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approach to addressing border security threats. These 

multi-agency teams are designed to increase informa-

tion-sharing and collaboration among the participat-

ing law enforcement agencies. 
‘‘(5) BEST teams incorporate personnel from ICE, 

United States Customs and Border Protection (CBP), 

the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), the Bu-

reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 

(ATFE), the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), 

the United States Coast Guard (USCG), and the U.S. 

Attorney’s Office (USAO), along with other key Fed-

eral, State and local law enforcement agencies. 
‘‘(6) Foreign law enforcement agencies participat-

ing in BEST include Mexico’s Secretaria de 

Seguridad Publica (SSP), the Canada Border Services 

Agency (CBSA), the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP), 

and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP).’’ 

§ 241. Prevention of international child abduc-
tion 

(a) Program established 

The Secretary, through the Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection (referred to 
in this section as ‘‘CBP’’), in coordination with 
the Secretary of State, the Attorney General, 
and the Director of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, shall establish a program that— 

(1) seeks to prevent a child (as defined in 
section 1204(b)(1) of title 18) from departing 
from the territory of the United States if a 
parent or legal guardian of such child presents 
a court order from a court of competent juris-
diction prohibiting the removal of such child 
from the United States to a CBP Officer in suf-
ficient time to prevent such departure for the 
duration of such court order; and 

(2) leverages other existing authorities and 
processes to address the wrongful removal and 
return of a child. 

(b) Interagency coordination 

(1) In general 

The Secretary of State shall convene and 
chair an interagency working group to prevent 
international parental child abduction. The 
group shall be composed of presidentially ap-
pointed, Senate confirmed officials from— 

(A) the Department of State; 
(B) the Department of Homeland Security, 

including U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion and U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement; and 

(C) the Department of Justice, including 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

(2) Department of Defense 

The Secretary of Defense shall designate an 

official within the Department of Defense— 
(A) to coordinate with the Department of 

State on international child abduction is-

sues; and 
(B) to oversee activities designed to pre-

vent or resolve international child abduction 

cases relating to active duty military serv-

ice members. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title IV, § 433, as added Pub. L. 

113–150, title III, § 301(a), Aug. 8, 2014, 128 Stat. 

1822.) 

PART D—IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT FUNCTIONS 

§ 251. Transfer of functions to Under Secretary 
for Border and Transportation Security 

In accordance with subchapter XII (relating to 

transition provisions), there shall be transferred 

from the Commissioner of Immigration and Nat-

uralization to the Under Secretary for Border 

and Transportation Security all functions per-

formed under the following programs, and all 

personnel, assets, and liabilities pertaining to 

such programs, immediately before such trans-

fer occurs: 
(1) The Border Patrol program. 
(2) The detention and removal program. 
(3) The intelligence program. 
(4) The investigations program. 
(5) The inspections program. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title IV, § 441, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2192.) 

§ 252. Establishment of Bureau of Border Secu-
rity 

(a) Establishment of Bureau 

(1) In general 

There shall be in the Department of Home-

land Security a bureau to be known as the 

‘‘Bureau of Border Security’’. 

(2) Assistant Secretary 

The head of the Bureau of Border Security 

shall be the Assistant Secretary of the Bureau 

of Border Security, who— 

(A) shall report directly to the Under Sec-

retary for Border and Transportation Secu-

rity; and 

(B) shall have a minimum of 5 years pro-

fessional experience in law enforcement, and 

a minimum of 5 years of management expe-

rience. 

(3) Functions 

The Assistant Secretary of the Bureau of 

Border Security— 

(A) shall establish the policies for perform-

ing such functions as are— 

(i) transferred to the Under Secretary for 

Border and Transportation Security by 

section 251 of this title and delegated to 

the Assistant Secretary by the Under Sec-

retary for Border and Transportation Se-

curity; or 

(ii) otherwise vested in the Assistant 

Secretary by law; 

(B) shall oversee the administration of 

such policies; and 

(C) shall advise the Under Secretary for 

Border and Transportation Security with re-

spect to any policy or operation of the Bu-

reau of Border Security that may affect the 

Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Serv-

ices established under part E of this sub-

chapter, including potentially conflicting 

policies or operations. 

(4) Program to collect information relating to 
foreign students 

The Assistant Secretary of the Bureau of 

Border Security shall be responsible for ad-

ministering the program to collect informa-

tion relating to nonimmigrant foreign stu-

dents and other exchange program partici-

pants described in section 1372 of title 8, in-

cluding the Student and Exchange Visitor In-

formation System established under that sec-

tion, and shall use such information to carry 

out the enforcement functions of the Bureau. 
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