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(i) Whenever the publication of an invention 
by the granting of a patent may, in the opinion 
of the President, be detrimental to the public 
safety or defense, or may assist the enemy or 
endanger the successful prosecution of the war, 
he may order that the invention be kept secret 
and withhold the grant of a patent until the end 
of the war: Provided, That the invention dis-
closed in the application for said patent may be 
held abandoned upon it being established before 
or by the Under Secretary of Commerce for In-
tellectual Property and Director of the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office that, in 
violation of said order, said invention has been 
published or that an application for a patent 
therefor has been filed in any other country, by 
the inventor or his assigns or legal representa-
tives, without the consent or approval of the 
commissioner or under a license of the Presi-
dent. 

When an applicant whose patent is withheld as 
herein provided and who faithfully obeys the 
order of the President above referred to shall 
tender his invention to the Government of the 
United States for its use, he shall, if he ulti-
mately receives a patent, have the right to sue 
for compensation in the United States Court of 
Federal Claims, such right to compensation to 
begin from the date of the use of the invention 
by the Government. 

(Oct. 6, 1917, ch. 106, § 10, 40 Stat. 420; Mar. 10, 
1928, ch. 167, § 19, 45 Stat. 277; Aug. 8, 1946, ch. 910, 
§ 13, 60 Stat. 944; Pub. L. 97–164, title I, 
§ 160(a)(17), Apr. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 48; Pub. L. 
102–572, title IX, § 902(b)(1), Oct. 29, 1992, 106 Stat. 
4516; Pub. L. 106–113, div. B, § 1000(a)(9) [title IV, 
§ 4732(b)(26)], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1536, 
1501A–585.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this Act’’, meaning act Oct. 6, 1917, ch. 106, 40 Stat. 

411, known as the Trading with the enemy Act, also 

known as the Trading with the Enemy Act, which is 

classified principally to this chapter. For complete 

classification of this Act to the Code, see section 4301 

of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 10 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

The provisions of subsection (i) of this section are 

similar to the provisions of act Oct. 6, 1917, ch. 95, 40 

Stat. 394, which was repealed and superseded by act 

Feb. 1, 1952, ch. 4, 66 Stat. 3. Act Feb. 1, 1952, was re-

pealed by act July 19, 1952, ch. 950, § 5, 66 Stat. 815. See 

section 181 of Title 35. 

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 106–113 substituted ‘‘Under 

Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and 

Director of the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office’’ for ‘‘Commissioner of Patents’’. 

1992—Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 102–572 substituted ‘‘United 

States Court of Federal Claims’’ for ‘‘United States 

Claims Court’’. 

1982—Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 97–164 substituted ‘‘United 

States Claims Court’’ for ‘‘Court of Claims’’. 

1946—Subsec. (a). Act Aug. 8, 1946, repealed subsec. 

(a). 

1928—Subsec. (f). Act Mar. 10, 1928, added par. at end. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1999 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 106–113 effective 4 months 

after Nov. 29, 1999, see section 1000(a)(9) [title IV, § 4731] 

of Pub. L. 106–113, set out as a note under section 1 of 

Title 35, Patents. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1992 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 102–572 effective Oct. 29, 1992, 

see section 911 of Pub. L. 102–572, set out as a note 

under section 171 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial 

Procedure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1982 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–164 effective Oct. 1, 1982, 

see section 402 of Pub. L. 97–164, set out as a note under 

section 171 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Proce-

dure. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions vested by law in Alien Property Custodian 

and Office of Alien Property Custodian transferred to 

Attorney General by Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1947, § 101, eff. 

July 1, 1947, 12 F.R. 4534, 61 Stat. 951, set out in the Ap-

pendix to Title 5, Government Organization and Em-

ployees. 

§ 4311. Importations prohibited 

Whenever during the present war the Presi-
dent shall find that the public safety so requires 
and shall make proclamation thereof it shall be 
unlawful to import into the United States from 
any country named in such proclamation any 
article or articles mentioned in such proclama-
tion except at such time or times, and under 
such regulations or orders, and subject to such 
limitations and exceptions as the President 
shall prescribe, until otherwise ordered by the 
President or by Congress: Provided, however, 
That no preference shall be given to the ports of 
one State over those of another. 

(Oct. 6, 1917, ch. 106, § 11, 40 Stat. 422.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 11 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

§ 4312. Property transferred to Alien Property 
Custodian 

All moneys (including checks and drafts pay-
able on demand) paid to or received by the alien 
property custodian pursuant to this chapter 
shall be deposited forthwith in the Treasury of 
the United States, and may be invested and re-
invested by the Secretary of the Treasury in 
United States bonds or United States certifi-
cates of indebtedness, under such rules and regu-
lations as the President shall prescribe for such 
deposit, investment, and sale of securities; and 
as soon after the end of the war as the President 
shall deem practicable, such securities shall be 
sold and the proceeds deposited in the Treasury. 

All other property of an enemy, or ally of 
enemy, conveyed, transferred, assigned, deliv-
ered, or paid to the alien property custodian 
hereunder shall be safely held and administered 
by him except as hereinafter provided; and the 
President is authorized to designate as a deposi-
tary, or depositaries, of property of an enemy or 
ally of enemy, any bank, or banks, or trust com-
pany, or trust companies, or other suitable de-
positary or depositaries, located and doing busi-
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