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provides adequate and appropriate supervision
of each volunteer whose services the Secretary
accepts.

(c) Provision of services and costs

The Secretary may provide for services and
costs incidental to the utilization of volunteers,
including transportation, supplies, uniforms,
lodging, subsistence (without regard to place of
residence), recruiting, training, supervision, and
awards and recognition (including nominal cash
awards).

(d) Federal employment status of volunteers

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this sub-
section, a volunteer shall not be deemed a Fed-
eral employee and shall not be subject to the
provisions of law relating to Federal employ-
ment, including those provisions relating to
hours of work, rates of compensation, leave, un-
employment compensation, and Federal em-
ployee benefits.

(2) Volunteers shall be deemed employees of
the United States for the purposes of—

(A) the tort claims provisions of title 28;

(B) subchapter I of chapter 81 of title 5; and

(C) claims relating to damage to, or loss of,
personal property of a volunteer incident to
volunteer service, in which case the provisions
of section 3721 of title 31 shall apply.

(3) Volunteers under this Act shall be subject
to chapter 11 of title 18, unless the Secretary,
with the concurrence of the Director of the Of-
fice of Government Ethics, determines in writ-
ing published in the Federal Register that the
provisions of that chapter, except section 201,
shall not apply to the actions of a class or class-
es of volunteers who carry out only those duties
or functions specified in the determination.

(Pub. L. 109-125, §3, Dec. 7, 2005, 119 Stat. 2544.)
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This Act, referred to in subsecs. (b)(2) and (d)(3), is
Pub. L. 109-125, Dec. 7, 2005, 119 Stat. 2544, known as the
Department of the Interior Volunteer Recruitment Act
of 2005, which enacted this section and provisions set
out as notes under this section and section 1451 of this
title. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Short Title of 2006 Amendment note set out
under section 1451 of this title and Tables.

PURPOSE

Pub. L. 109-125, §2, Dec. 7, 2005, 119 Stat. 25644, provided
that: “The purpose of this Act [enacting this section
and provisions set out as a note under section 1451 of
this title] is to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to recruit and use volunteers to assist with, or facili-
tate, the programs of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, the
United States Geological Survey, the Bureau of Rec-
lamation, and the Office of the Secretary.”’
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SUBCHAPTER I—OBJECTIVES

§1501. Congressional declaration of purpose and
policy

(a) It is the object of this chapter to provide a
program for the further comprehensive develop-
ment of the water resources of the Colorado
River Basin and for the provision of additional
and adequate water supplies for use in the upper
as well as in the lower Colorado River Basin.
This program is declared to be for the purposes,
among others, of regulating the flow of the Colo-
rado River; controlling floods; improving navi-
gation; providing for the storage and delivery of
the waters of the Colorado River for reclamation
of lands, including supplemental water supplies,
and for municipal, industrial, and other bene-
ficial purposes; improving water quality; provid-
ing for basic public outdoor recreation facilities;
improving conditions for fish and wildlife, and
the generation and sale of electrical power as an
incident of the foregoing purposes.

(b) It is the policy of the Congress that the
Secretary of the Interior (hereinafter referred to
the ““Secretary’) shall continue to develop, after
consultation with affected States and appro-
priate Federal agencies, a regional water plan,
consistent with the provisions of this chapter
and with future authorizations, to serve as the
framework under which projects in the Colorado
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