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(1) is responsible for unnecessary delay in 
the disposition of any case of a person accused 
of an offense under this chapter; or 

(2) knowingly and intentionally fails to en-
force or comply with any provision of this 
chapter regulating the proceedings before, 
during, or after trial of an accused; 

shall be punished as a court-martial may direct. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 69.) 

TRANSFER OF SECTION 

Pub. L. 114–328, div. E, title LX, § 5401(3), (6), 
title LXIII, § 5542, Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2938, 
2967, provided that, effective on the date des-
ignated by the President, not later than the 
first day of the first calendar month beginning 
two years after Dec. 23, 2016, with implementing 
regulations prescribed by the President not later 
than one year after Dec. 23, 2016, and with pro-
visions relating to applicability to various situa-
tions, this section is redesignated and trans-
ferred to become section 931f of this title (article 
131f), and section 905 of this title (article 105) is 
redesignated and transferred to become this sec-
tion. See Amendment of Analysis and Sub-
chapter note preceding section 877 of this title. 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

898 .......... 50:692. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 98), 64 Stat. 137. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2016 AMENDMENT 

Transfers by Pub. L. 114–328 effective on the date des-
ignated by the President, not later than the first day of 
the first calendar month beginning two years after Dec. 
23, 2016, with implementing regulations prescribed by 
the President not later than one year after Dec. 23, 
2016, and with provisions relating to applicability to 
various situations, see section 5542 of Pub. L. 114–328, 
set out as a note under section 801 of this title. 

§ 899. Art. 99. Misbehavior before the enemy 

Any member of the armed forces who before or 
in the presence of the enemy— 

(1) runs away; 
(2) shamefully abandons, surrenders, or de-

livers up any command, unit, place, or mili-
tary property which it is his duty to defend; 

(3) through disobedience, neglect, or inten-
tional misconduct endangers the safety of any 
such command, unit, place, or military prop-
erty; 

(4) casts away his arms or ammunition; 
(5) is guilty of cowardly conduct; 
(6) quits his place of duty to plunder or pil-

lage; 
(7) causes false alarms in any command, 

unit, or place under control of the armed 
forces; 

(8) willfully fails to do his utmost to encoun-
ter, engage, capture, or destroy any enemy 
troops, combatants, vessels, aircraft, or any 
other thing, which it is his duty so to encoun-
ter, engage, capture, or destroy; or 

(9) does not afford all practicable relief and 
assistance to any troops, combatants, vessels, 
or aircraft of the armed forces belonging to 
the United States or their allies when engaged 
in battle; 

shall be punished by death or such other punish-
ment as a court-martial may direct. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 69.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

899 .......... 50:693. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 99), 64 Stat. 137. 

§ 900. Art. 100. Subordinate compelling surrender 

Any person subject to this chapter who com-
pels or attempts to compel the commander of 
any place, vessel, aircraft, or other military 
property, or of any body of members of the 
armed forces, to give it up to an enemy or to 
abandon it, or who strikes the colors or flag to 
an enemy without proper authority, shall be 
punished by death or such other punishment as 
a court-martial may direct. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 70.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

900 .......... 50:694. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 100), 64 Stat. 137. 

§ 901. Art. 101. Improper use of countersign 

Any person subject to this chapter who in 
time of war discloses the parole or countersign 
to any person not entitled to receive it or who 
gives to another who is entitled to receive and 
use the parole or countersign a different parole 
or countersign from that which, to his knowl-
edge, he was authorized and required to give, 
shall be punished by death or such other punish-
ment as a court-martial may direct. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 70.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

901 .......... 50:695. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 101), 64 Stat. 137. 

§ 902. Art. 102. Forcing a safeguard 

Any person subject to this chapter who forces 
a safeguard shall suffer death or such other pun-
ishment as a court-martial may direct. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 70.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

902 .......... 50:696. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 102), 64 Stat. 137. 

§ 903. Art. 103. Captured or abandoned property 

(a) All persons subject to this chapter shall se-
cure all public property taken from the enemy 
for the service of the United States, and shall 
give notice and turn over to the proper author-
ity without delay all captured or abandoned 
property in their possession, custody, or control. 

(b) Any person subject to this chapter who— 
(1) fails to carry out the duties prescribed in 

subsection (a); 
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(2) buys, sells, trades, or in any way deals in 
or disposes of captured or abandoned property, 
whereby he receives or expects any profit, ben-
efit, or advantage to himself or another di-
rectly or indirectly connected with himself; or 

(3) engages in looting or pillaging; 

shall be punished as a court-martial may direct. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 70.) 

TRANSFER AND AMENDMENT OF SECTION 

Pub. L. 114–328, div. E, title LX, §§ 5401(4), 
(7), 5414, title LXIII, § 5542, Dec. 23, 2016, 130 
Stat. 2938, 2944, 2967, provided that, effective on 
the date designated by the President, not later 
than the first day of the first calendar month 
beginning two years after Dec. 23, 2016, with 
implementing regulations prescribed by the 
President not later than one year after Dec. 23, 
2016, and with provisions relating to applicabil-
ity to various situations, this section is redesig-
nated and transferred to become section 908a of 
this title (article 108a), and section 906 of this 
title (article 106) is redesignated and transferred 
to become this section and further amended. For 
text of section 903 after such transfer and 
amendment on the effective date, see Amend-
ment of Analysis and Subchapter note preced-
ing section 877 of this title. 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

903(a) ......
903(b) ......

50:697(a). 
50:697(b). 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 103), 64 Stat. 138. 

In subsection (b)(1), the words ‘‘of this section’’ are 
omitted as surplusage. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2016 AMENDMENT 

Transfers and amendment by Pub. L. 114–328 effective 
on the date designated by the President, not later than 
the first day of the first calendar month beginning two 
years after Dec. 23, 2016, with implementing regulations 
prescribed by the President not later than one year 
after Dec. 23, 2016, and with provisions relating to ap-
plicability to various situations, see section 5542 of 
Pub. L. 114–328, set out as a note under section 801 of 
this title. 

[§ 903a. Art. 103a] 

CODIFICATION 

For text of new section 903a as transferred by Pub. L. 
114–328, see Amendment of Analysis and Subchapter 
note set out preceding section 877 of this title. 

[§ 903b. Art. 103b] 

CODIFICATION 

For text of new section 903b as transferred by Pub. L. 
114–328, see Amendment of Analysis and Subchapter 
note set out preceding section 877 of this title. 

§ 904. Art. 104. Aiding the enemy 

Any person who— 
(1) aids, or attempts to aid, the enemy with 

arms, ammunition, supplies, money, or other 
things; or 

(2) without proper authority, knowingly har-
bors or protects or gives intelligence to, or 
communicates or corresponds with or holds 
any intercourse with the enemy, either di-
rectly or indirectly; 

shall suffer death or such other punishment as a 
court-martial or military commission may di-
rect. This section does not apply to a military 
commission established under chapter 47A of 
this title. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 70; Pub. L. 
109–366, § 4(a)(2), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2631.) 

TRANSFER AND ENACTMENT OF SECTION 

Pub. L. 114–328, div. E, title LX, §§ 5401(5), 
5415, title LXIII, § 5542, Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 
2938, 2944, 2967, provided that, effective on the 
date designated by the President, not later than 
the first day of the first calendar month begin-
ning two years after Dec. 23, 2016, with imple-
menting regulations prescribed by the President 
not later than one year after Dec. 23, 2016, and 
with provisions relating to applicability to var-
ious situations, this section is redesignated and 
transferred to become section 903b of this title 
(article 103b), and a new section 904 (article 104) 
is enacted. For text of new section 904 after the 
effective date, see Amendment of Analysis and 
Subchapter note preceding section 877 of this 
title. 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

904 .......... 50:698. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 104), 64 Stat. 138. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–366 inserted last sentence in con-
cluding provisions. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2016 AMENDMENT 

Transfer of current section and enactment of new sec-
tion 904 by Pub. L. 114–328 effective on the date des-
ignated by the President, not later than the first day of 
the first calendar month beginning two years after Dec. 
23, 2016, with implementing regulations prescribed by 
the President not later than one year after Dec. 23, 
2016, and with provisions relating to applicability to 
various situations, see section 5542 of Pub. L. 114–328, 
set out as a note under section 801 of this title. 

[§ 904a. Art. 104a] 

CODIFICATION 

For text of new section 904a as transferred by Pub. L. 
114–328, see Amendment of Analysis and Subchapter 
note set out preceding section 877 of this title. 

[§ 904b. Art. 104b] 

CODIFICATION 

For text of new section 904b as transferred by Pub. L. 
114–328, see Amendment of Analysis and Subchapter 
note set out preceding section 877 of this title. 

§ 905. Art. 105. Misconduct as prisoner 

Any person subject to this chapter who, while 
in the hands of the enemy in time of war— 

(1) for the purpose of securing favorable 
treatment by his captors acts without proper 
authority in a manner contrary to law, cus-
tom, or regulation, to the detriment of others 
of whatever nationality held by the enemy as 
civilian or military prisoners; or 

(2) while in a position of authority over such 
persons maltreats them without justifiable 
cause; 
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