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§ 439a. Powers and duties of Secretary of Agri-
culture 

In carrying out the purposes of sections 439 to 
439e of this title the Secretary is authorized, 
upon such terms and conditions as he deems rea-
sonable, and notwithstanding the provisions of 
any other law— 

(a) to provide for the operation of such 
plants by lease or other arrangement; 

(b) to operate such plants, where operation 
by others will not, in the judgment of the Sec-
retary, accomplish the purpose of sections 439 
to 439e of this title. 

Such plants may be operated in the furtherance 
of any authorized activities of the Department 
of Agriculture, and any lease, or other arrange-
ment may be upon such terms and conditions as 
to result in the plant being operated for such 
purposes. 

(July 2, 1948, ch. 818, § 2, 62 Stat. 1234.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of all officers, agencies, and employees of 
Department of Agriculture transferred, with certain ex-
ceptions, to Secretary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. 
Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, 
set out as a note under section 2201 of this title. 

§ 439b. Recommendations to Congress for dis-
continuance of plants 

Whenever the Secretary finds that the oper-
ation of any plant or plants as provided in sec-
tions 439 to 439e of this title is no longer nec-
essary or desirable, he shall report such fact to 
Congress with his recommendations for the dis-
position thereof. 

(July 2, 1948, ch. 818, § 3, 62 Stat. 1235.) 

§ 439c. Construction of additional facilities; ac-
quisition of property; incurment of expenses; 
rules and regulations 

For the purposes of sections 439 to 439e of this 
title, the Secretary of Agriculture is authorized 
(a) to construct and provide additional facilities 
and equipment necessary to the operation of 
such plants, and to maintain, repair, and alter 
such plants; (b) to acquire property or rights or 
interest therein by purchase, lease, gift, trans-
fer, condemnation, or otherwise; (c) to incur 
necessary administrative expenses, including 
personal services; and (d) to make such rules 
and regulations as may be necessary to carry 
out the purposes of said sections. 

(July 2, 1948, ch. 818, § 4, 62 Stat. 1235.) 

§ 439d. Assumption of obligations of Reconstruc-
tion Finance Corporation covering Musca-
tine, Iowa, plant 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall assume all 
obligations of the Reconstruction Finance Cor-
poration covering operations of the Muscatine, 
Iowa, plant, equipment, facilities, and appur-
tenant property outstanding at the date of 
transfer. 

(July 2, 1948, ch. 818, § 5, 62 Stat. 1235.) 

ABOLITION OF RECONSTRUCTION FINANCE CORPORATION 

Section 6(a) of 1957 Reorg. Plan No. 1, eff. June 30, 
1957, 22 F.R. 4633, 71 Stat. 647, set out in the Appendix 

to Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, 
abolished Reconstruction Finance Corporation. 

§ 439e. Authorization of appropriations; availabil-
ity of other appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated for 
the purposes of sections 439 to 439e of this title 
such sums as the Congress may from time to 
time determine to be necessary. Also, the Sec-
retary is authorized to use such sums from other 
appropriations or funds available to the bureaus, 
corporations, or agencies of the Department of 
Agriculture as he may deem necessary for ex-
penses in connection with maintaining these 
plants in standby condition while not under 
lease. 

(July 2, 1948, ch. 818, § 6, 62 Stat. 1235.) 

§ 440. Reimbursement of appropriations available 
for classing or grading agriculture commod-
ities without charge 

On and after June 29, 1949, appropriations 
available for classing or grading any agricul-
tural commodity without charge to the produc-
ers thereof may be reimbursed from nonadmin-
istrative funds of the Commodity Credit Cor-
poration for the cost of classing or grading any 
such commodity for producers who obtain Com-
modity Credit Corporation price support. 

(June 29, 1949, ch. 280, title I, 63 Stat. 344.) 

EXCEPTIONS FROM TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of Corporations of Department of Agri-
culture, boards of directors and officers of such cor-
porations; Advisory Board of Commodity Credit Cor-
poration; and Farm Credit Administration or any agen-
cy, officer or entity of, under, or subject to supervision 
of the said Administration excepted from functions of 
officers, agencies, and employees transferred to Sec-
retary of Agriculture by 1953 Reorg. Plan No. 2, § 1, eff. 
June 4, 1953, 18 F.R. 3219, 67 Stat. 633, set out as a note 
under section 2201 of this title. 

§ 441. Repealed. Pub. L. 85–36, title I, § 111, May 
23, 1957, 71 Stat. 35 

Section, act Sept. 22, 1951, ch. 409, 65 Stat. 335, related 
to prevention of entry of mollusks. See chapter 7B of 
this title. 

§ 442. Availability of grain to prevent waterfowl 
depredations; payment of packaging, trans-
porting, handling, and other charges 

For the purpose of preventing crop damage by 
migratory waterfowl, the Commodity Credit 
Corporation shall make available to the Sec-
retary of the Interior such wheat, corn, or other 
grains, acquired through price support oper-
ations and certified by the Commodity Credit 
Corporation to be available for purposes of sec-
tions 442 to 445 of this title or in such condition 
through spoilage or deterioration as not to be 
desirable for human consumption, as the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall requisition pursuant 
to section 443 of this title. With respect to any 
grain thus made available, the Commodity Cred-
it Corporation may pay packaging, transport-
ing, handling, and other charges up to the time 
of delivery to one or more designated locations 
in each State. 

(July 3, 1956, ch. 512, § 1, 70 Stat. 492.) 
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