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§ 2533. Determinations of public interest under 
chapter 83 of title 41 

(a) In determining under section 8302 of title 41 
whether application of chapter 83 of such title is 
inconsistent with the public interest, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall consider the following: 

(1) The bids or proposals of small business 
firms in the United States which have offered 
to furnish American goods. 

(2) The bids or proposals of all other firms in 
the United States which have offered to fur-
nish American goods. 

(3) The United States balance of payments. 
(4) The cost of shipping goods which are 

other than American goods. 
(5) Any duty, tariff, or surcharge which may 

enter into the cost of using goods which are 
other than American goods. 

(6) A need to ensure that the Department of 
Defense has access to advanced, state-of-the- 
art commercial technology. 

(7) The need to protect the national tech-
nology and industrial base, to preserve and en-
hance the national technology employment 
base, and to provide for a defense mobilization 
base. 

(8) A need to ensure that application of dif-
ferent rules of origin for United States end 
items and foreign end items does not result in 
an award to a firm other than a firm providing 
a product produced in the United States. 

(9) Any need— 
(A) to maintain the same source of supply 

for spare and replacement parts for an end 
item that qualifies as an American good; or 

(B) to maintain the same source of supply 
for spare and replacement parts in order not 
to impair integration of the military and 
commercial industrial base. 

(10) The national security interests of the 
United States. 

(b) In this section, the term ‘‘goods which are 
other than American goods’’ means— 

(1) an end product that is not mined, pro-
duced, or manufactured in the United States; 
or 

(2) an end product that is manufactured in 
the United States but which includes compo-
nents mined, produced, or manufactured out-
side the United States the aggregate cost of 
which exceeds the aggregate cost of the com-
ponents of such end product that are mined, 
produced, or manufactured in the United 
States. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–370, § 3(a)(1), July 19, 1988, 102 
Stat. 855, § 2501; renumbered § 2506, Pub. L. 
100–456, div. A, title VIII, § 821(b)(1)(A), Sept. 29, 
1988, 102 Stat. 2014; renumbered § 2533, Pub. L. 
102–484, div. D, title XLII, § 4202(a), Oct. 23, 1992, 
106 Stat. 2659; amended Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, 
title VIII, § 812(a), (b)(1), Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 
2815, 2816; Pub. L. 104–106, div. D, title XLIII, 
§ 4321(b)(20), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 673; Pub. L. 
105–85, div. A, title X, § 1073(a)(54), Nov. 18, 1997, 
111 Stat. 1903; Pub. L. 111–350, § 5(b)(37), Jan. 4, 
2011, 124 Stat. 3845; Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title 
X, § 1071(a)(9), Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3505.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Section is based on Pub. L. 93–365, title VII, § 707, Aug. 
5, 1974, 88 Stat. 406. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 113–291 substituted ‘‘chapter 
83 of such title’’ for ‘‘such Act’’ in introductory provi-
sions. 

2011—Pub. L. 111–350, § 5(b)(37)(A), substituted ‘‘chap-
ter 83 of title 41’’ for ‘‘the Buy American Act’’ in sec-
tion catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111–350, § 5(b)(37)(B), substituted 
‘‘section 8302 of title 41’’ for ‘‘section 2 of the Buy 
American Act (41 U.S.C. 10a)’’ in introductory provi-
sions. 

1997—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–85 substituted ‘‘(41 
U.S.C. 10a)’’ for ‘‘(41 U.S.C. 10a))’’. 

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–106 substituted ‘‘the Buy 
American Act (41 U.S.C. 10a)) whether application of 
such Act’’ for ‘‘title III of the Act of March 3, 1993 (41 
U.S.C. 10a), popularly known as the ‘Buy American 
Act’, whether application of title III of such Act’’. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–337, § 812(b)(1), substituted ‘‘Deter-
minations of public interest under the Buy American 
Act’’ for ‘‘Limitation on use of funds: procurement of 
goods which are other than American goods’’ as section 
catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–337, § 812(a)(1), added subsec. 
(a) and struck out former subsec. (a) which read as fol-
lows: ‘‘Funds appropriated to the Department of De-
fense may not be obligated under a contract for pro-
curement of goods which are other than American 
goods (as defined in subsection (c)) unless adequate 
consideration is given to the following: 

‘‘(1) The bids or proposals of firms located in labor 
surplus areas in the United States (as designated by 
the Department of Labor) which have offered to fur-
nish American goods. 

‘‘(2) The bids or proposals of small business firms in 
the United States which have offered to furnish 
American goods. 

‘‘(3) The bids or proposals of all other firms in the 
United States which have offered to furnish American 
goods. 

‘‘(4) The United States balance of payments. 
‘‘(5) The cost of shipping goods which are other 

than American goods. 
‘‘(6) Any duty, tariff, or surcharge which may enter 

into the cost of using goods which are other than 
American goods.’’ 
Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 103–337, § 812(a), redesignated 

subsec. (c) as (b) and struck out former subsec. (b) 
which read as follows: ‘‘Consideration of the matters 
referred to in paragraphs (1) through (6) of subsection 
(a) shall be given under regulations of the Secretary of 
Defense and subject to the determinations and excep-
tions contained in title III of the Act of March 3, 1933 
(41 U.S.C. 10a, 10b), popularly known as the ‘Buy Amer-
ican Act’.’’ 

1992—Pub. L. 102–484 renumbered section 2506 of this 
title as this section. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

For effective date and applicability of amendment by 
Pub. L. 104–106, see section 4401 of Pub. L. 104–106, set 
out as a note under section 2302 of this title. 

§ 2533a. Requirement to buy certain articles from 
American sources; exceptions 

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Except as provided in sub-
sections (c) through (h), funds appropriated or 
otherwise available to the Department of De-
fense may not be used for the procurement of an 
item described in subsection (b) if the item is 
not grown, reprocessed, reused, or produced in 
the United States. 

(b) COVERED ITEMS.—An item referred to in 
subsection (a) is any of the following: 

(1) An article or item of— 
(A) food; 
(B) clothing and the materials and compo-

nents thereof, other than sensors, elec-
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