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§5159. Protection of environment

An action which is taken or assistance which
is provided pursuant to section 5170a, 5170b, 5172,
5173, or 5192 of this title, including such assist-
ance provided pursuant to the procedures pro-
vided for in section 5189 of this title, which has
the effect of restoring a facility substantially to
its condition prior to the disaster or emergency,
shall not be deemed a major Federal action sig-
nificantly affecting the quality of the human en-
vironment within the meaning of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (83 Stat. 852)
[42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.]. Nothing in this section
shall alter or affect the applicability of the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 to other
Federal actions taken under this chapter or
under any other provisions of law.

(Pub. L. 93-288, title III, §316, as added Pub. L.
100-707, title I, §105(m)(1), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat.
4694.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, re-
ferred to in text, is Pub. L. 91-190, Jan. 1, 1970, 83 Stat.
8562, which is classified generally to chapter 55 (§4321 et
seq.) of this title. For complete classification of this
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 4321 of this title and Tables.

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
‘“‘this Act’”, meaning Pub. L. 93-288, May 22, 1974, 88
Stat. 143. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 5121 of
this title and Tables.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 316 of Pub. L. 93-288 was classified to
section 5156 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L.
100-707.

§5160. Recovery of assistance

(a) Party liable

Any person who intentionally causes a condi-
tion for which Federal assistance is provided
under this chapter or under any other Federal
law as a result of a declaration of a major disas-
ter or emergency under this chapter shall be lia-
ble to the United States for the reasonable costs
incurred by the United States in responding to
such disaster or emergency to the extent that
such costs are attributable to the intentional
act or omission of such person which caused
such condition. Such action for reasonable costs
shall be brought in an appropriate United States
district court.

(b) Rendering of care

A person shall not be liable under this section
for costs incurred by the United States as a re-
sult of actions taken or omitted by such person
in the course of rendering care or assistance in
response to a major disaster or emergency.

(Pub. L. 93-288, title III, §317, as added Pub. L.
100-707, title I, §105(m)(1), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat.
4695.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (a), was in the
original ‘‘this Act’”, meaning Pub. L. 93-288, May 22,
1974, 88 Stat. 143. For complete classification of this
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 5121 of this title and Tables.
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PRIOR PROVISIONS
A prior section 317 of Pub. L. 93-288 was classified to

section 5157 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. L.
100-707.

§5161. Audits and investigations
(a) In general

Subject to the provisions of chapter 75 of title
31, relating to requirements for single audits,
the President shall conduct audits and inves-
tigations as necessary to assure compliance
with this chapter, and in connection therewith
may question such persons as may be necessary
to carry out such audits and investigations.

(b) Access to records

For purposes of audits and investigations
under this section, the President and Comptrol-
ler General may inspect any books, documents,
papers, and records of any person relating to any
activity undertaken or funded under this chap-
ter.

(c) State and local audits

The President may require audits by State and
local governments in connection with assistance
under this chapter when necessary to assure
compliance with this chapter or related regula-
tions.

(Pub. L. 93-288, title III, §318, as added Pub. L.
100-707, title I, §105(m)(1), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat.
4695.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
‘‘this Act’”, meaning Pub. L. 93-288, May 22, 1974, 88
Stat. 143. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 5121 of
this title and Tables.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 318 of Pub. L. 93-288 was renumbered
section 315 by Pub. L. 100-707 and is classified to section
5158 of this title.

§5162. Advance of non-Federal share
(a) In general

The President may lend or advance to an eligi-
ble applicant or a State the portion of assist-
ance for which the State is responsible under
the cost-sharing provisions of this chapter in
any case in which—

(1) the State is unable to assume its finan-
cial responsibility under such cost-sharing
provisions—

(A) with respect to concurrent, multiple
major disasters in a jurisdiction, or

(B) after incurring extraordinary costs as a
result of a particular disaster; and

(2) the damages caused by such disasters or
disaster are so overwhelming and severe that
it is not possible for the applicant or the State
to assume immediately their financial respon-
sibility under this chapter.

(b) Terms of loans and advances
(1) In general
Any loan or advance under this section shall
be repaid to the United States.
(2) Interest

Loans and advances under this section shall
bear interest at a rate determined by the Sec-
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retary of the Treasury, taking into consider-
ation the current market yields on outstand-
ing marketable obligations of the TUnited
States with remaining periods to maturity
comparable to the reimbursement period of
the loan or advance.

(c) Regulations

The President shall issue regulations describ-
ing the terms and conditions under which any
loan or advance authorized by this section may
be made.

(Pub. L. 93-288, title III, §319, as added Pub. L.
100-707, title I, §105(m)(1), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat.
4695.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (a), was in the
original ‘‘this Act’”, meaning Pub. L. 93-288, May 22,
1974, 88 Stat. 143. For complete classification of this
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 5121 of this title and Tables.

§5163. Limitation on use of sliding scales

No geographic area shall be precluded from re-
ceiving assistance under this chapter solely by
virtue of an arithmetic formula or sliding scale
based on income or population.

(Pub. L. 93-288, title III, §320, as added Pub. L.
100-707, title I, §105(m)(1), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat.
4696.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
“this Act”, meaning Pub. L. 93-288, May 22, 1974, 88
Stat. 143. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 5121 of
this title and Tables.

§5164. Rules and regulations

The President may prescribe such rules and
regulations as may be necessary and proper to
carry out the provisions of this chapter, and
may exercise, either directly or through such
Federal agency as the President may designate,
any power or authority conferred to the Presi-
dent by this chapter.

(Pub. L. 93-288, title III, §321, as added Pub. L.
100-707, title I, §105(m)(1), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat.
4696.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
“this Act”, meaning Pub. L. 93-288, May 22, 1974, 88
Stat. 143. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 5121 of
this title and Tables.

§5165. Mitigation planning
(a) Requirement of mitigation plan

As a condition of receipt of an increased Fed-
eral share for hazard mitigation measures under
subsection (e) of this section, a State, local, or
tribal government shall develop and submit for
approval to the President a mitigation plan that
outlines processes for identifying the natural
hazards, risks, and vulnerabilities of the area
under the jurisdiction of the government.

(b) Local and tribal plans

Each mitigation plan developed by a local or
tribal government shall—
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(1) describe actions to mitigate hazards,
risks, and vulnerabilities identified under the
plan; and

(2) establish a strategy to implement those
actions.

(c) State plans

The State process of development of a mitiga-
tion plan under this section shall—

(1) identify the natural hazards, risks, and
vulnerabilities of areas in the State;

(2) support development of local mitigation
plans;

(3) provide for technical assistance to local
and tribal governments for mitigation plan-
ning; and

(4) identify and prioritize mitigation actions
that the State will support, as resources be-
come available.

(d) Funding
(1) In general

Federal contributions under section 5170c of
this title may be used to fund the development
and updating of mitigation plans under this
section.

(2) Maximum Federal contribution

With respect to any mitigation plan, a
State, local, or tribal government may use an
amount of Federal contributions under section
5170c of this title not to exceed 7 percent of the
amount of such contributions available to the
government as of a date determined by the
government.

(e) Increased Federal share for hazard mitiga-
tion measures

(1) In general

If, at the time of the declaration of a major
disaster, a State has in effect an approved
mitigation plan under this section, the Presi-
dent may increase to 20 percent, with respect
to the major disaster, the maximum percent-
age specified in the last sentence of section
5170c(a) of this title.

(2) Factors for consideration

In determining whether to increase the max-
imum percentage under paragraph (1), the
President shall consider whether the State has
established—

(A) eligibility criteria for property acquisi-
tion and other types of mitigation measures;

(B) requirements for cost effectiveness
that are related to the eligibility criteria;

(C) a system of priorities that is related to
the eligibility criteria; and

(D) a process by which an assessment of
the effectiveness of a mitigation action may
be carried out after the mitigation action is
complete.

(Pub. L. 93-288, title III, §322, as added Pub. L.
106-390, title I, §104(a), Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat.
1558.)

§5165a. Minimum standards for public and pri-
vate structures
(a) In general

As a condition of receipt of a disaster loan or
grant under this chapter—
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