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United States, a ticket for a flight in foreign air 
transportation to a country listed on the Inter-
net Web site established under subsection (a) 
shall refer the purchaser of the ticket to the 
Internet Web site established under subsection 
(a) for additional information. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–95, title IV, § 415(a), Feb. 14, 
2012, 126 Stat. 95.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Requirements of this section to begin to apply 60 

days after Feb. 14, 2012, except as otherwise provided, 

see section 415(c) of Pub. L. 112–95, set out as a note 

under section 42301 of this title. 
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AMENDMENTS 

2004—Pub. L. 108–297, § 6(b), Aug. 9, 2004, 118 Stat. 1097, 

added item 44113. 

§ 44101. Operation of aircraft 

(a) REGISTRATION REQUIREMENT.—Except as 
provided in subsection (b) of this section, a per-
son may operate an aircraft only when the air-
craft is registered under section 44103 of this 
title. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—A person may operate an air-
craft in the United States that is not reg-
istered— 

(1) when authorized under section 40103(d) or 
41703 of this title; 

(2) when it is an aircraft of the national de-
fense forces of the United States and is identi-
fied in a way satisfactory to the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Administration; 
and 

(3) for a reasonable period of time after a 
transfer of ownership, under regulations pre-
scribed by the Administrator. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 
1161.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

44101(a) ...... 49 App.:1401(a) (1st 
sentence words 
before proviso less 
words between pa-
rentheses). 

Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
§ 501(a), 72 Stat. 771. 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES—CONTINUED 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

44101(b) ...... 49 App.:1401(a) (1st 
sentence words 
between paren-
theses, proviso, 
last sentence). 

49 App.:1655(c)(1). Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 6(c)(1), 80 Stat. 938; Jan. 
12, 1983, Pub. L. 97–449, 
§ 7(b), 96 Stat. 2444. 

In this section, the word ‘‘navigate’’ is omitted as 

being included in the definition of ‘‘operate aircraft’’ in 

section 40102(a) of the revised title. 
In subsection (a), the words ‘‘Except as provided in 

subsection (b) of this section’’ are added for clarity. 

The words ‘‘a person may . . . an aircraft only when the 

aircraft is registered under section 44103 of this title’’ 

are substituted for ‘‘It shall be unlawful . . . any air-

craft eligible for registration if such aircraft is not reg-

istered by its owner as provided in this section, or . . . 

any aircraft not eligible for registration’’ for clarity 

and to eliminate unnecessary words. 
In subsection (b), before clause (1), the words ‘‘A per-

son may operate an aircraft in the United States that 

is not registered’’ are substituted for ‘‘may be operated 

and navigated without being so registered’’ and ‘‘may 

. . . permit the operation and navigation of aircraft 

without registration’’ for clarity. In clause (2), the 

words ‘‘identified in a way’’ are substituted for ‘‘identi-

fied, by the agency having jurisdiction over them, in a 

manner’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2004 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 108–297, § 7, Aug. 9, 2004, 118 Stat. 1097, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This Act [see Short Title of 2004 Amend-

ment note set out under section 40101 of this title], in-

cluding any amendments made by this Act, shall take 

effect on the date the Cape Town Treaty (as defined in 

section 44113 of title 49, United States Code) enters into 

force with respect to the United States and shall not 

apply to any registration or recordation that was made 

before such effective date under chapter 441 of such 

title or any legal rights relating to such registration or 

recordation.’’ [The Cape Town Treaty entered into 

force with respect to the United States on Mar. 1, 2006. 

See 71 F.R. 8457.] 

REGULATIONS 

Pub. L. 108–297, § 4, Aug. 9, 2004, 118 Stat. 1096, pro-

vided that: 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the Federal 

Aviation Administration shall issue regulations nec-

essary to carry out this Act [see Short Title of 2004 

Amendment note set out under section 40101 of this 

title], including any amendments made by this Act. 
‘‘(b) CONTENTS OF REGULATIONS.—Regulations to be 

issued under this Act shall specify, at a minimum, the 

requirements for— 
‘‘(1) the registration of aircraft previously reg-

istered in a country in which the Cape Town Treaty 

is in effect; and 
‘‘(2) the cancellation of registration of a civil air-

craft of the United States based on a request made in 

accordance with the Cape Town Treaty. 
‘‘(c) EXPEDITED RULEMAKING PROCESS.— 

‘‘(1) FINAL RULE.—The Administrator shall issue 

regulations under this section by publishing a final 

rule by December 31, 2004. 
‘‘(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The final rule shall not be ef-

fective before the date the Cape Town Treaty enters 

into force with respect to the United States [Mar. 1, 

2006, see Effective Date of 2004 Amendment note 

above]. 
‘‘(3) ECONOMIC ANALYSIS.—The Administrator shall 

not be required to prepare an economic analysis of 

the cost and benefits of the final rule. 
‘‘(d) APPLICABILITY OF TREATY.—Notwithstanding 

parts 47.37(a)(3)(ii) and 47.47(a)(2) of title 14, of the Code 
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