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with the Board of Actuaries and the Secretary of 
the Treasury, shall determine the following: 

(1) The projected amount of the premiums to 
be collected, investment earnings to be re-
ceived, and any transfers or appropriations to 
be made for the Fund for that fiscal year. 

(2) The amount for that fiscal year of any 
cumulative unfunded liability (including any 
negative amount or any gain to the Fund) re-
sulting from payments of benefits. 

(3) The amount for that fiscal year (includ-
ing any negative amount) of any cumulative 
actuarial gain or loss to the Fund. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title V, § 512(a)(1), 
Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 302.) 

§ 12529. Board of Actuaries 

(a) ACTUARIAL RESPONSIBILITY.—The Board of 
Actuaries shall have the actuarial responsibility 
for the insurance program. 

(b) VALUATIONS AND PREMIUM RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.—The Board of Actuaries shall carry out 
periodic actuarial valuations of the benefits 
under the insurance program and determine a 
premium rate methodology for the Secretary to 
use in setting premium rates for the insurance 
program. The Board shall conduct the first valu-
ation and determine a premium rate methodol-
ogy not later than six months after the insur-
ance program is established. 

(c) EFFECTS OF CHANGED BENEFITS.—If at the 
time of any actuarial valuation under sub-
section (b) there has been a change in benefits 
under the insurance program that has been 
made since the last such valuation and such 
change in benefits increases or decreases the 
present value of amounts payable from the 
Fund, the Board of Actuaries shall determine a 
premium rate methodology, and recommend to 
the Secretary a premium schedule, for the liq-
uidation of any liability (or actuarial gain to 
the Fund) resulting from such change and any 
previous such changes so that the present value 
of the sum of the scheduled premium payments 
(or reduction in payments that would otherwise 
be made) equals the cumulative increase (or de-
crease) in the present value of such benefits. 

(d) ACTUARIAL GAINS OR LOSSES.—If at the 
time of any such valuation the Board of Actuar-
ies determines that there has been an actuarial 
gain or loss to the Fund as a result of changes 
in actuarial assumptions since the last valu-
ation or as a result of any differences, between 
actual and expected experience since the last 
valuation, the Board shall recommend to the 
Secretary a premium rate schedule for the am-
ortization of the cumulative gain or loss to the 
Fund resulting from such changes in assump-
tions and any previous such changes in assump-
tions or from the differences in actual and ex-
pected experience, respectively, through an in-
crease or decrease in the payments that would 
otherwise be made to the Fund. 

(e) INSUFFICIENT ASSETS.—If at any time li-
abilities of the Fund exceed assets of the Fund 
as a result of members of the Ready Reserve 
being ordered to active duty as described in sec-
tion 12521(2) of this title, and funds are unavail-
able to pay benefits completely, the Secretary 
shall request the President to submit to Con-

gress a request for a special appropriation to 
cover the unfunded liability. If appropriations 
are not made to cover an unfunded liability in 
any fiscal year, the Secretary shall reduce the 
amount of the benefits paid under the insurance 
program to a total amount that does not exceed 
the assets of the Fund expected to accrue by the 
end of such fiscal year. Benefits that cannot be 
paid because of such a reduction shall be de-
ferred and may be paid only after and to the ex-
tent that additional funds become available. 

(f) DEFINITION OF PRESENT VALUE.—The Board 
of Actuaries shall define the term ‘‘present 
value’’ for purposes of this subsection. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title V, § 512(a)(1), 
Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 303.) 

§ 12530. Payment of benefits 

(a) COMMENCEMENT OF PAYMENT.—An insured 
member who serves in excess of 30 days of cov-
ered service shall be paid the amount to which 
such member is entitled on a monthly basis be-
ginning not later than one month after the 30th 
day of covered service. 

(b) METHOD OF PAYMENT.—The Secretary shall 
prescribe in the regulations the manner in 
which payments shall be made to the member or 
to a person designated in accordance with sub-
section (c). 

(c) DESIGNATED RECIPIENTS.—(1) A member 
may designate in writing another person (in-
cluding a spouse, parent, or other person with an 
insurable interest, as determined in accordance 
with the regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary) to receive payments of insurance bene-
fits under the insurance program. 

(2) A member may direct that payments of in-
surance benefits for a person designated under 
paragraph (1) be deposited with a bank or other 
financial institution to the credit of the des-
ignated person. 

(d) RECIPIENTS IN EVENT OF DEATH OF INSURED 
MEMBER.—Any insurance payable under the in-
surance program on account of a deceased mem-
ber’s period of covered service shall be paid, 
upon the establishment of a valid claim, to the 
beneficiary or beneficiaries which the deceased 
member designated in writing. If no such des-
ignation has been made, the amount shall be 
payable in accordance with the laws of the State 
of the member’s domicile. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title V, § 512(a)(1), 
Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 304.) 

§ 12531. Purchase of insurance 

(a) PURCHASE AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary 
may, instead of or in addition to underwriting 
the insurance program through the Fund, pur-
chase from one or more insurance companies a 
policy or policies of group insurance in order to 
provide the benefits required under this chapter. 
The Secretary may waive any requirement for 
full and open competition in order to purchase 
an insurance policy under this subsection. 

(b) ELIGIBLE INSURERS.—In order to be eligible 
to sell insurance to the Secretary for purposes 
of subsection (a), an insurance company shall— 

(1) be licensed to issue insurance in each of 
the 50 States and in the District of Columbia; 
and 
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