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Descriptions of the various transfers and 
amendments made by Pub. L. 114–328 through-
out this subchapter can be found in notes fol-
lowing each affected section. 

§ 877. Art. 77. Principals 

Any person punishable under this chapter 
who— 

(1) commits an offense punishable by this 
chapter, or aids, abets, counsels, commands, 
or procures its commission; or 

(2) causes an act to be done which if directly 
performed by him would be punishable by this 
chapter; 

is a principal. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 65.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

877 .......... 50:671. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 77), 64 Stat. 134. 

§ 878. Art. 78. Accessory after the fact 

Any person subject to this chapter who, know-
ing that an offense punishable by this chapter 
has been committed, receives, comforts, or as-
sists the offender in order to hinder or prevent 
his apprehension, trial, or punishment shall be 
punished as a court-martial may direct. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 65.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

878 .......... 50:672. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 78), 64 Stat. 134. 

§ 879. Art. 79. Conviction of lesser included of-
fense 

An accused may be found guilty of an offense 
necessarily included in the offense charged or of 
an attempt to commit either the offense charged 
or an offense necessarily included therein. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 65; Pub. L. 
114–328, div. E, title LX, § 5402, Dec. 23, 2016, 130 
Stat. 2939.) 

AMENDMENT OF SECTION 

Pub. L. 114–328, div. E, title LX, § 5402, title 
LXIII, § 5542, Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2939, 2967, 
provided that, effective on the date designated 
by the President, not later than the first day of 
the first calendar month beginning two years 
after Dec. 23, 2016, with implementing regula-
tions prescribed by the President not later than 
one year after Dec. 23, 2016, and with provisions 
relating to applicability to various situations, 
this section is generally amended. See 2016 
Amendment note below. For text of this section 
after amendment on the effective date, see 
Amendment of Analysis and Subchapter note 
preceding section 877 of this title. 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

879 .......... 50:673. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 79), 64 Stat. 134. 

AMENDMENTS 

2016—Pub. L. 114–328 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘An accused may 
be found guilty of an offense necessarily included in the 
offense charged or of an attempt to commit either the 
offense charged or an offense necessarily included 
therein.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2016 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–328 effective on the date 
designated by the President, not later than the first 
day of the first calendar month beginning two years 
after Dec. 23, 2016, with implementing regulations pre-
scribed by the President not later than one year after 
Dec. 23, 2016, and with provisions relating to applicabil-
ity to various situations, see section 5542 of Pub. L. 
114–328, set out as a note under section 801 of this title. 

§ 880. Art. 80. Attempts 

(a) An act, done with specific intent to com-
mit an offense under this chapter, amounting to 
more than mere preparation and tending, even 
though failing, to effect its commission, is an 
attempt to commit that offense. 

(b) Any person subject to this chapter who at-
tempts to commit any offense punishable by 
this chapter shall be punished as a court-martial 
may direct, unless otherwise specifically pre-
scribed. 

(c) Any person subject to this chapter may be 
convicted of an attempt to commit an offense 
although it appears on the trial that the offense 
was consummated. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 65.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

880(a) ......
880(b) ......

50:674(a). 
50:674(b). 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 80), 64 Stat. 134. 

880(c) ...... 50:674(c). 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘even though’’ are sub-
stituted for the word ‘‘but’’ for clarity. 

§ 881. Art. 81. Conspiracy 

(a) Any person subject to this chapter who 
conspires with any other person to commit an 
offense under this chapter shall, if one or more 
of the conspirators does an act to effect the ob-
ject of the conspiracy, be punished as a court- 
martial may direct. 

(b) Any person subject to this chapter who 
conspires with any other person to commit an 
offense under the law of war, and who knowingly 
does an overt act to effect the object of the con-
spiracy, shall be punished, if death results to 
one or more of the victims, by death or such 
other punishment as a court-martial or military 
commission may direct, and, if death does not 
result to any of the victims, by such punish-
ment, other than death, as a court-martial or 
military commission may direct. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 66; Pub. L. 
109–366, § 4(b), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2631.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

881 .......... 50:675. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 81), 64 Stat. 134. 
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