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as such terms have under section 8302 of title
42,

(2) The term ‘‘petroleum products’” means
crude oil, or any product derived from crude
oil other than propane.

(3) The term ‘‘high priority use”
any—

(A) use of natural gas in a residence;
(B) use of natural gas in a commercial es-
tablishment in amounts less than 50 Mcf on

a peak day; or

(C) any use of natural gas the curtailment
of which the President determines would en-
danger life, health, or maintenance of phys-
ical property.

(4) The term ‘“Mcf”’, when used with respect
to natural gas, means 1,000 cubic feet of natu-
ral gas measured at a pressure of 14.73 pounds
per square inch (absolute) and a temperature
of 60 degrees Fahrenheit.

(i) Use of general terms

means

In applying the provisions of this section in
the case of natural gas subject to a prohibition
order issued under this section, the term ‘‘petro-
leum products’ (as defined in subsection (h)(2)
of this section) shall be substituted for the term
“heavy petroleum fuel 0il”’ (as defined in section
T17y(e)(7) of this title) if the person subject to
any order under this section demonstrates to
the Commission that the acquisition and use of
heavy petroleum fuel oil is not technically or
economically feasible.

(Pub. L. 95-617, title VI, §607, Nov. 9, 1978, 92
Stat. 3171.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Public Utility
Regulatory Policies Act of 1978, and not as part of the
Natural Gas Act which comprises this chapter.

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS

Functions of President under this section, except for
authority to declare, extend, and terminate a natural
gas supply emergency pursuant to subsecs. (a) and (b)
of this section, delegated to Secretary of Energy, see
section 1-102 of Ex. Ord. No. 12235, Sept. 3, 1980, 45 F.R.
58803, set out as a note under section 3364 of this title.

DEFINITIONS

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 2602 of Title 16, Conservation.
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§719. Congressional findings

The Congress finds and declares that—

(1) a natural gas supply shortage exists in
the contiguous States of the United States;

(2) large reserves of natural gas in the State
of Alaska could help significantly to alleviate
this supply shortage;

(3) the expeditious construction of a viable
natural gas transportation system for delivery
of Alaska natural gas to United States mar-
kets is in the national interest; and

(4) the determinations whether to authorize
a transportation system for delivery of Alaska
natural gas to the contiguous States and, if so,
which system to select, involve questions of
the utmost importance respecting national en-
ergy policy, international relations, national
security, and economic and environmental im-
pact, and therefore should appropriately be ad-
dressed by the Congress and the President in
addition to those Federal officers and agencies
assigned functions under law pertaining to the
selection, construction, and initial operation
of such a system.

(Pub. L. 94-586, §2, Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2903.)
EXPIRATION DATE

Pub. L. 94-586, §20, Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2916, provided
that: “This Act [this chapter] shall terminate in the
event that no decision of the President takes effect
under section 8 of this Act [section 719f of this title],
such termination to occur at the end of the last day on
which a decision could be, but is not, approved under
such section.”

SHORT TITLE

Pub. L. 94-586, §1, Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2903, provided
that: ‘“This Act [enacting this chapter and provisions
set out as notes under this section and section 1651 of
Title 43, Public Lands] may be cited as the ‘Alaska Nat-
ural Gas Transportation Act of 1976°.”

ANTITRUST STUDY

Pub. L. 94-586, §19, Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2916, directed
Attorney General of United States to conduct a thor-
ough study of antitrust issues and problems relating to
production and transportation of Alaska natural gas
and, not later than six months after Oct. 22, 1976, to
complete such study and submit to Congress a report
containing his findings and recommendations with re-
spect thereto.

§ 719a. Congressional statement of purpose

The purpose of this chapter is to provide the
means for making a sound decision as to the se-
lection of a transportation system for delivery
of Alaska natural gas to the contiguous States
for construction and initial operation by provid-
ing for the participation of the President and
the Congress in the selection process, and, if
such a system is approved under this chapter, to
expedite its construction and initial operation
by (1) limiting the jurisdiction of the courts to
review the actions of Federal officers or agen-
cies taken pursuant to the direction and author-
ity of this chapter, and (2) permitting the limi-
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tation of administrative procedures and effect-
ing the limitation of judicial procedures related
to such actions. To accomplish this purpose it is
the intent of the Congress to exercise its con-
stitutional powers to the fullest extent in the
authorizations and directions herein made, and
particularly with respect to the limitation of ju-
dicial review of actions of Federal officers or
agencies taken pursuant thereto.

(Pub. L. 94-586, §3, Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2903.)
§ 719b. Definitions

As used in this chapter:

(1) the term ‘‘Alaska natural gas’ means
natural gas derived from the area of the State
of Alaska generally known as the North Slope
of Alaska, including the Continental Shelf
thereof;

(2) the term ‘‘Commission’” means the Fed-
eral Power Commission;

(3) the term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Sec-
retary of the Interior;

(4) the term ‘‘provision of law” means any
provision of a Federal statute or rule, regula-
tion, or order issued thereunder; and

(5) the term ‘‘approved transportation sys-
tem’ means the system for the transportation
of Alaska natural gas designated by the Presi-
dent pursuant to section 719e(a) or 719f(b) of
this title and approved by joint resolution of
the Congress pursuant to section 719f of this
title.

(Pub. L. 94-586, §4, Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2904.)
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Federal Power Commission terminated and functions,
personnel, property, funds, etc., transferred to Sec-
retary of Energy (except for certain functions trans-
ferred to Federal Energy Regulatory Commission) by
sections 7151(b), 7171(a), 7T172(a)(1), 7291, and 7293 of Title
42, The Public Health and Welfare.

§719c. Federal Power Commission reviews and
reports

(a) Proceedings: suspension, vacation or removal
of suspension; issuance of certificate of con-
venience and necessity

(1) Notwithstanding any provision of the Natu-
ral Gas Act or any other provision of law, the
Commission shall suspend all proceedings pend-
ing before the Commission on October 22, 1976,
relating to a system for the transportation of
Alaska natural gas as soon as the Commission
determines to be practicable after such date,
and the Commission may refuse to act on any
application, amendment thereto, or other re-
quests for action under the Natural Gas Act re-
lating to a system for the transportation of
Alaska natural gas until such time as (A) a deci-
sion of the President designating such a system
for approval takes effect pursuant to section 719f
of this title, (B) no such decision takes effect
pursuant to section 719f of this title, or (C) the
President decides not to designate such a sys-
tem for approval under section 719f of this title
and so advises the Congress pursuant to section
719e of this title.

(2) In the event a decision of the President des-
ignating such a system takes effect pursuant to
this chapter, the Commission shall forthwith va-
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cate proceedings suspended under paragraph (1)
and, pursuant to section 719g of this title and in
accordance with the President’s decision, issue a
certificate of public convenience and necessity
respecting such system.

(3) In the event such a decision of the Presi-
dent does not take effect pursuant to this chap-
ter or the President decides not to designate
such a system and so advises the Congress pur-
suant to section 719e of this title, the suspension
provided for in paragraph (1) of this subsection
shall be removed.

(b) Recommendation; submittal to President;
rule for presentation of data, views, and ar-
guments; Federal agency cooperation

(1) The Commission shall review all applica-
tions for the issuance of a certificate of public
convenience and necessity relating to the trans-
portation of Alaska natural gas pending on Oc-
tober 22, 1976, and any amendments thereto
which are timely made, and after consideration
of any alternative transportation system which
the Commission determines to be reasonable,
submit to the President not later than May 1,
1977, a recommendation concerning the selection
of such a transportation system. Such recom-
mendation may be in the form of a proposed cer-
tificate of public convenience and necessity, or
in such other form as the Commission deter-
mines to be appropriate, or may recommend
that no decision respecting the selection of such
a transportation system be made at this time or
pursuant to this chapter. Any recommendation
that the President approve a particular trans-
portation system shall (A) include a description
of the nature and route of the system, (B) des-
ignate a person to construct and operate the
system, which person shall be the applicant, if
any, which filed for a certificate of public con-
venience and necessity to construct and operate
such system, (C) if such recommendation is for
an all-land pipeline transportation system, or a
transportation system involving water transpor-
tation, include provision for new facilities to the
extent necessary to assure direct pipeline deliv-
ery of Alaska natural gas contemporaneously to
points both east and west of the Rocky Moun-
tains in the lower continental United States.

(2) The Commission may, by rule, provide for
the presentation of data, views, and arguments
before the Commission or a delegate of the Com-
mission pursuant to such procedures as the
Commission determines to be appropriate to
carry out its responsibilities under paragraph (1)
of this subsection. Such a rule shall, to the ex-
tent determined by the Commission, apply, not-
withstanding any provision of law that would
otherwise have applied to the presentation of
data, views, and arguments.

(3) The Commission may request such infor-
mation and assistance from any Federal agency
as the Commission determines to be necessary
or appropriate to carry out its responsibilities
under this chapter. Any Federal agency re-
quested to submit information or provide assist-
ance shall submit such information to the Com-
mission at the earliest practicable time after re-
ceipt of a Commission request.
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