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lands” for ‘‘the Northern Mariana Islands, and the
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands’.

Par. (4). Pub. L. 106-390, §302(1), substituted ‘‘and the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands’ for
‘‘the Northern Mariana Islands, or the Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands’.

Par. (6). Pub. L. 106-390, §302(2), added par. (6) and
struck out former par. (6) which read as follows:
‘“‘Local government’ means (A) any county, city, vil-
lage, town, district, or other political subdivision of
any State, any Indian tribe or authorized tribal organi-
zation, or Alaska Native village or organization, and
(B) includes any rural community or unincorporated
town or village or any other public entity for which an
application for assistance is made by a State or politi-
cal subdivision thereof.”

Par. (9). Pub. L. 106-390, §302(3), inserted ‘‘irrigation,”
after ‘‘utility,”.

1992—Pars. (3), (4). Pub. L. 102-247 inserted ‘‘the
Northern Mariana Islands,” after ‘‘American Samoa,’.

1988—Par. (1). Pub. L. 100-707, §103(b), inserted head-
ing and amended text generally. Prior to amendment,
text read as follows: ‘‘ ‘Emergency’ means any hurri-
cane, tornado, storm, flood, high water, wind-driven
water, tidal wave, tsunami, earthquake, volcanic erup-
tion, landslide, mudslide, snowstorm, drought, fire, ex-
plosion, or other catastrophe in any part of the United
States which requires Federal emergency assistance to
supplement State and local efforts to save lives and
protect property, public health and safety or to avert
or lessen the threat of a disaster.”

Par. (2). Pub. L. 100-707, §103(c), inserted heading and
amended text generally. Prior to amendment, text read
as follows: ‘“ ‘Major disaster’ means any hurricane, tor-
nado, storm, flood, high water, wind-driven water, tidal
wave, tsunami, earthquake, volcanic eruption, land-
slide, mudslide, snowstorm, drought, fire, explosion, or
other catastrophe in any part of the United States
which, in the determination of the President, causes
damage of sufficient severity and magnitude to warrant
major disaster assistance under this chapter, above and
beyond emergency services by the Federal Government,
to supplement the efforts and available resources of
States, local governments, and disaster relief organiza-
tions in alleviating the damage, loss, hardship, or suf-
fering caused thereby.”

Pars. (3), (4). Pub. L. 100-707, §103(d), struck out ‘‘the
Canal Zone,” after ‘‘American Samoa,”.

Pars. (8), (9). Pub. L. 100-707, §103(f), added pars. (8)
and (9).

REGULATIONS

Pub. L. 113-2, div. B, §1110(e), Jan. 29, 2013, 127 Stat.
49, provided that:

‘(1) ISSUANCE.—The President shall issue regulations
to carry out the amendments made by this section [en-
acting section 5123 of this title and amending this sec-
tion and sections 5170 and 5191 of this title].

‘(2) FACTORS.—In issuing the regulations, the Presi-
dent shall consider the unique conditions that affect
the general welfare of Indian tribal governments.”’

LoCAL GOVERNMENT

Pub. L. 100-707, title I, §103(e), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat.
4690, provided that:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘local government’ is
deemed to have the same meaning in the Disaster Re-
lief and Emergency Assistance Act [Pub. L. 93-288, see
Short Title note set out under section 5121 of this
title], as amended by this Act [see Short Title of 1988
Amendment note set out under section 5121 of this
title], as that term had on October 1, 1988, under sec-
tion 102(6) of the Disaster Relief Act of 1974 [par. (6) of
this section] and regulations implementing the Disas-
ter Relief Act of 1974.

‘(2) TERMINATION OF EFFECTIVENESS.—Paragraph (1)
shall not be effective on and after the 90th day after the
President transmits to the Committee on Public Works
and Transportation of the House of Representatives
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and to the Committee on Environment and Public
Works of the Senate a report which includes an inter-
pretation of the term ‘local government’ for purposes of
the Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, as
amended by this Act.”

[Functions of President under section 103(e)(2) of Pub.
L. 100-707 delegated to Administrator of Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency by section 3 of Ex. Ord. No.
12673, Mar. 23, 1989, 54 F.R. 12571, set out as a note under
section 5195 of this title.]

§5123. References

Except as otherwise specifically provided, any
reference in this chapter to ‘‘State and local’’,
“State or local”, ‘“‘State, and local’’, ‘‘State, or
local”’, or ‘‘State, local” (including plurals) with
respect to governments or officials and any ref-
erence to a ‘local government’” in sections
5172(d)(3) and 5184 of this title is deemed to refer
also to Indian tribal governments and officials,
as appropriate.

(Pub. L. 93-288, title I, §103, as added Pub. L.
113-2, div. B, §1110(d), Jan. 29, 2013, 127 Stat. 49.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
“this Act”, meaning Pub. L. 93-288, May 22, 1974, 88
Stat. 143. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 5121 of
this title and Tables.

SUBCHAPTER II—DISASTER PREPARED-
NESS AND MITIGATION ASSISTANCE

§5131. Federal and State disaster preparedness
programs

(a) Utilization of services of other agencies

The President is authorized to establish a pro-
gram of disaster preparedness that utilizes serv-
ices of all appropriate agencies and includes—

(1) preparation of disaster preparedness
plans for mitigation, warning, emergency op-
erations, rehabilitation, and recovery;

(2) training and exercises;

(3) postdisaster critiques and evaluations;

(4) annual review of programs;

(5) coordination of Federal, State, and local
preparedness programs;

(6) application of science and technology;

(7) research.

(b) Technical assistance for the development of
plans and programs

The President shall provide technical assist-
ance to the States in developing comprehensive
plans and practicable programs for preparation
against disasters, including hazard reduction,
avoidance, and mitigation; for assistance to in-
dividuals, businesses, and State and local gov-
ernments following such disasters; and for re-
covery of damaged or destroyed public and pri-
vate facilities.

(c) Grants to States for development of plans and
programs

Upon application by a State, the President is
authorized to make grants, not to exceed in the
aggregate to such State $250,000, for the develop-
ment of plans, programs, and capabilities for
disaster preparedness and prevention. Such
grants shall be applied for within one year from
May 22, 1974. Any State desiring financial assist-
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