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1 So in original. Should be capitalized. 

(a) to (c) relating to authority to make grants to pay 
the cost of training firefighters and emergency medical 
personnel in rural areas, use of funds, and appropria-
tions for fiscal years 2003 through 2006. 

2006—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–171 substituted ‘‘2006’’ 
for ‘‘2007’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, see section 4 of 
Pub. L. 110–246, set out as an Effective Date note under 
section 8701 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER II—RURAL DEVELOPMENT 
AND SMALL FARM RESEARCH AND EDU-
CATION 

§ 2661. Statement of purposes and goals 

(a) The overall purpose of this subchapter is to 
foster a balanced national development that 
provides opportunities for increased numbers of 
the people of the United States to work and 
enjoy a high quality of life dispersed throughout 
our Nation by providing the essential knowledge 
necessary for successful programs of rural devel-
opment. It is further the purpose of this sub-
chapter to— 

(1) provide multistate regional agencies, 
States, counties, cities, multicounty planning 
and development districts, businesses, indus-
tries, Indian tribes on Federal and State res-
ervations or other federally recognized Indian 
tribal groups and others involved with public 
services and investments in rural areas or that 
provide or may provide employment in these 
areas the best available scientific, technical, 
economic, organizational, environmental, and 
management information and knowledge use-
ful to them, and to assist and encourage them 
in the interpretation and application of this 
information to practical problems and needs 
in rural development; 

(2) provide research and investigations in all 
fields that have as their purpose the develop-
ment of useful knowledge and information to 
assist those planning, carrying out, managing, 
or investing in facilities, services, businesses, 
or other enterprises, public and private, that 
may contribute to rural development; 

(3) increase the capabilities of, and encour-
age, colleges and universities to perform the 
vital public service roles of research, and the 
transfer and practical application of knowl-
edge, in support of rural development; 

(4) expand small farm research and extend 
training and technical assistance to small 
farm families in assessing their needs and op-
portunities and in using the best available 
knowledge on sound economic approaches to 
small farm operations and on existing services 
offered by the Department of Agriculture and 
other public and private agencies and organi-
zations to improve their income and to gain 
access to essential facilities and services; and 

(5) support activities to supplement and ex-
tend programs that address special research 
and education needs in States experiencing 
rapid social and economic adjustments or 
unique problems caused by rural isolation and 
that address national and regional rural devel-
opment policies, strategies, issues, and pro-
grams. 

(b) the 1 goals of this subchapter are to— 
(1) encourage and support rural United 

States, in order to help make it a better place 
to live, work, and enjoy life; 

(2) increase income and improve employ-
ment for persons in rural areas, including the 
owners or operators of small farms, small 
businesses, and rural youth; 

(3) improve the quality and availability of 
essential community services and facilities in 
rural areas; 

(4) improve the quantity and quality of rural 
housing; 

(5) improve the rural management of natural 
resources so that the growth and development 
of rural communities needed to support the 
family farm may be accommodated with mini-
mum effect on the natural environment and 
the agricultural land base; 

(6) improve the data base for rural develop-
ment decisionmaking at local, State, and na-
tional levels; and 

(7) improve the problem solving and develop-
ment capacities and effectiveness of rural gov-
ernments, officials, institutions, communities, 
community leaders, and citizen groups in— 

(A) improving access to Federal programs; 
(B) improving targeting and delivery of 

technical assistance; 
(C) improving coordination among Federal 

agencies, other levels of government, and in-
stitutions and private organizations in rural 
areas; and 

(D) developing and disseminating better 
information about rural conditions. 

(Pub. L. 92–419, title V, § 501, as added Pub. L. 
97–98, title XIV, § 1444(a), Dec. 22, 1981, 95 Stat. 
1322.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 2661, Pub. L. 92–419, title V, § 501, Aug. 
30, 1972, 86 Stat. 671, stated Congressional statement of 
purposes, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 97–98, title XIV, 
§ 1444(a), Dec. 22, 1981, 95 Stat. 1326. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Dec. 22, 1981, see section 1801 of Pub. 
L. 97–98, set out as a note under section 4301 of this 
title. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1990 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 101–624, title XXIII, § 2390(a), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4055, provided that: ‘‘This section [amending sec-
tions 2662 and 2663 of this title] may be cited as the 
‘Rural Health and Safety Education Act of 1990’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1987 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–219, § 1, Dec. 29, 1987, 101 Stat. 1456, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [amending section 2662 of this 
title] may be cited as the ‘Rural Crisis Recovery Pro-
gram Act of 1987’.’’ 

NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

Pub. L. 103–318, Aug. 26, 1994, 108 Stat. 1781, as amend-
ed by Pub. L. 104–327, § 2, Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 4003, es-
tablished Northern Great Plains Rural Development 
Commission to study and make recommendations re-
garding economic needs and economic development of 
rural Northern Great Plains by seeking and encourag-
ing participation of interested citizens, public officials, 
groups, agencies, businesses, and other entities in de-



Page 1429 TITLE 7—AGRICULTURE § 2662 

veloping 10-year rural economic development plan for 
Northern Great Plains, defined terms, provided for 
membership and organization of Commission, duties 
and powers of Commission, compensation of members, 
administrative provisions, interim and final reports to 
Congress, appropriations, and for termination of Com-
mission on Sept. 30, 1997. 

§ 2662. Programs authorized 

The Secretary of Agriculture may conduct, in 
cooperation and coordination with colleges and 
universities, the following programs to carry 
out the purposes and achieve the goals of this 
subchapter. 

(a) Rural development extension programs 

Rural development extension programs shall 
consist of the collection, interpretation, and dis-
semination of useful information and knowledge 
from research and other sources to units of 
multistate regional agencies, State, county, mu-
nicipal, and other units of government, multi-
county planning and development districts, or-
ganizations of citizens contributing to commu-
nity and rural development, businesses, Indian 
tribes on Federal or State reservations or other 
federally recognized Indian tribal groups, and 
industries that employ or may employ people in 
rural areas. The rural development extension 
programs shall also promote coordinated and in-
tegrated rural community initiatives that ad-
vance and empower capacity building through 
leadership development, entrepreneurship, busi-
ness development and management training, 
and strategic planning to increase jobs, income, 
and quality of life in rural communities. These 
programs also shall include technical services 
and educational activities, including instruction 
for persons not enrolled as students in colleges 
or universities, to facilitate and encourage the 
use and practical application of this informa-
tion. These programs may also include feasibil-
ity studies and planning assistance. 

(b) Rural development research 

Rural development research shall consist of 
research, investigations, and basic feasibility 
studies in any field or discipline that may de-
velop principles, facts, scientific and technical 
knowledge, new technology, and other informa-
tion that may be useful to agencies of Federal, 
State, and local government, industries in rural 
areas, Indian tribes on Federal and State res-
ervations or other federally recognized Indian 
tribal groups, and other organizations involved 
in community and rural development programs 
and activities in planning and carrying out such 
programs and activities or otherwise be prac-
tical and useful in achieving the purposes and 
goals of this subchapter. 

(c) Small farm research programs 

Small farm research programs shall consist of 
programs of research to develop new approaches 
for initiating and upgrading small farm oper-
ations through management techniques, agricul-
tural production techniques, farm machinery 
technology, new products, new marketing tech-
niques, and small farm finance; to develop new 
enterprises that can use labor, skills, or natural 
resources available to the small farm family; or 
that will help to increase the quality and avail-

ability of services and facilities needed by the 
small farm family. 

(d) Small farm extension programs 

Small farm extension programs shall consist 
of extension programs to improve small farm op-
erations, including management techniques, ag-
ricultural production techniques, farm machin-
ery technology, marketing techniques and small 
farm finance; to increase use by small farm fam-
ilies of existing services offered by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and other public and pri-
vate agencies and organizations; to assist small 
farm families in establishing and operating co-
operatives for the purpose of improving their 
family income from farming or other economic 
activities; to increase the quality and availabil-
ity of services and facilities needed by small 
farm families; and to develop new enterprises 
that can use labor, skills, or natural resources 
available to the small farm family. 

(e) Special grants programs 

Special grants programs shall consist of exten-
sion and research programs to strengthen re-
search and education on national and regional 
issues in rural development, including the as-
sessment of alternative policies and strategies 
for rural development and balanced growth; to 
develop alternative strategies for national and 
regional investment, and the creation of em-
ployment, in rural areas; to develop alternative 
energy policies to meet rural development 
needs; and to strengthen rural development pro-
grams of agencies of the Department of Agri-
culture and those in other Federal departments 
and agencies. 

(f), (g) Repealed. Pub. L. 104–127, title VII, 
§ 792(a), title VIII, § 871, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1152, 1175 

(h) Rural development extension work 

(1) National program 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall establish 
a national program, to be administered by the 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture, to 
provide rural citizens with training in, tech-
nical and management assistance regarding, 
and educational opportunities to enhance 
their knowledge of— 

(A) beginning businesses through entrepre-
neurship; 

(B) the procedures necessary to establish 
new businesses in rural areas; 

(C) self-employment opportunities in rural 
areas; 

(D) the uses of modern telecommunica-
tions and computer technologies; 

(E) business and financial planning; and 
(F) such other training, assistance, and 

educational opportunities as the Secretary 
determines are necessary to carry out the 
program established under this subsection. 

(2) Leadership abilities 

The program established under this sub-
section shall provide assistance designed to in-
crease the leadership abilities of residents in 
rural areas. Such assistance shall include— 

(A) information relevant to the develop-
ment of community goals; 
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