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109-248, July 27, 2006, 120 Stat. 590, known as the Sex Of-
fender Registration and Notification Act. For complete
classification of title I to the Code, see Short Title note
set out under section 16901 of this title and Tables.

§16918. Public access to sex offender information
through the Internet

(a) In general

Except as provided in this section, each juris-
diction shall make available on the Internet, in
a manner that is readily accessible to all juris-
dictions and to the public, all information about
each sex offender in the registry. The jurisdic-
tion shall maintain the Internet site in a man-
ner that will permit the public to obtain rel-
evant information for each sex offender by a sin-
gle query for any given zip code or geographic
radius set by the user. The jurisdiction shall
also include in the design of its Internet site all
field search capabilities needed for full partici-
pation in the Dru Sjodin National Sex Offender
Public Website and shall participate in that
website as provided by the Attorney General.

(b) Mandatory exemptions

A jurisdiction shall exempt from disclosure—
(1) the identity of any victim of a sex of-
fense;
(2) the Social Security number of the sex of-
fender;
(3) any reference to arrests of the sex of-
fender that did not result in conviction; and
(4) any other information exempted from
disclosure by the Attorney General.

(c) Optional exemptions

A jurisdiction may exempt from disclosure—

(1) any information about a tier I sex of-
fender convicted of an offense other than a
specified offense against a minor;

(2) the name of an employer of the sex of-
fender;

(3) the name of an educational institution
where the sex offender is a student; and

(4) any other information exempted from
disclosure by the Attorney General.

(d) Links

The site shall include, to the extent prac-
ticable, links to sex offender safety and edu-
cation resources.

(e) Correction of errors

The site shall include instructions on how to
seek correction of information that an individ-
ual contends is erroneous.

(f) Warning

The site shall include a warning that informa-
tion on the site should not be used to unlawfully
injure, harass, or commit a crime against any
individual named in the registry or residing or
working at any reported address. The warning
shall note that any such action could result in
civil or criminal penalties.

(Pub. L. 109-248, title I, §118, July 27, 2006, 120
Stat. 596.)

§16919. National Sex Offender Registry

(a) Internet

The Attorney General shall maintain a na-
tional database at the Federal Bureau of Inves-
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tigation for each sex offender and any other per-
son required to register in a jurisdiction’s sex
offender registry. The database shall be known
as the National Sex Offender Registry.

(b) Electronic forwarding

The Attorney General shall ensure (through
the National Sex Offender Registry or other-
wise) that updated information about a sex of-
fender is immediately transmitted by electronic
forwarding to all relevant jurisdictions.

(Pub. L. 109-248, title I, §119, July 27, 2006, 120
Stat. 596.)

§16920. Dru Sjodin National Sex Offender Public
Website

(a) Establishment

There is established the Dru Sjodin National
Sex Offender Public Website (hereinafter in this
section referred to as the ‘“Website’’), which the
Attorney General shall maintain.

(b) Information to be provided

The Website shall include relevant informa-
tion for each sex offender and other person list-
ed on a jurisdiction’s Internet site. The Website
shall allow the public to obtain relevant infor-
mation for each sex offender by a single query
for any given zip code or geographical radius set
by the user in a form and with such limitations
as may be established by the Attorney General
and shall have such other field search capabili-
ties as the Attorney General may provide.

(Pub. L. 109-248, title I, §120, July 27, 2006, 120
Stat. 597.)

§16921. Megan Nicole Kanka and Alexandra Ni-
cole Zapp Community Notification Program

(a) Establishment of Program

There is established the Megan Nicole Kanka
and Alexandra Nicole Zapp Community Notifica-
tion Program (hereinafter in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘“Program’’).

(b) Program notification

Except as provided in subsection (c), imme-
diately after a sex offender registers or updates
a registration, an appropriate official in the ju-
risdiction shall provide the information in the
registry (other than information exempted from
disclosure by the Attorney General) about that
offender to the following:

(1) The Attorney General, who shall include
that information in the National Sex Offender
Registry or other appropriate databases.

(2) Appropriate law enforcement agencies
(including probation agencies, if appropriate),
and each school and public housing agency, in
each area in which the individual resides, is an
employee or is a student.

(3) Bach jurisdiction where the sex offender
resides, is an employee, or is a student, and
each jurisdiction from or to which a change of
residence, employment, or student status oc-
curs.

(4) Any agency responsible for conducting
employment-related background checks under
section 5119a of this title.

(5) Social service entities responsible for
protecting minors in the child welfare system.
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(6) Volunteer organizations in which contact
with minors or other vulnerable individuals
might occur.
(7) Any organization, company, or individual
who requests such notification pursuant to
procedures established by the jurisdiction.
(c) Frequency

Notwithstanding subsection (b), an organiza-
tion or individual described in subsection (b)(6)
or (b)(7) may opt to receive the notification de-
scribed in that subsection no less frequently
than once every five business days.

(Pub. L. 109-248, title I, §121, July 27, 2006, 120
Stat. 597.)

§16922. Actions to be taken when sex offender
fails to comply

An appropriate official shall notify the Attor-
ney General and appropriate law enforcement
agencies of any failure by a sex offender to com-
ply with the requirements of a registry and re-
vise the jurisdiction’s registry to reflect the na-
ture of that failure. The appropriate official, the
Attorney General, and each such law enforce-
ment agency shall take any appropriate action
to ensure compliance.

(Pub. L. 109-248, title I, §122, July 27, 2006, 120
Stat. 597.)

§16923. Development and availability of registry
management and website software

(a) Duty to develop and support

The Attorney General shall, in consultation
with the jurisdictions, develop and support soft-
ware to enable jurisdictions to establish and op-
erate uniform sex offender registries and Inter-
net sites.

(b) Criteria

The software should facilitate—

(1) immediate exchange of
among jurisdictions;

(2) public access over the Internet to appro-
priate information, including the number of
registered sex offenders in each jurisdiction on
a current basis;

(3) full compliance with the requirements of
this subchapter; and

(4) communication of information to com-
munity notification program participants as
required under section 16921 of this title.

(c) Deadline

The Attorney General shall make the first
complete edition of this software available to ju-
risdictions within 2 years of July 27, 2006.

(Pub. L. 109-248, title I, §123, July 27, 2006, 120
Stat. 598.)

information

REFERENCES IN TEXT
This subchapter, referred to in subsec. (b)(3), was in
the original ‘‘this title’”’, meaning title I of Pub. L.
109-248, July 27, 2006, 120 Stat. 590, known as the Sex Of-
fender Registration and Notification Act. For complete
classification of title I to the Code, see Short Title note
set out under section 16901 of this title and Tables.

§16924. Period for implementation by jurisdic-
tions
(a) Deadline

Each jurisdiction shall implement this sub-
chapter before the later of—
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(1) 3 years after July 27, 2006; and

(2) 1 year after the date on which the soft-
ware described in section 16923 of this title is
available.

(b) Extensions

The Attorney General may authorize up to
two 1-year extensions of the deadline.

(Pub. L. 109-248, title I, §124, July 27, 2006, 120
Stat. 598.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This subchapter, referred to in subsec. (a), was in the
original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of Pub. L. 109-248,
July 27, 2006, 120 Stat. 590, known as the Sex Offender
Registration and Notification Act. For complete classi-
fication of title I to the Code, see Short Title note set
out under section 16901 of this title and Tables.

The software described in section 16923 of this title,
referred to in subsec. (a)(2), became available on July
25, 2008. See Office of Justice Progs., U.S. Dep’t of Jus-
tice, Annual Report to Congress 26 (Fiscal Year 2008).

§16925. Failure of jurisdiction to comply
(a) In general

For any fiscal year after the end of the period
for implementation, a jurisdiction that fails, as
determined by the Attorney General, to substan-
tially implement this subchapter shall not re-
ceive 10 percent of the funds that would other-
wise be allocated for that fiscal year to the ju-
risdiction under subpart 1 of part E of title I of
the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act
of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3750 et seq.).

(b) State constitutionality
(1) In general

When evaluating whether a jurisdiction has
substantially implemented this subchapter,
the Attorney General shall consider whether
the jurisdiction is unable to substantially im-
plement this subchapter because of a dem-
onstrated inability to implement certain pro-
visions that would place the jurisdiction in
violation of its constitution, as determined by
a ruling of the jurisdiction’s highest court.

(2) Efforts

If the circumstances arise under paragraph
(1), then the Attorney General and the juris-
diction shall make good faith efforts to ac-
complish substantial implementation of this
subchapter and to reconcile any conflicts be-
tween this subchapter and the jurisdiction’s
constitution. In considering whether compli-
ance with the requirements of this subchapter
would likely violate the jurisdiction’s con-
stitution or an interpretation thereof by the
jurisdiction’s highest court, the Attorney Gen-
eral shall consult with the chief executive and
chief legal officer of the jurisdiction concern-
ing the jurisdiction’s interpretation of the ju-
risdiction’s constitution and rulings thereon
by the jurisdiction’s highest court.

(3) Alternative procedures

If the jurisdiction is unable to substantially
implement this subchapter because of a limi-
tation imposed by the jurisdiction’s constitu-
tion, the Attorney General may determine
that the jurisdiction is in compliance with
this chapter if the jurisdiction has made, or is
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