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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

15:5804(b) (2d, last Nov. 4, 1992, Pub. L. 102-588,

sentences). §505(b) (2d, last sen-
tences), 106 Stat. 5125.
AMENDMENTS

2010—Pub. L. 111-314 successively renumbered section
70305 of title 49 and section 70305 of this title as this
section.

CHAPTER 513—SPACE RESOURCE COMMER-
CIAL EXPLORATION AND UTILIZATION

Sec.

51301. Definitions.

51302. Commercial exploration and commercial re-
covery.

51303. Asteroid resource and space resource rights.

AMENDMENTS

2015—Pub. L. 114-90, title IV, §402(a), Nov. 25, 2015, 129
Stat. 720, added chapter 513 and items 51301 to 51303.

§51301. Definitions

In this chapter:

(1) ASTEROID RESOURCE.—The term ‘‘asteroid
resource’ means a space resource found on or
within a single asteroid.

(2) SPACE RESOURCE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘space re-
source’ means an abiotic resource in situ in
outer space.

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘space re-
source’’ includes water and minerals.

(3) TUNITED STATES CITIZEN.—The term
““United States citizen’ has the meaning given
the term ‘‘citizen of the United States’ in sec-
tion 50902.

(Added Pub. L. 114-90, title IV, §402(a), Nov. 25,
2015, 129 Stat. 721.)

§51302. Commercial exploration and commercial
recovery

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President, acting
through appropriate Federal agencies, shall—

(1) facilitate commercial exploration for and
commercial recovery of space resources by
United States citizens;

(2) discourage government barriers to the de-
velopment in the United States of economi-
cally viable, safe, and stable industries for
commercial exploration for and commercial
recovery of space resources in manners con-
sistent with the international obligations of
the United States; and

(3) promote the right of United States citi-
zens to engage in commercial exploration for
and commercial recovery of space resources
free from harmful interference, in accordance
with the international obligations of the
United States and subject to authorization
and continuing supervision by the Federal
Government.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this section, the President
shall submit to Congress a report on commercial
exploration for and commercial recovery of
space resources by United States citizens that
specifies—

TITLE 51—NATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL SPACE PROGRAMS

§51303

(1) the authorities necessary to meet the
international obligations of the United States,
including authorization and continuing super-
vision by the Federal Government; and

(2) recommendations for the allocation of re-
sponsibilities among Federal agencies for the
activities described in paragraph (1).

(Added Pub. L. 114-90, title IV, §402(a), Nov. 25,
2015, 129 Stat. 721.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in
subsec. (b), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 114-90,
which was approved Nov. 25, 2015.

§51303. Asteroid resource and space resource
rights

A United States citizen engaged in commer-
cial recovery of an asteroid resource or a space
resource under this chapter shall be entitled to
any asteroid resource or space resource ob-
tained, including to possess, own, transport, use,
and sell the asteroid resource or space resource
obtained in accordance with applicable law, in-
cluding the international obligations of the
United States.

(Added Pub. L. 114-90, title IV, §402(a), Nov. 25,
2015, 129 Stat. 721.)

Subtitle VI—Earth Observations

CHAPTER 601—LAND REMOTE SENSING
POLICY

SUBCHAPTER I—-GENERAL

Sec.
60101. Definitions.
SUBCHAPTER II—LANDSAT
60111. Landsat Program Management.
60112. Transfer of Landsat 6 program responsibil-
ities.
60113. Data policy for Landsat 7.

SUBCHAPTER III—LICENSING OF PRIVATE
REMOTE SENSING SPACE SYSTEMS

60121. General licensing authority.

60122. Conditions for operation.

60123. Administrative authority of Secretary.
60124. Regulatory authority of Secretary.
60125. Agency activities.

60126. Annual reports.

SUBCHAPTER IV—RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT,
AND DEMONSTRATION

60131. Continued Federal research and development.

60132. Availability of federally gathered unenhanced
data.

60133. Technology demonstration program.

60134. Preference for private sector land remote

sensing system.
SUBCHAPTER V—GENERAL PROVISIONS

60141. Nondiscriminatory data availability.
60142. Archiving of data.

60143. Nonreproduction.

60144. Reimbursement for assistance.

60145. Acquisition of equipment.

60146. Radio frequency allocation.

60147. Consultation.

60148. Enforcement.

SUBCHAPTER VI—PROHIBITION OF
COMMERCIALIZATION OF WEATHER SATELLITES

60161. Prohibition.
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