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more rapidly, or at less cost than if performed 
by the Department of Agriculture, may enter 
into contracts with such public or private orga-
nizations or individuals as he may find qualified 
to carry on work under this section without re-
gard to the provisions of section 6101 of title 41, 
and with respect to such contracts he may make 
advance progress or other payments without re-
gard to the provisions of section 3324(a) and (b) 
of title 31. Contracts under this section may be 
made for work to continue not more than four 
years from the date of any such contract. Not-
withstanding the provisions of section 5 of the 
Act of June 20, 1874, as amended (31 U.S.C. 713), 
any unexpended balances of appropriations prop-
erly obligated by contracting with an organiza-
tion as provided in this subsection may remain 
upon the books of the Treasury for not more 
than five fiscal years before being carried to the 
surplus fund and covered into the Treasury. Re-
search authorized under this subsection shall be 
conducted so far as practicable at laboratories 
of the Department of Agriculture. Projects con-
ducted under contract with public and private 
agencies shall be supplemental to and coordi-
nated with research of these laboratories. Any 
contracts made pursuant to this authority shall 
contain requirements making the results of re-
search and investigations available to the public 
through dedication, assignment to the Govern-
ment, or such other means as the Secretary 
shall determine. 

(b) In order to carry out further the purposes 
of section 427 of this title, other than research 
on utilization of agricultural commodities and 
the products thereof, and in addition to all other 
appropriations authorized by sections 427 to 427j 
of this title, there is authorized to be appro-
priated for cooperative research with the State 
agricultural experiment stations and such other 
appropriate agencies as may be mutually agree-
able to the Department of Agriculture and the 
experiment stations concerned, the following 
sums: 

(1) $1,500,000 for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1947, and each subsequent fiscal year. 

(2) An additional $1,500,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1948, and each subsequent fis-
cal year. 

(3) An additional $1,500,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1949, and each subsequent fis-
cal year. 

(4) An additional $1,500,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1950, and each subsequent fis-
cal year. 

(5) In addition to the foregoing such addi-
tional funds beginning with the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1951, and thereafter, as the 
Congress may deem necessary. 

(c) The Secretary may incur necessary admin-
istrative expenses not to exceed 3 per centum of 
the amount appropriated in any fiscal year in 
carrying out this section, including the specific 
objects of expense enumerated in section 427b of 
this title. 

(d) The ‘‘Special research fund, Department of 
Agriculture,’’ provided by section 427c of this 
title, shall continue to be available solely for re-
search into laws and principles underlying basic 
problems of agriculture in its broadest aspects; 
research relating to the improvement of the 

quality of, and the development of, new and im-
proved methods of production of, distribution of, 
and new and extended uses and markets for, ag-
ricultural commodities and byproducts and 
manufactures thereof; and research relating to 
the conservation, development, and use of land 
and water resources for agricultural purposes. 
Such research shall be in addition to research 
provided for under other law (but both activities 
shall be coordinated so far as practicable) and 
shall be conducted by such agencies of the De-
partment of Agriculture as the Secretary of Ag-
riculture may designate or establish. 

(e) Appropriations for research work in the 
Department of Agriculture shall be available for 
accomplishing such purposes by contract 
through the means provided in subsection (a) of 
this section. 

(June 29, 1935, ch. 338, title I, § 10, as added Aug. 
14, 1946, ch. 966, title I, § 101(2), 60 Stat. 1085; 
amended July 28, 1954, ch. 591, 68 Stat. 574.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 5 of the Act of June 20, 1874, as amended (31 
U.S.C. 713), referred to in subsec. (a), was repealed by 
act July 6, 1949, ch. 299, § 3, 63 Stat. 407. 

Sections 427a to 427h and 427j of this title, referred to 
in text, were repealed by act Aug. 11, 1955, ch. 790, § 2, 
69 Stat. 674. See sections 361a to 361i of this title. 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (a), ‘‘section 6101 of title 41’’ substituted 
for ‘‘section 3709, Revised Statutes’’ on authority of 
Pub. L. 111–350, § 6(c), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3854, which 
Act enacted Title 41, Public Contracts. 

In subsec. (a), ‘‘section 3324(a) and (b) of title 31’’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘section 3648, Revised Statutes [31 U.S.C. 
529]’’ on authority of Pub. L. 97–258, § 4(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 
96 Stat. 1067, the first section of which enacted Title 31, 
Money and Finance. 

AMENDMENTS 

1954—Subsec. (e). Act July 23, 1954, added subsec. (e). 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

§ 427j. Repealed. Aug. 11, 1955, ch. 790, § 2, 69 
Stat. 674 

Section, act June 29, 1935, ch. 338, title I, § 11, as added 
Aug. 14, 1946, ch. 966, title I, § 101(2), 60 Stat. 1086; 
amended July 31, 1947, ch. 412, 61 Stat. 694; Aug. 30, 1954, 
ch. 1076, § 1(7), 68 Stat. 966, authorized use of funds ap-
propriated for agricultural research program for mar-
ket research projects and required an annual report to 
Congress. See sections 361a to 361h of this title. 

EXISTING RIGHTS AND LIABILITIES 

Any rights or liabilities existing under this section as 
unaffected by repeal, see section 2 of act Aug. 11, 1955, 
set out as a note under section 361 of this title. 

§ 428. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act June 4, 1956, ch. 355, title V, § 503, 70 Stat. 
240, related to options to purchase lands and was super-
seded by section 428a of this title. Similar provisions 
were contained in the following prior appropriation 
acts: 
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