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succeeding fiscal year, see section 407(c) of Pub. L.
105-200, set out as a note under section 652 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Amendment by section 108(c)(16) of Pub. L. 104-193 ef-
fective July 1, 1997, with transition rules relating to
State options to accelerate such date, rules relating to
claims, actions, and proceedings commenced before
such date, rules relating to closing out of accounts for
terminated or substantially modified programs and
continuance in office of Assistant Secretary for Family
Support, and provisions relating to termination of enti-
tlement under AFDC program, see section 116 of Pub.
L. 104-193, as amended, set out as an Effective Date
note under section 601 of this title.

For effective date of amendment by section
395(d)(2)(E) of Pub. L. 104-193, see section 395(a)—(c) of
Pub. L. 104-193, set out as a note under section 654 of
this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 100-647, title VIII, §8105, Nov. 10, 1988, 102
Stat. 3797, provided that the amendment made by that
section is effective on date of enactment of Family
Support Act of 1988, Pub. L. 100-485, which was ap-
proved Oct. 13, 1988.

§669a. Nonliability for financial institutions pro-
viding financial records to State child sup-
port enforcement agencies in child support
cases

(a) In general

Notwithstanding any other provision of Fed-
eral or State law, a financial institution shall
not be liable under any Federal or State law to
any person for disclosing any financial record of
an individual to a State child support enforce-
ment agency attempting to establish, modify, or
enforce a child support obligation of such indi-
vidual, or for disclosing any such record to the
Federal Parent Locator Service pursuant to sec-
tion 666(a)(17)(A) of this title.

(b) Prohibition of disclosure of financial record
obtained by State child support enforcement
agency

A State child support enforcement agency
which obtains a financial record of an individual
from a financial institution pursuant to sub-
section (a) of this section may disclose such fi-
nancial record only for the purpose of, and to
the extent necessary in, establishing, modifying,
or enforcing a child support obligation of such
individual.

(e) Civil damages for unauthorized disclosure
(1) Disclosure by State officer or employee

If any person knowingly, or by reason of
negligence, discloses a financial record of an
individual in violation of subsection (b) of this
section, such individual may bring a civil ac-
tion for damages against such person in a dis-
trict court of the United States.

(2) No liability for good faith but erroneous in-
terpretation

No liability shall arise under this subsection
with respect to any disclosure which results
from a good faith, but erroneous, interpreta-
tion of subsection (b) of this section.
(3) Damages

In any action brought under paragraph (1),
upon a finding of liability on the part of the
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defendant, the defendant shall be liable to the
plaintiff in an amount equal to the sum of—
(A) the greater of—

(i) $1,000 for each act of unauthorized dis-
closure of a financial record with respect
to which such defendant is found liable; or

(ii) the sum of—

(I) the actual damages sustained by the
plaintiff as a result of such unauthorized
disclosure; plus

(IT) in the case of a willful disclosure
or a disclosure which is the result of
gross negligence, punitive damages; plus

(B) the costs (including attorney’s fees) of
the action.
(d) Definitions
For purposes of this section—
(1) Financial institution
The term ‘‘financial institution’” means—
(A) a depository institution, as defined in
section 1813(c) of title 12;
(B) an institution-affiliated party, as de-
fined in section 1813(u) of title 12;
(C) any Federal credit union or State cred-
it union, as defined in section 1752 of title 12,
including an institution-affiliated party of
such a credit union, as defined in section
1786(r) of title 12; and
(D) any benefit association, insurance
company, safe deposit company, money-mar-
ket mutual fund, or similar entity author-
ized to do business in the State.
(2) Financial record

The term ‘‘financial record” has the mean-
ing given such term in section 3401 of title 12.

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, §469A, as added
Pub. L. 104-193, title III, §353, Aug. 22, 1996, 110
Stat. 2240; amended Pub. L. 105-200, title IV,
§406(c), July 16, 1998, 112 Stat. 672.)
AMENDMENTS
1998—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105-200 inserted ‘¢, or for
disclosing any such record to the Federal Parent Loca-

tor Service pursuant to section 666(a)(17)(A) of this
title” before period at end.

EFFECTIVE DATE

For effective date of section, see section 395(a)-(c) of
Pub. L. 104-193, set out as an Effective Date of 1996
Amendment note under section 654 of this title.

§669b. Grants to States for access and visitation
programs

(a) In general

The Administration for Children and Families
shall make grants under this section to enable
States to establish and administer programs to
support and facilitate noncustodial parents’ ac-
cess to and visitation of their children, by
means of activities including mediation (both
voluntary and mandatory), counseling, edu-
cation, development of parenting plans, visita-
tion enforcement (including monitoring, super-
vision and neutral drop-off and pickup), and de-
velopment of guidelines for visitation and alter-
native custody arrangements.

(b) Amount of grant

The amount of the grant to be made to a State
under this section for a fiscal year shall be an
amount equal to the lesser of—
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(1) 90 percent of State expenditures during
the fiscal year for activities described in sub-
section (a) of this section; or

(2) the allotment of the State under sub-
section (c) of this section for the fiscal year.

(c) Allotments to States
(1) In general

The allotment of a State for a fiscal year is
the amount that bears the same ratio to
$10,000,000 for grants under this section for the
fiscal year as the number of children in the
State living with only 1 biological parent
bears to the total number of such children in
all States.

(2) Minimum allotment

The Administration for Children and Fami-
lies shall adjust allotments to States under
paragraph (1) as necessary to ensure that no
State is allotted less than—

(A) $50,000 for fiscal year 1997 or 1998; or
(B) $100,000 for any succeeding fiscal year.

(d) No supplantation of State expenditures for
similar activities

A State to which a grant is made under this
section may not use the grant to supplant ex-
penditures by the State for activities specified
in subsection (a) of this section, but shall use
the grant to supplement such expenditures at a
level at least equal to the level of such expendi-
tures for fiscal year 1995.

(e) State administration

Each State to which a grant is made under
this section—

(1) may administer State programs funded
with the grant, directly or through grants to
or contracts with courts, local public agencies,
or nonprofit private entities;

(2) shall not be required to operate such pro-
grams on a statewide basis; and

(3) shall monitor, evaluate, and report on
such programs in accordance with regulations
prescribed by the Secretary.

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, §469B, as added
Pub. L. 104-193, title III, §391, Aug. 22, 1996, 110
Stat. 2258.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

For effective date of section, see section 395(a)-(c) of
Pub. L. 104-193, set out as an Effective Date of 1996
Amendment note under section 654 of this title.

PART E—FEDERAL PAYMENTS FOR FOSTER CARE
AND ADOPTION ASSISTANCE

§670. Congressional declaration of purpose; au-
thorization of appropriations

For the purpose of enabling each State to pro-
vide, in appropriate cases, foster care and tran-
sitional independent living programs for chil-
dren who otherwise would have been eligible for
assistance under the State’s plan approved
under part A of this subchapter (as such plan
was in effect on June 1, 1995) and adoption as-
sistance for children with special needs, there
are authorized to be appropriated for each fiscal
year (commencing with the fiscal year which be-
gins October 1, 1980) such sums as may be nec-
essary to carry out the provisions of this part.
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The sums made available under this section
shall be used for making payments to States
which have submitted, and had approved by the
Secretary, State plans under this part.

(Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, title IV, §470, as added
Pub. L. 96-272, title I, §101(a)(1), June 17, 1980, 94
Stat. 501; amended Pub. L. 99-272, title XII,
§12307(d), Apr. 7, 1986, 100 Stat. 297; Pub. L.
99-514, title XVII, §1711(c)(1), Oct. 22, 1986, 100
Stat. 2784; Pub. L. 104-193, title I, §108(d)(1), Aug.
22, 1996, 110 Stat. 2166.)

AMENDMENTS

1996—Pub. L. 104-193 substituted ‘‘would have been el-
igible” for ‘‘would be eligible” and inserted ‘‘(as such
plan was in effect on June 1, 1995)’" after ‘‘part A of this
subchapter’’.

1986—Pub. L. 99-514 substituted ‘‘foster care and tran-
sitional independent living programs for children who
otherwise would be eligible for assistance under the
State’s plan approved under part A of this subchapter
and adoption assistance for children with special
needs’ for ‘‘foster care, adoption assistance, and transi-
tional independent living programs for children who
otherwise would be eligible for assistance under the
State’s plan approved under part A of this subchapter
(or, in the case of adoption assistance, would be eligible
for benefits under subchapter XVI of this chapter)”.

Pub. L. 99-272 substituted ‘‘foster care, adoption as-
sistance, and transitional independent 1living pro-
grams’’ for ‘‘foster care and adoption assistance’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 104-193 effective July 1, 1997,
with transition rules relating to State options to accel-
erate such date, rules relating to claims, actions, and
proceedings commenced before such date, rules relating
to closing out of accounts for terminated or substan-
tially modified programs and continuance in office of
Assistant Secretary for Family Support, and provisions
relating to termination of entitlement under AFDC
program, see section 116 of Pub. L. 104-193, as amended,
set out as an Effective Date note under section 601 of
this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 99-514, title XVII, §1711(d), Oct. 22, 1986, 100
Stat. 2784, provided that: “The amendments made by
this section [amending this section and sections 671,
673, and 675 of this title] shall apply only with respect
to expenditures made after December 31, 1986.”

STRENGTHENING ABUSE AND NEGLECT COURTS

Pub. L. 106-314, Oct. 17, 2000, 114 Stat. 1266, provided
that:

“SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
“This Act may be cited as the ‘Strengthening Abuse
and Neglect Courts Act of 2000°.

“SEC. 2. FINDINGS.
‘‘Congress finds the following:

‘(1) Under both Federal and State law, the courts
play a crucial and essential role in the Nation’s child
welfare system and in ensuring safety, stability, and
permanence for abused and neglected children under
the supervision of that system.

‘“(2) The Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997
(Public Law 105-89; 111 Stat. 2115) [see Short Title of
1997 Amendment note set out under section 1305 of
this title] establishes explicitly for the first time in
Federal law that a child’s health and safety must be
the paramount consideration when any decision is
made regarding a child in the Nation’s child welfare
system.

‘(3) The Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997
promotes stability and permanence for abused and
neglected children by requiring timely decision-
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