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TECT Act, and not as part of the Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 which comprises 
this chapter. 

§ 5791d. Limitation on liability 

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this 
section, the National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children, including any of its officers, 
employees, or agents, shall not be liable for 
damages in any civil action for defamation, 
libel, slander, or harm to reputation arising out 
of any action or communication by the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children, its 
officers, employees, or agents, in connection 
with any clearinghouse, hotline or complaint in-
take or forwarding program or in connection 
with activity that is wholly or partially funded 
by the United States and undertaken in coopera-
tion with, or at the direction of a Federal law 
enforcement agency. 

(b) The limitation in subsection (a) of this sec-
tion does not apply in any action in which the 
plaintiff proves that the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children, its officers, em-
ployees, or agents acted with actual malice, or 
provided information or took action for a pur-
pose unrelated to an activity mandated by Fed-
eral law. For purposes of this subsection, the 
prevention, or detection of crime, and the safe-
ty, recovery, or protection of missing or ex-
ploited children shall be deemed, per se, to be an 
activity mandated by Federal law. 

(Pub. L. 108–21, title III, § 305, Apr. 30, 2003, 117 
Stat. 664.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Prosecutorial 
Remedies and Other Tools to end the Exploitation of 
Children Today Act of 2003, also known as the PRO-
TECT Act, and not as part of the Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention Act of 1974 which comprises 
this chapter. 

PART B—MISSING CHILDREN PROCEDURES IN 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS 

CODIFICATION 

Part was enacted as part of the Code Adam Act of 
2003 and also as part of the Prosecutorial Remedies and 
Other Tools to end the Exploitation of Children Today 
Act of 2003, also know as the PROTECT Act, and not as 
part of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Preven-
tion Act of 1974 which comprises this chapter. 

§ 5792. Definitions 

In this part, the following definitions apply: 

(1) Child 

The term ‘‘child’’ means an individual who 
is 17 years of age or younger. 

(2) Code Adam alert 

The term ‘‘Code Adam alert’’ means a set of 
procedures used in public buildings to alert 
employees and other users of the building that 
a child is missing. 

(3) Designated authority 

The term ‘‘designated authority’’ means— 
(A) with respect to a public building owned 

or leased for use by an Executive agency— 
(i) except as otherwise provided in this 

paragraph, the Administrator of General 
Services; 

(ii) in the case of the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts, the Board 
of Trustees of the John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts; 

(iii) in the case of buildings under the ju-
risdiction, custody, and control of the 
Smithsonian Institution, the Board of Re-
gents of the Smithsonian Institution; or 

(iv) in the case of another public build-
ing for which an Executive agency has, by 
specific or general statutory authority, ju-
risdiction, custody, and control over the 
building, the head of that agency; 

(B) with respect to the Supreme Court 
Building, the Marshal of the Supreme Court; 
with respect to the Thurgood Marshall Fed-
eral Judiciary Building, the Director of the 
Administrative Office of United States 
Courts; and with respect to all other public 
buildings owned or leased for use by an es-
tablishment in the judicial branch of govern-
ment, the General Services Administration 
in consultation with the United States Mar-
shals Service; and 

(C) with respect to a public building owned 
or leased for use by an establishment in the 
legislative branch of government, the Cap-
itol Police Board. 

(4) Executive agency 

The term ‘‘Executive agency’’ has the same 
meaning such term has under section 105 of 
title 5. 

(5) Federal agency 

The term ‘‘Federal agency’’ means any Exec-
utive agency or any establishment in the leg-
islative or judicial branches of the Govern-
ment. 

(6) Public building 

The term ‘‘public building’’ means any 
building (or portion thereof) owned or leased 
for use by a Federal agency. 

(Pub. L. 108–21, title III, § 362, Apr. 30, 2003, 117 
Stat. 665.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Code Adam Act of 
2003 and also as part of the Prosecutorial Remedies and 
Other Tools to end the Exploitation of Children Today 
Act of 2003, also known as the PROTECT Act, and not 
as part of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Pre-
vention Act of 1974 which comprises this chapter. 

SHORT TITLE 

For short title of subtitle D of title III of Pub. L. 
108–21, which enacted this part, as the ‘‘Code Adam Act 
of 2003’’, see section 361 of Pub. L. 108–21, set out as a 
note under section 5601 of this title. 

§ 5792a. Procedures in public buildings regarding 
a missing or lost child 

(a) In general 

Not later than 180 days after April 30, 2003, the 
designated authority for a public building shall 
establish procedures for locating a child that is 
missing in the building. 

(b) Notification and search procedures 

Procedures established under this section 
shall provide, at a minimum, for the following: 
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