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for not more than 3 years, or both, if that indi-
vidual—

(1) knowingly and willfully serves or at-
tempts to serve in any capacity as an airman
operating an aircraft in air transportation
without an airman’s certificate authorizing
the individual to serve in that capacity; or

(2) knowingly and willfully employs for serv-
ice or uses in any capacity as an airman to op-
erate an aircraft in air transportation an indi-
vidual who does not have an airman’s certifi-
cate authorizing the individual to serve in
that capacity.

(b) CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE CRIMINAL PEN-
ALTY.—

(1) CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES DEFINED.—In
this subsection, the term ‘‘controlled sub-
stance’ has the meaning given that term in
section 102 of the Comprehensive Drug Abuse
Prevention and Control Act of 1970 (21 U.S.C.
802).

(2) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—An individual violat-
ing subsection (a) shall be fined under title 18
or imprisoned for not more than 5 years, or
both, if the violation is related to transporting
a controlled substance by aircraft or aiding or
facilitating a controlled substance violation
and that transporting, aiding, or facilitating—

(A) is punishable by death or imprison-
ment of more than 1 year under a Federal or

State law; or

(B) is related to an act punishable by death
or imprisonment for more than 1 year under

a Federal or State law related to a con-

trolled substance (except a law related to

simple possession (as that term is used in
section 46306(c)) of a controlled substance).

(3) TERMS OF IMPRISONMENT.—A term of im-
prisonment imposed under paragraph (2) shall
be served in addition to, and not concurrently
with, any other term of imprisonment imposed
on the individual subject to the imprisonment.

(Added Pub. L. 106-181, title V, §509(a), Apr. 5,
2000, 114 Stat. 141.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section applicable only to fiscal years beginning
after Sept. 30, 1999, see section 3 of Pub. L. 106-181, set
out as an Effective Date of 2000 Amendments note
under section 106 of this title.

§46318. Interference with cabin or flight crew

(a) GENERAL RULE.—An individual who phys-
ically assaults or threatens to physically as-
sault a member of the flight crew or cabin crew
of a civil aircraft or any other individual on the
aircraft, or takes any action that poses an im-
minent threat to the safety of the aircraft or
other individuals on the aircraft is liable to the
United States Government for a civil penalty of
not more than $25,000.

(b) COMPROMISE AND SETOFF.—

(1) COMPROMISE.—The Secretary may com-
promise the amount of a civil penalty imposed
under this section.

(2) SETOFF.—The United States Government
may deduct the amount of a civil penalty im-
posed or compromised under this section from
amounts the Government owes the person lia-
ble for the penalty.

TITLE 49—TRANSPORTATION

§46501

(Added Pub. L. 106-181, title V, §511(a), Apr. 5,
2000, 114 Stat. 142.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section applicable only to fiscal years beginning
after Sept. 30, 1999, see section 3 of Pub. L. 106-181, set
out as an Effective Date of 2000 Amendments note
under section 106 of this title.

§46319. Permanent closure of an airport without
providing sufficient notice

(a) PROHIBITION.—A public agency (as defined
in section 47102) may not permanently close an
airport listed in the national plan of integrated
airport systems under section 47103 without pro-
viding written notice to the Administrator of
the Federal Aviation Administration at least 30
days before the date of the closure.

(b) PUBLICATION OF NOTICE.—The Adminis-
trator shall publish each notice received under
subsection (a) in the Federal Register.

(c) CiviL PENALTY.—A public agency violating
subsection (a) shall be liable for a civil penalty
of $10,000 for each day that the airport remains
closed without having given the notice required
by this section.

(Added Pub. L. 108-176, title I, §185(a), Dec. 12,
2003, 117 Stat. 2517.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section applicable only to fiscal years beginning
after Sept. 30, 2003, except as otherwise specifically pro-
vided, see section 3 of Pub. L. 108-176, set out as an Ef-
fective Date of 2003 Amendment note under section 106
of this title.
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AMENDMENTS

2001—Pub. L. 107-71, title I, §114(b), Nov. 19, 2001, 115
Stat. 623, added item 46503 ‘‘Interference with security
screening personnel’.

1994—Pub. L. 103-322, title VI, §60003(b)(1), Sept. 13,
1994, 108 Stat. 1970, substituted ‘‘Repealed’ for ‘‘Death
penalty sentencing procedure for aircraft piracy’ in
item 46503.

§46501. Definitions

In this chapter—

(1) ‘“‘aircraft in flight”” means an aircraft
from the moment all external doors are closed
following boarding—

(A) through the moment when one exter-
nal door is opened to allow passengers to
leave the aircraft; or

(B) until, if a forced landing, competent
authorities take over responsibility for the

180 in original. This item probably should not appear.
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