§1501

United States Code, as amended by paragraph (1), shall
apply with respect to funerals that occur after Decem-
ber 31, 1999.”

CHAPTER 76—MISSING PERSONS

Sec.

1501. System for accounting for missing persons.

1501a. Public-private partnerships; other forms of
support.

1502. Missing persons: initial report.

1503. Actions of Secretary concerned; initial board
inquiry.

1504. Subsequent board of inquiry.

1505. Further review.

1506. Personnel files.

1507. Recommendation of status of death.

1508. Judicial review.

1509. Program to resolve missing person cases.

1510. Applicability to Coast Guard.

1511. Return alive of person declared missing or
dead.

1512. Effect on State law.

1513. Definitions.

AMENDMENTS

2014—Pub. L. 113-291, div. A, title IX, §916(f)(2), Dec.
19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3479, added item 1501a and substituted
“Program to resolve missing person cases’ for ‘‘Pro-
gram to resolve preenactment missing person cases’ in
item 1509.

2009—Pub. L. 111-84, div. A, title V, §541(b), Oct. 28,
2009, 123 Stat. 2298, substituted ‘‘Program to resolve
preenactment missing person cases’”’ for
‘“‘Preenactment cases’ in item 1509.

1996—Pub. L. 104-201, div. A, title V, §578(f)(2)(B),
Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 25637, struck out ‘¢, special inter-
est’” after ‘‘Preenactment’ in item 1509.

§1501. System for accounting for missing persons

(a) RESPONSIBILITY FOR MISSING PERSONS.—
(1)(A) The Secretary of Defense shall designate a
single organization within the Department of
Defense to have responsibility for Department
matters relating to missing persons from past
conflicts, including accounting for missing per-
sons and persons whose remains have not been
recovered from the conflict in which they were
lost.

(B) The organization designated under this
paragraph shall be a Defense Agency or other
entity of the Department of Defense outside the
military departments and is referred to in this
chapter as the ‘‘designated Defense Agency’’.

(C) The head of the organization designated
under this paragraph is referred to in this chap-
ter as the ‘‘designated Agency Director’.

(2) Subject to the authority, direction, and
control of the Secretary of Defense, the respon-
sibilities of the designated Agency Director
shall include the following:

(A) Policy, control, and oversight of the pro-
gram established under section 1509 of this
title.

(B) Responsibility for accounting for missing
persons from past conflicts, including locat-
ing, recovering, and identifying missing per-
sons from past conflicts or their remains after
hostilities have ceased.

(C) Coordination for the Department of De-
fense with other departments and agencies of
the United States on all matters concerning
missing persons from past conflicts.

(D) Dissemination of appropriate informa-
tion on the status of missing persons from
past conflicts to authorized family members.
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(E) Establishment of a means for commu-
nication between officials of the designated
Defense Agency and family members of miss-
ing persons from past conflicts, veterans serv-
ice organizations, concerned citizens, and the
public on the Department’s efforts to account
for missing persons from past conflicts, in-
cluding a readily available means for commu-
nication of their views and recommendations
to the designated Agency Director.

(3) In carrying out the responsibilities estab-
lished under this subsection, the designated
Agency Director shall be responsible for the co-
ordination for such purposes within the Depart-
ment of Defense among the military depart-
ments, the Joint Staff, and the commanders of
the combatant commands.

(4) The designated Agency Director shall es-
tablish policies, which shall apply uniformly
throughout the Department of Defense, for per-
sonnel accounting (including locating, recover-
ing, and identifying missing persons from past
conflicts or their remains after hostilities have
ceased).

(b) UNIFORM DOD PROCEDURES.—(1) The Sec-
retary of Defense shall prescribe procedures, to
apply uniformly throughout the Department of
Defense, for—

(A) the determination of the status of per-
sons described in subsection (c¢); and

(B) for the systematic, comprehensive, and
timely collection, analysis, review, dissemina-
tion, and periodic update of information relat-
ed to such persons.

(2) Such procedures may provide for the dele-
gation by the Secretary of Defense of any re-
sponsibility of the Secretary under this chapter
to the Secretary of a military department.

(3) Such procedures shall be prescribed in a
single directive applicable to all elements of the
Department of Defense.

(4) As part of such procedures, the Secretary
may provide for the extension, on a case-by-case
basis, of any time limit specified in section 1502,
1503, or 1504 of this title. Any such extension
may not be for a period in excess of the period
with respect to which the extension is provided.
Subsequent extensions may be provided on the
same basis.

(c) COVERED PERSONS.—(1) Section 1502 of this
title applies in the case of any member of the
armed forces on active duty—

(A) who becomes involuntarily absent as a
result of a hostile action or under circum-
stances suggesting that the involuntary ab-
sence is a result of a hostile action; and

(B) whose status is undetermined or who is
unaccounted for.

(2) Section 1502 of this title applies in the case
of any other person who is a citizen of the
United States and a civilian officer or employee
of the Department of Defense or (subject to
paragraph (3)) an employee of a contractor of
the Department of Defense—

(A) who serves in direct support of, or ac-
companies, the armed forces in the field under
orders and becomes involuntarily absent as a
result of a hostile action or under circum-
stances suggesting that the involuntary ab-
sence is a result of a hostile action; and
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