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heads of such agencies, or their designees, to
participate in the deliberations of the Council.

(f) FUNCTIONS AND DUTIES; ANNUAL REPORT.—
(1) The Council shall advise the Secretary, the
Chairman, the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate, and
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives with
respect to rail transportation policy issues it
considers significant, with particular attention
to issues of importance to small shippers and
small railroads, including car supply, rates,
competition, and effective procedures for ad-
dressing legitimate shipper and other claims.

(2) To the extent the Council addresses specific
grain car issues, it shall coordinate such activi-
ties with the National Grain Car Council. The
Secretary and Chairman shall cooperate with
the Council to provide research, technical and
other reasonable support in developing any re-
ports and policy statements required or author-
ized by this subsection.

(3) The Council shall endeavor to develop with-
in the private sector mechanisms to prevent, or
identify and effectively address, obstacles to the
most effective and efficient transportation sys-
tem practicable.

(4) The Council shall prepare an annual report
concerning its activities and the results of
Council efforts to resolve industry issues, and
propose whatever regulatory or legislative relief
it considers appropriate. The Council shall in-
clude in the annual report such recommenda-
tions as it considers appropriate with respect to
the performance of the Secretary and Chairman
under this chapter, and with respect to the oper-
ation and effectiveness of meetings and industry
developments relating to the Council’s efforts,
and such other information as it considers ap-
propriate. Such annual reports shall be reviewed
by the Secretary and Chairman, and shall in-
clude the Secretary’s and Chairman’s views or
comments relating to—

(A) the accuracy of information therein;
(B) Council efforts and reasonableness of

Council positions and actions; and

(C) any other aspects of the Council’s work
as they may consider appropriate.

The Council may prepare other reports or de-
velop policy statements as the Council considers
appropriate. An annual report shall be submit-
ted for each fiscal year and shall be submitted
to the Secretary and Chairman within 90 days
after the end of the fiscal year. Other such re-
ports and statements may be submitted as the
Council considers appropriate.

(Added Pub. L. 104-88, title II, §201(a), Dec. 29,
1995, 109 Stat. 937, §726; amended Pub. L. 104-287,
§5(7), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3389; renumbered
§1325, Pub. L. 114-110, §3(a)(6), Dec. 18, 2015, 129
Stat. 2229.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Federal Advisory Committee Act, referred to in
subsec. (a)(4), is Pub. L. 92-463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770,
as amended, which is set out in the Appendix to Title
5, Government Organization and Employees.

AMENDMENTS

2015—Pub. L. 114-110 renumbered section 726 of this
title as this section.

TITLE 499—TRANSPORTATION

§1326

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104-287 substituted ‘‘Decem-
ber 29, 1995 for ‘‘the date of enactment of the ICC Ter-
mination Act of 1995 in introductory provisions.

§ 1326. Authority of the Inspector General

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General of the
Department of Transportation, in accordance
with the mission of the Inspector General to
prevent and detect fraud and abuse, shall have
authority to review only the financial manage-
ment, property management, and business oper-
ations of the Surface Transportation Board, in-
cluding internal accounting and administrative
control systems, to determine the Board’s com-
pliance with applicable Federal laws, rules, and
regulations.

(b) DUTIES.—In carrying out this section, the
Inspector General shall—

(1) keep the Chairman of the Board, the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation of the Senate, and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives fully and currently
informed about problems relating to adminis-
tration of the internal accounting and admin-
istrative control systems of the Board;

(2) issue findings and recommendations for
actions to address the problems referred to in
paragraph (1); and

(3) submit periodic reports to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate, and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives that describe any progress made
in implementing actions to address the prob-
lems referred to in paragraph (1).

(c) ACCESS TO INFORMATION.—In carrying out
this section, the Inspector General may exercise
authorities granted to the Inspector General
under subsections (a) and (b) of section 6 of the
Inspector General Act of 1978 (6 U.S.C. App.).

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) FUNDING.—There are authorized to be ap-
propriated to the Secretary of Transportation
for use by the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Transportation such sums as may be
necessary to cover expenses associated with
activities pursuant to the authority exercised
under this section.

(2) REIMBURSABLE AGREEMENT.—In the ab-
sence of an appropriation under this sub-
section for an expense referred to in paragraph
(1), the Inspector General and the Board shall
have a reimbursement agreement to cover
such expense.

(Added Pub. L. 114-110, §9, Dec. 18, 2015, 129 Stat.
2232.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 6 of the Inspector General Act of 1978, re-
ferred to in subsec. (c), is section 6 of Pub. L. 95-452,
which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government
Organization and Employees.

SUBTITLE III—GENERAL AND
INTERMODAL PROGRAMS

Chapter Sec.
51. Transportation of Hazardous Mate-
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