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1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–525, § 541(b), struck out 
‘‘, unless sooner separated,’’ in introductory text pre-
ceding ‘‘he will’’; inserted in cl. (1) ‘‘unless sooner sepa-
rated from the Naval Academy,’’; and inserted 
‘‘, unless sooner separated from the naval service,’’ in 
cls. (2) and (3). 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 98–525, § 542(c), substituted ‘‘at 
least the sixth anniversary and, at the direction of the 
Secretary of Defense, up to the eighth anniversary’’ for 
‘‘the sixth anniversary’’. 

1964—Pub. L. 88–647 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b). 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 88–276 substituted ‘‘five’’ for 
‘‘three’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–106 applicable to persons 
first admitted to United States Military Academy, 
United States Naval Academy, and United States Air 
Force Academy after Dec. 31, 1991, see section 531(e) of 
Pub. L. 104–106, set out as a note under section 4348 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1989 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 101–189 applicable to persons 
who are first admitted to one of the military service 
academies after Dec. 31, 1991, see section 511(e) of Pub. 
L. 101–189, as amended, set out as a note under section 
2114 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–145 (other than with re-
spect to the authority of the Secretary of the Navy to 
prescribe regulations) effective on the date on which 
regulations prescribed by the Secretary take effect and 
applicable to agreements entered into under this sec-
tion on or after the effective date of such regulations 
and also with respect to each such agreement that was 
entered into before the effective date of such regula-
tions by an individual who is a midshipman on such 
date, see section 512(e) of Pub. L. 99–145, set out as a 
note under section 4348 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 541(b) of Pub. L. 98–525 appli-
cable with respect to agreements entered into under 
this section before, on, or after Oct. 19, 1984, see section 
541(d) of Pub. L. 98–525, set out as a note under section 
4348 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1964 AMENDMENT; OBLIGATED 
PERIOD OF SERVICE 

For effective date of amendment by Pub. L. 88–276, 
see section 5(c) of Pub. L. 88–276, set out as a note under 
section 4348 of this title. 

REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING 1985 AMENDMENT 

Secretary of the Navy to prescribe regulations re-
quired by subsec. (c) of this section as added by Pub. L. 
99–145 not later than the end of the 90-day period begin-
ning on Nov. 8, 1985, see section 512(d) of Pub. L. 99–145, 
set out as a note under section 4348 of this title. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

For savings provision relating to payment or repay-
ment of any bonus, incentive pay, special pay, or simi-
lar pay obligated to be paid before Apr. 1, 2006, under a 
provision of this section amended by section 687(c) of 
Pub. L. 109–163, see section 687(f) of Pub. L. 109–163, set 
out as a note under section 510 of this title. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE POLICY ON SERVICE ACAD-
EMY AND ROTC GRADUATES SEEKING TO PARTICIPATE 
IN PROFESSIONAL SPORTS BEFORE COMPLETION OF 
THEIR ACTIVE-DUTY SERVICE OBLIGATIONS 

Secretary of Defense to prescribe, not later than July 
1, 2007, Department of Defense policy on whether to au-
thorize service academy and ROTC graduates to par-

ticipate in professional sports before the completion of 
their obligations for service on active duty, see section 
533 of Pub. L. 109–364, set out as a note under section 
4348 of this title. 

§ 6960. Midshipmen: clothing and equipment; uni-
form allowance 

The Secretary of the Navy may prescribe the 
amount to be credited to a midshipman, upon 
original admission to the Naval Academy, for 
the cost of his initial issue of clothing and 
equipment. That amount shall be deducted from 
his pay. If a midshipman is discharged before 
graduation while owing the United States for 
pay advanced for the purchase of required cloth-
ing and equipment, he shall turn in as much of 
his clothing and equipment of a distinctively 
military nature as is necessary to repay the 
amount advanced. If the value of the clothing 
and equipment turned in does not cover the 
amount owed, the indebtedness shall be can-
celed. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 432.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

6960 ......... 34 U.S.C. 1052a. Aug. 22, 1951, ch. 340, § 1, 
65 Stat. 196. 

The word ‘‘new’’ before ‘‘midshipmen’’ and the word 
‘‘subsequently’’ after ‘‘deducted’’ are omitted as sur-
plusage. The words ‘‘while owing the United States for 
pay advanced for the purchase of’’ are substituted for 
the words ‘‘who is indebted to the United States on ac-
count of advances of pay to purchase’’. 

§ 6961. Midshipmen: dismissal for best interests 
of the service 

(a) Whenever the Superintendent of the Naval 
Academy believes that the continued presence of 
any midshipman at the Academy is contrary to 
the best interest of the service, he shall report 
in writing to the Secretary of the Navy a full 
statement of the facts upon which his belief is 
based. If the Secretary determines from the re-
port that the Superintendent’s belief is well 
founded, the Secretary shall serve a copy of the 
report on the midshipman. Within such time as 
the Secretary considers reasonable, the mid-
shipman shall show cause in writing why he 
should not be dismissed from the Academy. The 
Secretary, after consideration of any cause so 
shown, and with the written approval of the 
President, may dismiss the midshipman from 
the Academy and from the naval service. 

(b) The truth of any issue of fact raised under 
subsection (a), except as to the record of demer-
its, shall be determined by a court of inquiry 
convened by the Secretary. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 432.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

6961 ......... 34 U.S.C. 1062. Apr. 9, 1906, ch. 1370, § 1, 
34 Stat. 104. 

The words ‘‘court of inquiry’’ are substituted for the 
words ‘‘board of inquiry’’ to conform to the terminol-
ogy of the Uniform Code of Military Justice. The words 
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