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ing as purposes of this subchapter to provide a mecha-
nism to recruit prospective parents for children await-
ing adoption and to demonstrate expeditious ways to
free children for adoption, and striking out as a pur-
pose to provide a mechanism to coordinate with Fed-
eral departments and agencies to provide national
adoption and foster care information data-gathering
and analysis system.

1984—Pub. L. 98-457, §201(a), (b)(1), in provisions be-
fore par. (1), inserted ‘‘the welfare of thousands of chil-
dren in institutions and foster homes and disabled in-
fants with life-threatening conditions may be in serious
jeopardy and that some such children are in need of
placement in permanent, adoptive homes, that’” and
substituted ‘‘should not have medically indicated
treatment withheld from them, nor be maintained in
foster care” for ‘‘should not be maintained in foster
care’” and ‘‘children with special needs, including dis-
abled infants with life-threatening conditions, by’ for
‘‘children with special needs by’’.

Par. (2). Pub. L. 98-457, §201(b)(2), amended par. (2)
generally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) read as follows:
“providing a mechanism for the Department of Health
and Human Services to (A) promote quality standards
for adoption services (including pre-placement, post-
placement, and post-adoption counseling and standards
to protect the rights of children in need of adoption),
and (B) provide for a national adoption and foster care
information data gathering and analysis system and a
national adoption information exchange system to
bring together children who would benefit by adoption
and qualified prospective adoptive parents who are
seeking such children.”’

STUDY OF INTERJURISDICTIONAL ADOPTION ISSUES

Pub. L. 105-89, title II, §202(c), Nov. 19, 1997, 111 Stat.
2126, provided that:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General of the
United States shall—

‘“(A) study and consider how to improve procedures
and policies to facilitate the timely and permanent
adoptions of children across State and county juris-
dictions; and

‘(B) examine, at a minimum, interjurisdictional
adoption issues—

‘(i) concerning the recruitment of prospective
adoptive families from other States and counties;

‘‘(ii) concerning the procedures to grant reciproc-
ity to prospective adoptive family home studies
from other States and counties;

‘‘(iii) arising from a review of the comity and full
faith and credit provided to adoption decrees and
termination of parental rights orders from other
States; and

“(iv) concerning the procedures related to the ad-
ministration and implementation of the Interstate
Compact on the Placement of Children.

‘‘(2) REPORT TO THE CONGRESS.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 19,
1997], the Comptroller General shall submit to the ap-
propriate committees of the Congress a report that in-
cludes—

““(A) the results of the study conducted under para-
graph (1); and

‘“(B) recommendations on how to improve proce-
dures to facilitate the interjurisdictional adoption of
children, including interstate and intercounty adop-
tions, so that children will be assured timely and per-
manent placements.”

§5112. Repealed. Pub. L. 102-295, title IV, §402,
May 28, 1992, 106 Stat. 213

Section, Pub. L. 95-266, title II, §202, Apr. 24, 1978, 92
Stat. 208; Pub. L. 98457, title II, §202, Oct. 9, 1984, 98
Stat. 1756, related to model adoption legislation and
procedures.
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§5113. Information and services

(a) In general

The Secretary shall establish in the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services an appro-
priate administrative arrangement to provide a
centralized focus for planning and coordinating
of all departmental activities affecting adoption
and foster care and for carrying out the provi-
sions of this subchapter. The Secretary shall
make available such consultant services, on-site
technical assistance and personnel, together
with appropriate administrative expenses, in-
cluding salaries and travel costs, as are nec-
essary for carrying out such purposes, including
services to facilitate the adoption of older chil-
dren, minority children, and children with spe-
cial needs, particularly infants and toddlers
with disabilities who have life-threatening con-
ditions, and services to families considering
adoption of children with special needs.

(b) Required activities

In connection with carrying out the provisions
of this subchapter, the Secretary shall—

(1) conduct (directly or by grant to or con-
tract with public or private agencies or orga-
nizations) an education and training program
on adoption, and prepare, publish, and dis-
seminate (directly or by grant to or contract
with public or private agencies and organiza-
tions) to all interested parties, public and pri-
vate agencies and organizations (including,
but not limited to, hospitals, health care and
family planning clinics, and social services
agencies), and governmental bodies, informa-
tion and education and training materials re-
garding adoption, adoption assistance pro-
grams, and post-legal adoption services;

(2) conduct, directly or by grant or contract
with public or private organizations, ongoing,
extensive recruitment efforts on a national
level, including efforts to promote the adop-
tion of older children, minority children, and
children with special needs, develop national
public awareness efforts to unite children in
need of adoption with appropriate adoptive
parents, and establish a coordinated referral
system of recruited families with appropriate
State or regional adoption resources to ensure
that families are served in a timely fashion;

(3) notwithstanding any other provision of
law, provide (directly or by grant to or con-
tract with public or private agencies or orga-
nizations) for (A) the operation of a national
adoption information exchange system (in-
cluding only such information as is necessary
to facilitate the adoptive placement of chil-
dren, utilizing computers and data processing
methods to assist in the location of children
who would benefit by adoption and in the
placement in adoptive homes of children
awaiting adoption); and (B) the coordination
of such system with similar State and regional
systems;

(4) provide (directly or by grant to or con-
tract with public or private agencies or orga-
nizations, including adoptive family groups
and minority groups) for the provision of tech-
nical assistance in the planning, improving,
developing, and carrying out of programs and
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