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Subtitle I—Voting Rights

CHAPTER 101—GENERALLY

Sec.
10101. Voting rights.

10102. Interference with freedom of elections.

§10101. Voting rights

(a) Race, color, or previous condition not to af-
fect right to vote; uniform standards for vot-
ing qualifications; errors or omissions from
papers; literacy tests; agreements between
Attorney General and State or local authori-
ties; definitions

(1) All citizens of the United States who are
otherwise qualified by law to vote at any elec-
tion by the people in any State, Territory, dis-
trict, county, city, parish, township, school dis-
trict, municipality, or other territorial subdivi-
sion, shall be entitled and allowed to vote at all
such elections, without distinction of race,
color, or previous condition of servitude; any
constitution, law, custom, usage, or regulation
of any State or Territory, or by or under its au-
thority, to the contrary notwithstanding.

(2) No person acting under color of law shall—

(A) in determining whether any individual is
qualified under State law or laws to vote in
any election, apply any standard, practice, or
procedure different from the standards, prac-
tices, or procedures applied under such law or
laws to other individuals within the same
county, parish, or similar political subdivision
who have been found by State officials to be
qualified to vote;

(B) deny the right of any individual to vote
in any election because of an error or omission
on any record or paper relating to any applica-
tion, registration, or other act requisite to
voting, if such error or omission is not mate-
rial in determining whether such individual is
qualified under State law to vote in such elec-
tion; or

(C) employ any literacy test as a qualifica-
tion for voting in any election unless (i) such
test is administered to each individual and is
conducted wholly in writing, and (ii) a cer-
tified copy of the test and of the answers given
by the individual is furnished to him within
twenty-five days of the submission of his re-
quest made within the period of time during
which records and papers are required to be re-
tained and preserved pursuant to title III of
the Civil Rights Act of 1960 [62 U.S.C. 20701 et
seq.]: Provided, however, That the Attorney
General may enter into agreements with ap-
propriate State or local authorities that prep-
aration, conduct, and maintenance of such
tests in accordance with the provisions of ap-
plicable State or local law, including such spe-
cial provisions as are necessary in the prepara-
tion, conduct, and maintenance of such tests
for persons who are blind or otherwise phys-
ically handicapped, meet the purposes of this
subparagraph and constitute compliance
therewith.

(3) For purposes of this subsection—
(A) the term ‘vote’” shall have the same
meaning as in subsection (e) of this section;
(B) the phrase ‘‘literacy test’’ includes any
test of the ability to read, write, understand,
or interpret any matter.

(b) Intimidation, threats, or coercion

No person, whether acting under color of law
or otherwise, shall intimidate, threaten, coerce,
or attempt to intimidate, threaten, or coerce
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