§2204a

ciencies of conducting inspections of aircraft and pi-
lots by one Federal agency without reducing aircraft,
passenger, or pilot safety standards or lowering mis-
sion preparedness.

‘“(2) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Secretary of Agri-
culture and the Secretary of Transportation shall
jointly conduct a study of the inspection specifica-
tions and procedures by which aircraft and pilots con-
tracted by the Department are certified to determine
the cost efficiencies of eliminating duplicative De-
partment inspection requirements and transferring
some or all inspection requirements to the Federal
Aviation Administration, while ensuring that neither
aircraft, passenger, nor pilot safety is reduced and
that mission preparedness is maintained.

‘“(3) SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS.—In conducting the
study, the Secretaries shall evaluate current inspec-
tion specifications and procedures mandated by the
Department and the Forest Service, taking into con-
sideration the unique requirements and risks of par-
ticular Department and Forest Service missions that
may require special inspection specifications and pro-
cedures to ensure the safety of Department and For-
est Service personnel and their contractees.

‘(4) MAINTENANCE OF STANDARDS AND PREPARED-
NESS.—In making recommendations to transfer in-
spection authority or otherwise change Department
inspection specifications and procedures, the Sec-
retaries shall ensure that the implementation of any
such recommendations does not lower aircraft or
pilot standards or preparedness for Department or
Forest Service missions.

‘() SUBMISSION OF RESULTS.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act [Oct.
13, 1994], the Secretaries shall submit to Congress the
results of the study, including any recommendations
to transfer inspection authority or otherwise change
Department inspection specifications and procedures
and a cost-benefit analysis of such recommendations.
‘“(b) REVIEW OF RECENTLY ADOPTED AIRCRAFT POL-

ICY.—

‘(1 REVIEW REQUIRED.—The Secretaries shall re-
view the policy initiated by the Secretary of Agri-
culture on July 1, 1994, to accept Federal Aviation
Administration inspections on aircraft and pilots
that provide ‘airport to airport’ service for the Forest
Service. The policy is currently being cooperatively
developed by the Department and the Federal Avia-
tion Administration and is intended to reduce dupli-
cative inspections and to reduce Government costs,
while maintaining aircraft, passenger, and pilot safe-
ty standards, specifications and procedures currently
required by the Department and the Forest Service.

‘‘(2) EXPANSION OF POLICY.—As part of the review,
the Secretaries shall examine the feasibility and de-
sirability of applying this policy on a Government-
wide basis.

‘(3) SUBMISSION OF RESULTS.—Not later than one
year after the date of the implementation of the pol-
icy, the Secretary of Agriculture shall submit to Con-
gress the results of the review, including any recom-
mendations that the Secretary considers appro-
priate.”

ORDER OF SUCCESSION

For order of succession during any period when both
Secretary and Deputy Secretary of Agriculture are un-
able to perform functions and duties of office of Sec-
retary, see Ex. Ord. No. 13542, May 13, 2010, 75 F.R. 27921,
listed in a table under section 3345 of Title 5, Govern-
ment Organization and Employees.

§2204a. Rural development; utilization of non-
Federal offices; location of field units; inter-
change of personnel and facilities

The Secretary of Agriculture shall utilize to
the maximum extent practicable State, re-
gional, district, county, local, or other Depart-
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ment of Agriculture offices to enhance rural de-
velopment, and shall to the maximum extent
practicable provide directly, or, in the case of
agencies outside of the Department of Agri-
culture, through arrangements with the heads of
such agencies, for—

(1) the location of all field units of the Fed-
eral Government concerned with rural devel-
opment in the appropriate Department of Ag-
riculture offices covering the geographical
areas most similar to those covered by such
field units, and

(2) the interchange of personnel and facili-
ties in each such office to the extent necessary
or desirable to achieve the most efficient utili-
zation of such personnel and facilities and pro-
vide the most effective assistance in the devel-
opment of rural areas in accordance with
State rural development plans.

(Pub. L. 92419, title VI, §603(c), Aug. 30, 1972, 86
Stat. 675; Pub. L. 96-355, §4(5), Sept. 24, 1980, 94
Stat. 1174.)

AMENDMENTS

1980—Pub. L. 96-355 struck out designation for former
par. (1) and, in such par., redesignated former subpars.
(A) and (B) as pars. (1) and (2), respectively, and struck
out former par. (2) which related to contents of report
submitted under section 2204(b) of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 96-355 effective Oct. 1, 1980,
see section 10 of Pub. L. 96-355, set out as an Effective
Date note under section 2204b of this title.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Powers, duties, and assets of agencies, offices, and
other entities within Department of Agriculture relat-
ing to rural development functions transferred to Rural
Development Administration by section 2302(b) of Pub.
L. 101-624.

§2204b. Rural development policy

(a) Coordination of nationwide rural develop-
ment program using services of executive
branch departments and agencies and State
and local governments

The Secretary of Agriculture shall provide
leadership within the executive branch for, and
shall assume responsibility for coordinating, a
nationwide rural development program using
the services of executive branch departments
and agencies, including, but not limited to, the
agencies, bureaus, offices, and services of the
Department of Agriculture, in coordination with
rural development programs of State and local
governments.

(b) Policy development; systematic review of
Federal programs; access to information; de-
velopment of process to receive and assess
needs, goals, etc.; cooperative agreements to
improve Federal programs affecting rural
areas; public hearings and comments

(1) The Secretary shall conduct a systematic
review of Federal programs affecting rural areas
to (A) determine whether such areas are benefit-
ing from such programs in an equitable propor-
tion to the benefits received by urban areas and
(B) identify any factors that may restrict acces-
sibility to such programs in rural areas or limit
participation in such programs.
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