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(19) State

The terms ‘‘State’ and ‘‘United States” con-
sist of the 50 States of the United States of
America, the District of Columbia, and the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title XIX, §1967, Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 3882.)

§6303. Issuance and amendment of orders

(a) In general

To effectuate the declared policy of section
6301(b) of this title, the Secretary, subject to the
procedures provided in subsection (b), shall issue
orders under this chapter applicable to produc-
ers and first purchasers of soybeans. Any such
order shall be national in scope, and not more
than one order shall be in effect under this chap-
ter at any one time.

(b) Procedure
(1) Proposal or request for issuance

The Secretary may propose the issuance of
an order under this chapter, or an association
of soybean producers or any other person that
would be affected by an order issued pursuant
to this chapter may request the issuance of,
and submit a proposal for, such an order.

(2) Notice and comment concerning proposed
order

Not later than 30 days after the receipt of a
request and proposal for an order pursuant to
paragraph (1), or whenever the Secretary de-
termines to propose an order, the Secretary
shall publish a proposed order and give due no-
tice and opportunity for public comment on
the proposed order.

(3) Issuance of order

After notice and opportunity for public com-
ment are given as provided in paragraph (2),
the Secretary shall issue an order, taking into
consideration the comments received and in-
cluding in the order provisions necessary to
ensure that the order is in conformity with
the requirements under this chapter. Such
order shall be issued and become effective not
later than 180 days following publication of
the proposed order.

(c) Amendments

The Secretary, from time to time, may amend
any order issued under this section. The provi-
sions of this chapter applicable to orders shall
be applicable to amendments to orders.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title XIX, §1968, Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 3883.)

§6304. Required terms in orders

(a) In general

Any order issued under this chapter shall con-
tain the terms and conditions specified in this
section.

(b) Establishment and membership of United
Soybean Board

(1) In general

The order shall provide for the establish-
ment of, and appointment of members to, a
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United Soybean Board to administer the
order. Members of the Board shall be soybean
producers appointed by the Secretary, on a ge-
ographic basis, from State or combined units,
as provided in this subsection. The cumulative
number of seats on the Board shall be the
total number of seats to which all the units
are entitled.

(2) Seats

The Secretary shall establish State units
and combined units and seats on the Board for
such units, as follows:

(A) State units

Except as provided in subparagraph (B),
each State shall be considered as a unit.

(B) Combined units

A State in which average annual soybean
production is less than 3,000,000 bushels shall
be grouped with other States into a com-
bined unit. To the extent practicable, each
State with average annual soybean produc-
tion of less than 3,000,000 bushels shall be
grouped with other States with average an-
nual soybean production of less than
3,000,000 bushels into a combined unit, in a
manner prescribed in the order, and each
combined unit shall consist of geographi-
cally contiguous States. To the extent prac-
ticable, each combined unit shall have an
average annual production of soybeans of at
least 3,000,000 bushels.

(C) Number of seats per unit

Subject to subparagraph (F), each unit, as
established under subparagraph (A) or (B)—

(i) if its average annual soybean produc-
tion is less than 15,000,000 bushels, shall be
entitled to one seat on the Board;

(ii) if its average annual soybean produc-
tion is 15,000,000 bushels or more but less
than 70,000,000 bushels, shall be entitled to
2 seats on the Board;

(iii) if its average annual soybean pro-
duction is 70,000,000 bushels or more but
less than 200,000,000 bushels, shall be enti-
tled to 3 seats on the Board; and

(iv) if its average annual soybean pro-
duction is 200,000,000 bushels or more, shall
be entitled to 4 seats on the Board.

(D) Determination of average annual soy-
bean production

For purposes of subparagraphs (A), (B), (C),
and (F), the Secretary shall determine aver-
age annual soybean production applicable to
a crop year by using the average of the 5 pre-
vious crops of soybeans, excluding the crop
in which production was the highest and the
crop in which production was the lowest.

(E) Reapportionment of seats

At the end of each 3 year period beginning
with the 3 year period starting on the effec-
tive date of the order, the Secretary, if nec-
essary, shall adjust any unit to conform
with subparagraphs (A) and (B). If the Sec-
retary makes such an adjustment, the Sec-
retary shall reapportion the seats on the
Board to conform with subparagraph (C) and
any modifications made under subparagraph
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