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(Pub. L. 93-320, title I, §111, as added Pub. L.
96-336, §7, Sept. 4, 1980, 94 Stat. 1065.)

SUBCHAPTER II—MEASURES UPSTREAM
FROM IMPERIAL DAM

§1591. Salinity control policy

(a) Implementation by Secretary of the Interior

The Secretary of the Interior shall implement
the salinity control policy adopted for the Colo-
rado River in the ‘‘Conclusions and Recom-
mendations’ published in the Proceedings of the
Reconvened Seventh Session of the Conference
in the Matter of Pollution of the Interstate Wa-
ters of the Colorado River and Its Tributaries in
the States of California, Colorado, Utah, Ari-
zona, Nevada, New Mexico, and Wyoming, held
in Denver, Colorado, on April 26-27, 1972, under
the authority of section 10 of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1160), and ap-
proved by the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency on June 9, 1972.

(b) Expeditious investigation, planning, and im-
plementation of salinity control program

The Secretary is hereby directed to expedite
the investigation, planning, and implementation
of the salinity control program generally as de-
scribed in chapter VI of the Secretary’s report
entitled, ‘““‘Colorado River Water Quality Im-
provement Program, February 1972”. In deter-
mining the relative priority of implementing ad-
ditional units or new self-contained portions of
units authorized by section 1592 of this title, the
Secretary or the Secretary of Agriculture, as
the case may be, shall give preference to those
additional units or new self-contained portions
of units which reduce salinity of the Colorado
River at the least cost per unit of salinity reduc-
tion.

(c) Cooperation with other Federal agencies

In conformity with subsection (a) and the au-
thority of the Environmental Protection Agency
under Federal laws, the Secretary, the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection Agency,
and the Secretary of Agriculture are directed to
cooperate and coordinate their activities effec-
tively to carry out the objective of this sub-
chapter.

(Pub. L. 93-320, title II, §201, June 24, 1974, 88
Stat. 270; Pub. L. 98-569, §1, Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat.
2933.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act, referred to
in subsec. (a), which was formerly classified to chapter
23 (§1151 et seq.) of Title 33, Navigation and Navigable
Waters, was revised generally by Pub. L. 92-500, Oct. 18,
1972, 86 Stat. 816, and is classified generally to chapter
25 (§1251 et seq.) of Title 33.

AMENDMENTS

1984—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 98-569 inserted ‘‘In deter-
mining the relative priority of implementing addi-
tional units or new self-contained portions of units au-
thorized by section 1592 of this title, the Secretary or
the Secretary of Agriculture, as the case may be, shall
give preference to those additional units or new self-
contained portions of units which reduce salinity of the
Colorado River at the least cost per unit of salinity re-
duction.”.

TITLE 43—PUBLIC LANDS

§1592

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 98-569, §6, Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2939, provided
that: “The amendments made by this Act [amending
this section and sections 620d, 1543, 1592, 1593, 1595, and
1598 of this title] shall take effect upon enactment of
this Act [Oct. 30, 1984].”

§1592. Authorization to construct, operate, and
maintain salinity control units and salinity
control programs

(a) Authority of Secretary

The Secretary is authorized to construct, op-
erate, and maintain the following salinity con-
trol units and salinity control programs as the
initial stage of the Colorado River Basin salin-
ity control program:

(1) The Paradox Valley unit, Montrose County,
Colorado, consisting of facilities for collection
and disposition of saline ground water of Para-
dox Valley, including wells, pumps, pipelines,
solar evaporation ponds, and all necessary ap-
purtenant and associated works such as roads,
fences, dikes, power transmission facilities, and
permanent operating facilities, and consisting of
measures to replace incidental fish and wildlife
values foregone.

(2) The Grand Valley unit, Colorado, consist-
ing of measures and all necessary appurtenant
and associated works to reduce the seepage of ir-
rigation water from the irrigated lands of Grand
Valley into the ground water and thence into
the Colorado River. Measures shall include lin-
ing of canals and laterals, replacing canals and
laterals with pipe, and the combining of existing
canals and laterals into fewer and more efficient
facilities implementing other measures to re-
duce salt contributions from the Grand Valley
to the Colorado River, and implementing meas-
ures to replace incidental fish and wildlife val-
ues foregone..! Prior to initiation of construc-
tion of the Grand Valley unit, or portion there-
of, the Secretary shall enter into contracts
through which the non-Federal entities owning,
operating, and maintaining the water distribu-
tion systems, or portions thereof, in Grand Val-
ley, singly or in concert, will assume the obliga-
tions specified in subsection (b)(2) relating to
the continued operation and maintenance of the
unit’s facilities to the end that the maximum
reduction of salinity inflow to the Colorado
River will be achieved.

(3) The Las Vegas Wash unit, Nevada, consist-
ing of facilities for collection and disposition of
saline ground water of Las Vegas Wash, includ-
ing infiltration galleries, pumps, desalter, pipe-
lines, solar evaporation facilities, and all appur-
tenant works including but not limited to roads,
fences, power transmission facilities, and oper-
ating facilities, and consisting of measures to
replace incidental fish and wildlife values fore-
gone.

(4) Stage I of the Lower Gunnison Basin unit,
Colorado, consisting of measures and all nec-
essary appurtenant and associated works to re-
duce seepage from canals and laterals in the
Uncompahgre Valley, and consisting of meas-
ures to replace incidental fish and wildlife val-
ues foregone, essentially as described in the fea-
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