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1 So in original. Does not conform to subchapter heading. 

shall be treated only as a major automated informa-
tion system program under chapter 144A of title 10, 
United States Code.’’ 

CHAPTER 144B—WEAPON SYSTEMS 
DEVELOPMENT AND RELATED MATTERS 

Subchapter Sec. 

I. Modular Open System Approach in De-
velopment of Weapon Systems ........... 2446a 

II. Development, Prototyping, and Deploy-
ment of Weapon System Components 
and Technology 1 ................................ 2447a 

III. Cost, Schedule, and Performance of 
Major Defense Acquisition Programs 2448a 

SUBCHAPTER I—MODULAR OPEN SYSTEM 
APPROACH IN DEVELOPMENT OF WEAP-
ON SYSTEMS 

Sec. 

2446a. Requirement for modular open system ap-
proach in major defense acquisition pro-
grams; definitions. 

2446b. Requirement to address modular open system 
approach in program capabilities develop-
ment and acquisition weapon system de-
sign. 

2446c. Requirements relating to availability of 
major system interfaces and support for 
modular open system approach. 

§ 2446a. Requirement for modular open system 
approach in major defense acquisition pro-
grams; definitions 

(a) MODULAR OPEN SYSTEM APPROACH REQUIRE-
MENT.—A major defense acquisition program 
that receives Milestone A or Milestone B ap-
proval after January 1, 2019, shall be designed 
and developed, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, with a modular open system approach to 
enable incremental development and enhance 
competition, innovation, and interoperability. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this chapter: 
(1) The term ‘‘modular open system ap-

proach’’ means, with respect to a major de-
fense acquisition program, an integrated busi-
ness and technical strategy that— 

(A) employs a modular design that uses 
major system interfaces between a major 
system platform and a major system compo-
nent, between major system components, or 
between major system platforms; 

(B) is subjected to verification to ensure 
major system interfaces comply with, if 
available and suitable, widely supported and 
consensus-based standards; 

(C) uses a system architecture that allows 
severable major system components at the 
appropriate level to be incrementally added, 
removed, or replaced throughout the life 
cycle of a major system platform to afford 
opportunities for enhanced competition and 
innovation while yielding— 

(i) significant cost savings or avoidance; 
(ii) schedule reduction; 
(iii) opportunities for technical up-

grades; 
(iv) increased interoperability, including 

system of systems interoperability and 
mission integration; or 

(v) other benefits during the sustainment 
phase of a major weapon system; and 

(D) complies with the technical data rights 
set forth in section 2320 of this title. 

(2) The term ‘‘major system platform’’ 
means the highest level structure of a major 
weapon system that is not physically mounted 
or installed onto a higher level structure and 
on which a major system component can be 
physically mounted or installed. 

(3) The term ‘‘major system component’’— 
(A) means a high level subsystem or as-

sembly, including hardware, software, or an 
integrated assembly of both, that can be 
mounted or installed on a major system 
platform through well-defined major system 
interfaces; and 

(B) includes a subsystem or assembly that 
is likely to have additional capability re-
quirements, is likely to change because of 
evolving technology or threat, is needed for 
interoperability, facilitates incremental de-
ployment of capabilities, or is expected to be 
replaced by another major system compo-
nent. 

(4) The term ‘‘major system interface’’— 
(A) means a shared boundary between a 

major system platform and a major system 
component, between major system compo-
nents, or between major system platforms, 
defined by various physical, logical, and 
functional characteristics, such as elec-
trical, mechanical, fluidic, optical, radio fre-
quency, data, networking, or software ele-
ments; and 

(B) is characterized clearly in terms of 
form, function, and the content that flows 
across the interface in order to enable tech-
nological innovation, incremental improve-
ments, integration, and interoperability. 

(5) The term ‘‘program capability docu-
ment’’ means, with respect to a major defense 
acquisition program, a document that speci-
fies capability requirements for the program, 
such as a capability development document or 
a capability production document. 

(6) The terms ‘‘program cost targets’’ and 
‘‘fielding target’’ have the meanings provided 
in section 2448a(a) of this title. 

(7) The term ‘‘major defense acquisition pro-
gram’’ has the meaning provided in section 
2430 of this title. 

(8) The term ‘‘major weapon system’’ has the 
meaning provided in section 2379(f) of this 
title. 

(Added Pub. L. 114–328, div. A, title VIII, 
§ 805(a)(1), Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2252.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 114–328, div. A, title VIII, § 805(a)(4), Dec. 23, 
2016, 130 Stat. 2255, provided that: ‘‘Subchapter I of 
chapter 144B of title 10, United States Code, as added by 
paragraph (1), shall take effect on January 1, 2017.’’ 

§ 2446b. Requirement to address modular open 
system approach in program capabilities de-
velopment and acquisition weapon system 
design 

(a) PROGRAM CAPABILITY DOCUMENT.—A pro-
gram capability document for a major defense 
acquisition program shall identify and charac-
terize— 
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