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States national security and civil government
missions;

(3) the Space Transportation System con-
tributes to the expansion of United States pri-
vate sector investment and involvement in
space and therefore should serve commercial
users;

(4) the availability of the Space Transpor-
tation System to foreign users for peaceful
purposes is an important means of promoting
international cooperative activities in the na-
tional interest and in maintaining access to
space for activities which enhance the secu-
rity and welfare of humankind;

(5) the United States is committed to main-
taining world leadership in space transpor-
tation;

(6) making the Space Transportation System
fully operational and cost effective in provid-
ing routine access to space will maximize the
national economic benefits of the system; and

(7) national goals and the objectives for the
Space Transportation System can be furthered
by a stable and fair pricing policy for the
Space Transportation System.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3428.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

42 U.S.C. 2466. Pub. L. 99-170, title II, §201,

Dec. 5, 1985, 99 Stat. 1017.

§70302. Purpose, policy, and goals

The purpose of this chapter is to set, for com-
mercial and foreign users, the reimbursement
pricing policy for the Space Transportation Sys-
tem that is consistent with the findings in-
cluded in section 70301 of this title, encourages
the full and effective use of space, and is de-
signed to achieve the following goals:

(1) The preservation of the role of the United
States as a leader in space research, tech-
nology, and development.

(2) The efficient and cost effective use of the
Space Transportation System.

(3) The achievement of greatly increased
commercial space activity.

(4) The enhancement of the international
competitive position of the United States.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3429.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

42 U.S.C. 2466a. Pub. L. 99-170, title II, §202,

Dec. 5, 1985, 99 Stat. 1017.

§70303. Definition of additive cost

In this chapter, the term ‘‘additive cost”
means the average direct and indirect costs to
the Administration of providing additional
flights of the Space Transportation System be-
yond the costs associated with those flights nec-
essary to meet the space transportation needs of
the United States Government.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3429.)

TITLE 51—NATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL SPACE PROGRAMS

§70304

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
70303 .......... 42 U.S.C. 2466Db. Pub. L. 99-170, title II, §203,
Dec. 5, 1985, 99 Stat. 1017.

The definition of ‘‘Administrator’ in section 203(1) of
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
Authorization Act of 1986 (Public Law 99-170, 99 Stat.
1017) is omitted as unnecessary because of the defini-
tion added by section 10101 of title 51.

§70304. Duties of Administrator

(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF
REIMBURSEMENT RECOVERY SYSTEM.—The Ad-
ministrator shall establish and implement a
pricing system to recover reimbursement in ac-
cordance with the pricing policy under section
70302 of this title from each commercial or for-
eign user of the Space Transportation System,
which, except as provided in subsections (c), (d),
and (e), shall include a base price of not less
than $74,000,000 for each flight of the Space
Transportation System in 1982 dollars.

(b) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Hach year the Ad-
ministrator shall submit to the President of the
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate, and the Com-
mittee on Science and Technology of the House
of Representatives a report, transmitted con-
temporaneously with the annual budget request
of the President, which shall inform Congress
how the policy goals contained in section 70302
of this title are being furthered by the shuttle
price for foreign and commercial users.

(c) REDUCTION OF BASE PRICE.—

(1) AUTHORITY TO REDUCE.—If at any time the
Administrator finds that the policy goals con-
tained in section 70302 of this title are not
being achieved, the Administrator shall have
authority to reduce the base price established
in subsection (a) after 45 days following re-
ceipt by the President of the Senate, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation of the Senate, and the Committee on
Science and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives of a notice by the Administrator
containing a description of the proposed re-
duction together with a full and complete
statement of the facts and circumstances
which necessitate such proposed reduction.

(2) MINIMUM PRICE.—In no case shall the min-
imum price established under paragraph (1) be
less than additive cost.

(d) Low OR NO-COST FLIGHTS.—The Adminis-
trator may set a price lower than the price de-
termined under subsection (a) or (c), or provide
no-cost flights, for any commercial or foreign
user of the Space Transportation System that is
involved in research, development, or dem-
onstration programs with the Administration.

(e) CUSTOMER INCENTIVES.—Notwithstanding
the provisions of subsection (a), the Adminis-
trator shall have the authority to offer reason-
able customer incentives consistent with the
policy goals in section 70302 of this title.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3429.)
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