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§ 637a. Repealed. Pub. L. 89–409, § 3(b), May 2, 
1966, 80 Stat. 133 

Section, Pub. L. 87–550, § 2, July 25, 1962, 76 Stat. 221, 

authorized the Administration to make loans to assist 

in adjusting to competition from imports, described 

such authority as additional to that under the Small 

Business Act, provided for application of the Trade Ex-

pansion Act of 1962, authorized appropriations, and pro-

vided for an effective date. See section 636(e) of this 

title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective on July 1, 1966, see section 3(c) of 

Pub. L. 89–409, set out as a note under section 636 of 

this title. 

§ 637b. Availability of information 

(a) Requests for information 

For any contract to be let by any Federal 
agency, such agency shall provide to any small 
business concern upon its request— 

(1) a copy of bid sets and specifications with 
respect to such contract; 

(2) the name and telephone number of an em-
ployee of such agency to answer questions 
with respect to such contract; and 

(3) adequate citations to each major Federal 
law or agency rule with which such business 
concern must comply in performing such con-
tract. 

(b) Exempt contracts 

Subsection (a) shall not apply to any contract 
or subcontract under such contract which— 

(1) will be performed entirely outside any 
State, territory, or possession of the United 
States, the District of Columbia, or the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico; or 

(2) is for services which are personal in na-
ture. 

(Pub. L. 95–507, title II, § 223, Oct. 24, 1978, 92 
Stat. 1772.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Small Busi-

ness Act which comprises this chapter. 

§ 637c. Definitions 

For purposes of this Act— 
(1) the term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Ad-

ministrator of the Small Business Administra-
tion; 

(2) the term ‘‘Federal agency’’ has the mean-
ing given the term ‘‘agency’’ by section 551(1) 
of title 5, but does not include the United 
States Postal Service or the Government Ac-
countability Office; and 

(3) the term ‘‘Government procurement con-
tract’’ means any contract for the procure-
ment of any goods or services by any Federal 
agency. 

(Pub. L. 95–507, title II, § 224(a), Oct. 24, 1978, 92 
Stat. 1772; Pub. L. 108–271, § 8(b), July 7, 2004, 118 
Stat. 814.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, means Pub. L. 95–507, 

Oct. 24, 1978, 92 Stat. 1757. For complete classification 

of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of the Small Busi-

ness Act which comprises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Par. (2). Pub. L. 108–271 substituted ‘‘Govern-
ment Accountability Office’’ for ‘‘General Accounting 
Office’’. 

§ 637d. Subcontracting plan reports 

(1) Reporting requirements 

Not later than 1 year after January 2, 2013, the 
Administrator of the Small Business Adminis-
tration shall take such actions as are necessary 
to ensure that the electronic subcontracting re-
porting system established by the Administra-
tion to carry out the requirement of section 
637(d)(6)(E) of this title is modified to ensure 
that it can identify entities that fail to submit 
required reports. 

(2) Annual report 

Not later than March 31 of each year, the Ad-
ministrator of the Small Business Administra-
tion shall provide the Committee on Small Busi-
ness of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Small Business and Entrepre-
neurship of the Senate a report, based on data 
available through existing systems, that sets 
forth, by agency (and to the extent practicable, 
by type of goal or plan), the following informa-
tion: 

(A) the percentage of entities required to 
submit reports pursuant to section 637(d)(6) of 
this title that filed such reports and that 
failed to file such reports during the prior fis-
cal year; 

(B) the percentage of entities filing such re-
ports that met, exceeded, or failed to meet 
goals set forth in their subcontracting plans 
during the prior fiscal year; and 

(C) the aggregate value by which such enti-
ties exceeded, or failed to meet, their sub-
contracting goals during the prior fiscal year. 

(Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title XVI, § 1653(b), Jan. 
2, 2013, 126 Stat. 2082.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013, and not as part 
of the Small Business Act which comprises this chap-
ter. 

§ 638. Research and development 

(a) Declaration of policy 

Research and development are major factors 
in the growth and progress of industry and the 
national economy. The expense of carrying on 
research and development programs is beyond 
the means of many small-business concerns, and 
such concerns are handicapped in obtaining the 
benefits of research and development programs 
conducted at Government expense. These small- 
business concerns are thereby placed at a com-
petitive disadvantage. This weakens the com-
petitive free enterprise system and prevents the 
orderly development of the national economy. It 
is the policy of the Congress that assistance be 
given to small-business concerns to enable them 
to undertake and to obtain the benefits of re-
search and development in order to maintain 
and strengthen the competitive free enterprise 
system and the national economy. 

(b) Assistance to small-business concerns 

It shall be the duty of the Administration, and 
it is empowered— 
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