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Israel an individual or individuals to serve as the pri-
mary liaison between the procurement and research 
and development activities of the United States Armed 
Forces and those of the State of Israel.’’ 

§ 133a. Under Secretary of Defense for Research 
and Engineering 

(a) UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.—There is 
an Under Secretary of Defense for Research and 
Engineering, appointed from civilian life by the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. The Under Secretary shall be ap-
pointed from among persons who have an exten-
sive technology, science, or engineering back-
ground and experience with managing complex 
or advanced technological programs. A person 
may not be appointed as Under Secretary within 
seven years after relief from active duty as a 
commissioned officer of a regular component of 
an armed force. 

(b) DUTIES AND POWERS.—Subject to the au-
thority, direction, and control of the Secretary 
of Defense, the Under Secretary shall perform 
such duties and exercise such powers as the Sec-
retary may prescribe, including— 

(1) serving as the chief technology officer of 
the Department of Defense with the mission of 
advancing technology and innovation for the 
armed forces (and the Department); 

(2) establishing policies on, and supervising, 
all defense research and engineering, tech-
nology development, technology transition, 
prototyping, experimentation, and develop-
mental testing activities and programs, in-
cluding the allocation of resources for defense 
research and engineering, and unifying defense 
research and engineering efforts across the De-
partment; and 

(3) serving as the principal advisor to the 
Secretary on all research, engineering, and 
technology development activities and pro-
grams in the Department. 

(c) PRECEDENCE IN DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.— 
(1) PRECEDENCE IN MATTERS OF RESPONSIBIL-

ITY.—With regard to all matters for which the 
Under Secretary has responsibility by the di-
rection of the Secretary of Defense or by law, 
the Under Secretary takes precedence in the 
Department of Defense after the Secretary and 
the Deputy Secretary of Defense. 

(2) PRECEDENCE IN OTHER MATTERS.—With re-
gard to all matters other than the matters for 
which the Under Secretary has responsibility 
by the direction of the Secretary or by law, 
the Under Secretary takes precedence in the 
Department of Defense after the Secretary, 
the Deputy Secretary, and the Secretaries of 
the military departments. 

(Added Pub. L. 114–328, div. A, title IX, § 901(a)(1), 
Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2339.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 133a, added Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(c) 
[title X, § 902(a)(1)], Oct. 18, 1986, 100 Stat. 1783–82, 
1783–131, and Pub. L. 99–591, § 101(c) [title X, § 902(a)(1)], 
Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341–82, 3341–131; Pub. L. 99–661, 
div. A, title IX, formerly title IV, § 902(a)(1), Nov. 14, 
1986, 100 Stat. 3911, renumbered title IX, Pub. L. 100–26, 
§ 3(5), Apr. 21, 1987, 101 Stat. 273; amended Pub. L. 
103–160, div. A, title IX, § 904(c), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 
1728; Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title X, § 1070(a)(2), Oct. 5, 

1994, 108 Stat. 2855; Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title IX, 
§ 903(c)(1), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 401; Pub. L. 104–201, 
div. A, title IX, § 901, Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2617; Pub. 
L. 106–65, div. A, title IX, § 911(c), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 
718; Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title X, § 1048(b)(1), Dec. 28, 
2001, 115 Stat. 1225; Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title IX, 
§ 906(c)(1)(A), (2)(A), Oct. 28, 2009, 123 Stat. 2427, estab-
lished the position of Principal Deputy Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Lo-
gistics, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 111–383, div. A, title 
IX, § 901(b)(1), (p), Jan. 7, 2011, 124 Stat. 4317, 4327, effec-
tive Jan. 1, 2011. 

Another prior section 133a was renumbered section 
117 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 114–328, div. A, title IX, § 901(a)(1), Dec. 23, 
2016, 130 Stat. 2339, provided that this section is effec-
tive on Feb. 1, 2018. 

SERVICE OF INCUMBENT USD FOR ATL IN POSITION 

Pub. L. 114–328, div. A, title IX, § 901(a)(2), Dec. 23, 
2016, 130 Stat. 2339, provided that: ‘‘The individual serv-
ing as Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, 
Technology, and Logistics under section 133 of title 10, 
United States Code, as of February 1, 2018, may con-
tinue to serve as Under Secretary of Defense for Re-
search and Engineering commencing as of that date, 
without further appointment under section 133a of such 
title, as added by paragraph (1).’’ 

§ 133b. Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisi-
tion and Sustainment 

(a) UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.—There is 
an Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition 
and Sustainment, appointed from civilian life by 
the President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate. The Under Secretary shall be 
appointed from among persons who have an ex-
tensive system development, engineering, pro-
duction, or management background and experi-
ence with managing complex programs. A per-
son may not be appointed as Under Secretary 
within seven years after relief from active duty 
as a commissioned officer of a regular compo-
nent of an armed force. 

(b) DUTIES AND POWERS.—Subject to the au-
thority, direction, and control of the Secretary 
of Defense, the Under Secretary shall perform 
such duties and exercise such powers as the Sec-
retary may prescribe, including— 

(1) serving as the chief acquisition and sus-
tainment officer of the Department of Defense 
with the mission of delivering and sustaining 
timely, cost-effective capabilities for the 
armed forces (and the Department); 

(2) establishing policies on, and supervising, 
all elements of the Department relating to ac-
quisition (including system design, develop-
ment, and production, and procurement of 
goods and services) and sustainment (includ-
ing logistics, maintenance, and materiel readi-
ness); 

(3) establishing policies for access to, and 
maintenance of, the defense industrial base 
and materials critical to national security, 
and policies on contract administration; 

(4) serving as— 
(A) the principal advisor to the Secretary 

on acquisition and sustainment in the De-
partment; 

(B) the senior procurement executive for 
the Department for the purposes of section 
1702(c) of title 41; and 
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(C) the Defense Acquisition Executive for 
purposes of regulations and procedures of 
the Department providing for a Defense Ac-
quisition Executive; 

(5) overseeing the modernization of nuclear 
forces and the development of capabilities to 
counter weapons of mass destruction, and 
serving as the chairman of the Nuclear Weap-
ons Council and the co-chairman of the Coun-
cil on Oversight of the National Leadership 
Command, Control, and Communications Sys-
tem; 

(6) the authority to direct the Secretaries of 
the military departments and the heads of all 
other elements of the Department with regard 
to matters for which the Under Secretary has 
responsibility, except that the Under Sec-
retary shall exercise supervisory authority 
over service acquisition programs for which 
the service acquisition executive is the mile-
stone decision authority; and 

(7) to the extent directed by the Secretary, 
exercising overall supervision of all personnel 
(civilian and military) in the Office of the Sec-
retary of Defense with regard to matters for 
which the Under Secretary has responsibility, 
unless otherwise provided by law. 

(c) PRECEDENCE IN DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.— 
(1) PRECEDENCE IN MATTERS OF RESPONSIBIL-

ITY.—With regard to all matters for which the 
Under Secretary has responsibility by the di-
rection of the Secretary of Defense or by law, 
the Under Secretary takes precedence in the 
Department of Defense after the Secretary, 
the Deputy Secretary of Defense, and the 
Under Secretary of Defense for Research and 
Engineering. 

(2) PRECEDENCE IN OTHER MATTERS.—With re-
gard to all matters other than the matters for 
which the Under Secretary has responsibility 
by the direction of the Secretary or by law, 
the Under Secretary takes precedence in the 
Department of Defense after the Secretary, 
the Deputy Secretary, the Under Secretary of 
Defense for Research and Engineering, and the 
Secretaries of the military departments. 

(Added Pub. L. 114–328, div. A, title IX, § 901(b), 
Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2340.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 133b was renumbered section 138a of 
this title. 

Another prior section 133b was renumbered section 
118 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 114–328, div. A, title IX, § 901(b), Dec. 23, 2016, 
130 Stat. 2339, provided that this section is effective on 
Feb. 1, 2018. 

§ 134. Under Secretary of Defense for Policy 

(a) There is an Under Secretary of Defense for 
Policy, appointed from civilian life by the Presi-
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. A person may not be appointed as Under 
Secretary within seven years after relief from 
active duty as a commissioned officer of a regu-
lar component of an armed force. 

(b)(1) The Under Secretary shall perform such 
duties and exercise such powers as the Secretary 
of Defense may prescribe. 

(2) The Under Secretary shall assist the Sec-
retary of Defense— 

(A) in preparing written policy guidance for 
the preparation and review of contingency 
plans; and 

(B) in reviewing such plans. 

(3) Subject to the authority, direction, and 
control of the Secretary of Defense, the Under 
Secretary shall have responsibility for super-
vising and directing activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense relating to export controls. 

(4) Subject to the authority, direction, and 
control of the Secretary of Defense, the Under 
Secretary of Defense for Policy shall have over-
all direction and supervision for policy, program 
planning and execution, and allocation and use 
of resources for the activities of the Department 
of Defense for combating terrorism. 

(c) The Under Secretary takes precedence in 
the Department of Defense after the Secretary 
of Defense, the Deputy Secretary of Defense, the 
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, 
Technology, and Logistics, and the Secretaries 
of the military departments. 

(Added Pub. L. 99–433, title I, § 105(1), Oct. 1, 1986, 
100 Stat. 997; amended Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(c) 
[title X, § 903(a)], Oct. 18, 1986, 100 Stat. 1783–82, 
1783–132, and Pub. L. 99–591, § 101(c) [title X, 
§ 903(a)], Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341–82, 3341–132; 
Pub. L. 99–661, div. A, title IX, formerly title IV, 
§ 903(a), Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3911, renumbered 
title IX, Pub. L. 100–26, § 3(5), Apr. 21, 1987, 101 
Stat. 273; Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title IX, 
§ 904(d)(1), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1728; Pub. L. 
105–261, div. A, title XV, § 1521(a), Oct. 17, 1998, 
112 Stat. 2178; Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title IX, 
§ 911(d)(1), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 719; Pub. L. 
107–314, div. A, title IX, § 902(b), Dec. 2, 2002, 116 
Stat. 2620; Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title IX, 
§ 903(c), Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 273; Pub. L. 
113–291, div. A, title IX, § 901(j)(2)(B), Dec. 19, 
2014, 128 Stat. 3467.) 

AMENDMENT OF SUBSECTION (c) 

Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title IX, § 901(j)(2), 
Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3467, provided that, ef-
fective Feb. 1, 2017, subsection (c) of this section 
is amended by inserting ‘‘the Under Secretary of 
Defense for Business Management and Informa-
tion,’’ after ‘‘the Deputy Secretary of De-
fense,’’. See 2014 Amendment note below. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 99–591 is a corrected version of Pub. L. 99–500. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions of this section were contained in section 
135 of this title prior to amendment by Pub. L. 99–433. 

A prior section 134 was renumbered section 132 of this 
title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 113–291, which directed in-
sertion of ‘‘the Under Secretary of Defense for Business 
Management and Information,’’ after ‘‘the Deputy Sec-
retary of Defense,’’, effective Feb. 1, 2017, was not exe-
cuted to reflect the probable intent of Congress. Sec-
tion 901(a)(1) of Pub. L. 113–291, which amended section 
132a of this title, effective Feb. 1, 2017, to establish the 
Under Secretary of Defense for Business Management 
and Information, was repealed by Pub. L. 114–328, effec-
tive Dec. 23, 2016. 
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