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(2) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of 
total costs for a project under this section 
shall not exceed 80 percent. 

(3) TREATMENT OF AMTRAK REVENUE.—If Am-
trak is an applicant under this section, Am-
trak may use ticket and other revenues gen-
erated from its operations and other sources 
to satisfy the non-Federal share requirements. 

(g) LETTERS OF INTENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall, to the 

maximum extent practicable, issue a letter of 
intent to a grantee under this section that— 

(A) announces an intention to obligate, for 
a major capital project under this section, 
an amount from future available budget au-
thority specified in law that is not more 
than the amount stipulated as the financial 
participation of the Secretary in the project; 
and 

(B) states that the contingent commit-
ment— 

(i) is not an obligation of the Federal 
Government; and 

(ii) is subject to the availability of ap-
propriations for grants under this section 
and subject to Federal laws in force or en-
acted after the date of the contingent com-
mitment. 

(2) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days be-

fore issuing a letter under paragraph (1), the 
Secretary shall submit written notification 
to— 

(i) the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate; 

(ii) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate; 

(iii) the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives; and 

(iv) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives. 

(B) Contents.—The notification submitted 
pursuant to subparagraph (A) shall include— 

(i) a copy of the proposed letter; 
(ii) the criteria used under subsection (d) 

for selecting the project for a grant award; 
and 

(iii) a description of how the project 
meets such criteria. 

(3) APPROPRIATIONS REQUIRED.—An obliga-
tion or administrative commitment may be 
made under this section only when amounts 
are appropriated for such purpose. 

(h) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts appropriated for 
carrying out this section shall remain available 
until expended. 

(i) GRANT CONDITIONS.—Except as specifically 
provided in this section, the use of any amounts 
appropriated for grants under this section shall 
be subject to the grant conditions under section 
24405. 

(Added Pub. L. 114–94, div. A, title XI, § 11302(a), 
Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1648.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of the Passenger Rail Reform 

and Investment Act of 2015, referred to in subsec. 

(a)(5)(C), is the date of enactment of title XI of div. A 

of Pub. L. 114–94, which was approved Dec. 4, 2015. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 2015, see section 1003 of Pub. 

L. 114–94, set out as an Effective Date of 2015 Amend-

ment note under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Or-

ganization and Employees. 

PART D—HIGH-SPEED RAIL 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior part D, consisting of chapter 261, was redesig-

nated part E of this subtitle by Pub. L. 103–440, title I, 

§ 103(a)(1), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4616. 

CHAPTER 261—HIGH-SPEED RAIL 
ASSISTANCE 

Sec. 

26101. High-speed rail corridor planning. 

26102. High-speed rail technology improvements. 

26103. Safety regulations. 

26104. Authorization of appropriations. 

26105. Definitions. 

26106. High-speed rail corridor development. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior chapter 261, consisting of sections 26101 and 

26102, was renumbered chapter 281 of this title by Pub. 

L. 103–440, title I, § 103(a)(1), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4616. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Pub. L. 110–432, div. B, title V, § 501(c), (e), Oct. 

16, 2008, 122 Stat. 4960, 4963, substituted ‘‘High-speed rail 

corridor planning’’ for ‘‘Corridor development’’ in item 

26101 and added item 26106. 

2005—Pub. L. 109–59, title IX, § 9001(a)(2), Aug. 10, 2005, 

119 Stat. 1919, substituted ‘‘development’’ for ‘‘plan-

ning’’ in item 26101. 

§ 26101. High-speed rail corridor planning 

(a) CORRIDOR PLANNING ASSISTANCE.—(1) The 
Secretary may provide under this section finan-
cial assistance to a public agency or group of 
public agencies for corridor planning for up to 50 
percent of the publicly financed costs associated 
with eligible activities. 

(2) No less than 20 percent of the publicly fi-
nanced costs associated with eligible activities 
shall come from State and local sources, which 
State and local sources may not include funds 
from any Federal program. 

(b) ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES.—(1) A corridor plan-
ning activity is eligible for financial assistance 
under subsection (a) if the Secretary determines 
that it is necessary to establish appropriate en-
gineering, operational, financial, environ-
mental, or socioeconomic projections for the es-
tablishment of high-speed rail service in the cor-
ridor and that it leads toward development of a 
prudent financial and institutional plan for im-
plementation of specific high-speed rail im-
provements, or if it is an activity described in 
subparagraph (M). Eligible corridor planning ac-
tivities include— 

(A) environmental assessments; 
(B) feasibility studies emphasizing commer-

cial technology improvements or applications; 
(C) economic analyses, including ridership, 

revenue, and operating expense forecasting; 
(D) assessing the impact on rail employment 

of developing high-speed rail corridors; 
(E) assessing community economic impacts; 
(F) coordination with State and metropoli-

tan area transportation planning and corridor 
planning with other States; 
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