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§ 442. Missions 

(a) NATIONAL SECURITY MISSIONS.—(1) The Na-
tional Geospatial-Intelligence Agency shall, in 
support of the national security objectives of 
the United States, provide geospatial intel-
ligence consisting of the following: 

(A) Imagery. 
(B) Imagery intelligence. 
(C) Geospatial information. 

(2)(A) As directed by the Director of National 
Intelligence, the National Geospatial-Intel-
ligence Agency shall develop a system to facili-
tate the analysis, dissemination, and incorpora-
tion of likenesses, videos, and presentations pro-
duced by ground-based platforms, including 
handheld or clandestine photography taken by 
or on behalf of human intelligence collection or-
ganizations or available as open-source informa-
tion, into the National System for Geospatial 
Intelligence. 

(B) The authority provided by this paragraph 
does not include authority for the National Geo-
spatial-Intelligence Agency to manage tasking 
of handheld or clandestine photography taken 
by or on behalf of human intelligence collection 
organizations. 

(3) Geospatial intelligence provided in carry-
ing out paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be timely, 
relevant, and accurate. 

(b) NAVIGATION INFORMATION.—The National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency shall improve 
means of navigating vessels of the Navy and the 
merchant marine by providing, under the au-
thority of the Secretary of Defense, accurate 
and inexpensive nautical charts, sailing direc-
tions, books on navigation, and manuals of in-
structions for the use of all vessels of the United 
States and of navigators generally. 

(c) MAPS, CHARTS, ETC.—The National Geo-
spatial-Intelligence Agency shall prepare and 
distribute maps, charts, books, and geodetic 
products as authorized under subchapter II of 
this chapter. 

(d) NATIONAL MISSIONS.—The National Geo-
spatial-Intelligence Agency also has national 
missions as specified in section 110(a) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3045(a)). 

(e) SYSTEMS.—The National Geospatial-Intel-
ligence Agency may, in furtherance of a mission 
of the Agency, design, develop, deploy, operate, 
and maintain systems related to the processing 
and dissemination of imagery intelligence and 
geospatial information that may be transferred 
to, accepted or used by, or used on behalf of— 

(1) the armed forces, including any combat-
ant command, component of a combatant 
command, joint task force, or tactical unit; or 

(2) any other department or agency of the 
United States. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title XI, 
§ 1112(a)(2), Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2678; amended 
Pub. L. 108–136, div. A, title IX, § 921(c)(1), 
(d)(2)(A), (f), Nov. 24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1568, 1570; 
Pub. L. 111–259, title IV, § 432, Oct. 7, 2010, 124 
Stat. 2732; Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title X, 
§ 1071(c)(6), Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3509.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 113–291 substituted ‘‘(50 
U.S.C. 3045(a))’’ for ‘‘(50 U.S.C. 404e(a))’’. 

2010—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 111–259, § 432(2), added par. 
(2). Former par. (2) redesignated (3). 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 111–259, § 432(1), (3), redesig-
nated par. (2) as (3) and substituted ‘‘paragraphs (1) and 
(2)’’ for ‘‘paragraph (1)’’. 

2003—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 108–136, § 921(c)(1)(A), 
(d)(2)(A), in introductory provisions, substituted ‘‘Na-
tional Geospatial-Intelligence Agency’’ for ‘‘National 
Imagery and Mapping Agency’’ and inserted ‘‘geo-
spatial intelligence consisting of’’ after ‘‘provide’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 108–136, § 921(c)(1)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘Geospatial intelligence’’ for ‘‘Imagery, intel-
ligence, and information’’. 

Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 108–136, § 921(d)(2)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency’’ for 
‘‘National Imagery and Mapping Agency’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 108–136, § 921(d)(2)(A), (f), sub-
stituted ‘‘National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency’’ for 
‘‘National Imagery and Mapping Agency’’ and ‘‘section 
110(a) of the National Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
404e(a))’’ for ‘‘section 120(a) of the National Security 
Act of 1947’’. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 108–136, § 921(d)(2)(A), substituted 
‘‘National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency’’ for ‘‘Na-
tional Imagery and Mapping Agency’’ in introductory 
provisions. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1996, see section 1124 of Pub. 
L. 104–201, set out as an Effective Date of 1996 Amend-
ment note under section 193 of this title. 

§ 443. Imagery intelligence and geospatial infor-
mation: support for foreign countries, re-
gional organizations, and security alliances 

(a) USE OF APPROPRIATED FUNDS.—The Direc-
tor of the National Geospatial-Intelligence 
Agency may use appropriated funds available to 
the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency to 
provide foreign countries, regional organizations 
with defense or security components, and secu-
rity alliances of which the United States is a 
member with imagery intelligence and geo-
spatial information support. 

(b) USE OF FUNDS OTHER THAN APPROPRIATED 
FUNDS.—The Director may use funds other than 
appropriated funds to provide foreign countries 
with imagery intelligence and geospatial infor-
mation support, notwithstanding provisions of 
law relating to the expenditure of funds of the 
United States, except that— 

(1) no such funds may be expended, in whole 
or in part, by or for the benefit of the National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency for a purpose 
for which Congress had previously denied 
funds; 

(2) proceeds from the sale of imagery intel-
ligence or geospatial information items may 
be used only to purchase replacement items 
similar to the items that are sold; and 

(3) the authority provided by this subsection 
may not be used to acquire items or services 
for the principal benefit of the United States. 

(c) ACCOMMODATION PROCUREMENTS.—The au-
thority under this section may be exercised to 
conduct accommodation procurements on behalf 
of foreign countries. 

(d) COORDINATION WITH DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL 
INTELLIGENCE.—The Director of the Agency shall 
coordinate with the Director of National Intel-
ligence any action under this section that in-
volves imagery intelligence or intelligence prod-
ucts or involves providing support to an intel-
ligence or security service of a foreign country. 
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