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§ 2206. National Academy for Fire Prevention 
and Control 

(a) Establishment 

The Administrator of FEMA shall establish, at 
the earliest practicable date, a National Acad-
emy for Fire Prevention and Control. The pur-
pose of the Academy shall be to advance the pro-
fessional development of fire service personnel 
and of other persons engaged in fire prevention 
and control activities. 

(b) Superintendent 

The Academy shall be headed by a Super-
intendent, who shall be appointed by the Admin-
istrator of FEMA. In exercising the powers and 
authority contained in this section the Super-
intendent shall be subject to the direction of the 
Administrator. 

(c) Powers of Superintendent 

The Superintendent is authorized to— 
(1) develop and revise curricula, standards 

for admission and performance, and criteria 
for the awarding of degrees and certifications; 

(2) appoint such teaching staff and other per-
sonnel as he determines to be necessary or ap-
propriate; 

(3) conduct courses and programs of training 
and education, as defined in subsection (d) of 
this section; 

(4) appoint faculty members and consultants 
without regard to the provisions of title 5, 
governing appointments in the competitive 
service, and, with respect to temporary and 
intermittent services, to make appointments 
to the same extent as is authorized by section 
3109 of title 5; 

(5) establish fees and other charges for at-
tendance at, and subscription to, courses and 
programs offered by the Academy. Such fees 
may be modified or waived as determined by 
the Superintendent; 

(6) conduct short courses, seminars, work-
shops, conferences, and similar education and 
training activities in all parts and localities of 
the United States, including on-site training; 

(7) enter into such contracts and take such 
other actions as may be necessary in carrying 
out the purposes of the Academy; and 

(8) consult with officials of the fire services 
and other interested persons in the exercise of 
the foregoing powers. 

(d) Program of the Academy 

The Superintendent is authorized to— 
(1) train fire service personnel in such skills 

and knowledge as may be useful to advance 
their ability to prevent and control fires, in-
cluding, but not limited to— 

(A) techniques of fire prevention, fire in-
spection, firefighting, and fire and arson in-
vestigation; 

(B) tactics and command of firefighting for 
present and future fire chiefs and command-
ers; 

(C) administration and management of fire 
services; 

(D) tactical training in the specialized 
field of aircraft fire control and crash res-
cue; 

(E) tactical training in the specialized 
field of fire control and rescue aboard water-
borne vessels; 

(F) strategies for building collapse rescue; 
(G) the use of technology in response to 

fires, including terrorist incidents and other 
national emergencies; 

(H) tactics and strategies for dealing with 
natural disasters, acts of terrorism, and 
other man-made disasters; 

(I) tactics and strategies for fighting large- 
scale fires or multiple fires in a general area 
that cross jurisdictional boundaries; 

(J) tactics and strategies for fighting fires 
occurring at the wildland-urban interface; 

(K) tactics and strategies for fighting fires 
involving hazardous materials; 

(L) advanced emergency medical services 
training; 

(M) use of and familiarity with the Federal 
Response Plan; 

(N) leadership and strategic skills, includ-
ing integrated management systems oper-
ations and integrated response; 

(O) applying new technology and develop-
ing strategies and tactics for fighting 
wildland fires; 

(P) integrating the activities of terrorism 
response agencies into national terrorism in-
cident response systems; 

(Q) tactics and strategies for fighting fires 
at United States ports, including fires on the 
water and aboard vessels; and 

(R) the training of present and future in-
structors in the aforementioned subjects; 

(2) develop model curricula, training pro-
grams and other educational materials suit-
able for use at other educational institutions, 
and to make such materials available without 
charge; 

(3) develop and administer a program of cor-
respondence courses to advance the knowledge 
and skills of fire service personnel; 

(4) develop and distribute to appropriate offi-
cials model questions suitable for use in con-
ducting entrance and promotional examina-
tions for fire service personnel; and 

(5) encourage the inclusion of fire prevention 
and detection technology and practices in the 
education and professional practice of archi-
tects, builders, city planners, and others en-
gaged in design and planning affected by fire 
safety problems. 

(e) Technical assistance 

The Administrator is authorized, to the extent 
that he determines it necessary to meet the 
needs of the Nation, to encourage new programs 
and to strengthen existing programs of edu-
cation and training by local fire services, units, 
and departments, State and local governments, 
and private institutions, by providing technical 
assistance and advice to— 

(1) vocational training programs in tech-
niques of fire prevention, fire inspection, fire-
fighting, and fire and arson investigation; 

(2) fire training courses and programs at jun-
ior colleges; and 

(3) four-year degree programs in fire engi-
neering at colleges and universities. 

(f) Assistance to State and local fire service 
training programs 

The Administrator is authorized to provide as-
sistance to State and local fire service training 
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programs through grants, contracts, or other-
wise. Such assistance shall not exceed 7.5 per-
cent of the amount authorized to be appro-
priated in each fiscal year pursuant to section 
2216 of this title. 

(g) Site selection 

The Academy shall be located on such site as 
the Administrator of FEMA selects, subject to 
the following provisions: 

(1) The Administrator of FEMA is authorized 
to appoint a Site Selection Board consisting of 
the Academy Superintendent and two other 
members to survey the most suitable sites for 
the location of the Academy and to make rec-
ommendations to the Administrator of FEMA. 

(2) The Site Selection Board in making its 
recommendations and the Administrator of 
FEMA in making his final selection, shall give 
consideration to the training and facility 
needs of the Academy, environmental effects, 
the possibility of using a surplus Government 
facility, and such other factors as are deemed 
important and relevant. The Administrator of 
FEMA shall make a final site selection not 
later than 2 years after October 29, 1974. 

(h) Construction costs 

Of the sums authorized to be appropriated for 
the purpose of implementing the programs of 
the Administration, not more than $9,000,000 
shall be available for the construction of facili-
ties of the Academy on the site selected under 
subsection (g) of this section. Such sums for 
such construction shall remain available until 
expended. 

(i) Educational and professional assistance 

The Administrator is authorized to— 
(1) provide stipends to students attending 

Academy courses and programs, in amounts up 
to 75 per centum of the expense of attendance, 
as established by the Superintendent; 

(2) provide stipends to students attending 
courses and nondegree training programs ap-
proved by the Superintendent at universities, 
colleges, and junior colleges, in amounts up to 
50 per centum of the cost of tuition; 

(3) make or enter into contracts to make 
payments to institutions of higher education 
for loans, not to exceed $2,500 per academic 
year for any individual who is enrolled on a 
full-time basis in an undergraduate or grad-
uate program of fire research or engineering 
which is certified by the Superintendent. 
Loans under this paragraph shall be made on 
such terms and subject to such conditions as 
the Superintendent and each institution in-
volved may jointly determine; and 

(4) establish and maintain a placement and 
promotion opportunities center in cooperation 
with the fire services, for firefighters who wish 
to learn and take advantage of different or 
better career opportunities. Such center shall 
not limit such assistance to students and grad-
uates of the Academy, but shall undertake to 
assist all fire service personnel. 

(j) Board of Visitors 

Upon establishment of the Academy, the Ad-
ministrator of FEMA shall establish a procedure 
for the selection of professionals in the field of 

fire safety, fire prevention, fire control, research 
and development in fire protection, treatment 
and rehabilitation of fire victims, or local gov-
ernment services management to serve as mem-
bers of a Board of Visitors for the Academy. 
Pursuant to such procedure, the Administrator 
of FEMA shall select eight such persons to serve 
as members of such Board of Visitors to serve 
such terms as the Administrator of FEMA may 
prescribe. The function of such Board shall be to 
review annually the program of the Academy 
and to make comments and recommendations to 
the Administrator of FEMA regarding the oper-
ation of the Academy and any improvements 
therein which such Board deems appropriate. 
Each member of such Board shall be reimbursed 
for any expenses actually incurred by him in the 
performance of his duties as a member of such 
Board. 

(k) Accreditation 

The Superintendent is authorized to establish 
a Committee on Fire Training and Education 
which shall inquire into and make recommenda-
tions regarding the desirability of establishing a 
mechanism for accreditation of fire training and 
education programs and courses, and the role 
which the Academy should play if such a mecha-
nism is recommended. The Committee shall con-
sist of the Superintendent as Chairman and 
eighteen other members appointed by the Ad-
ministrator from among individuals and organi-
zations possessing special knowledge and experi-
ence in the field of fire training and education 
or related fields. The Committee shall submit to 
the Administrator within two years after its ap-
pointment, a full and complete report of its find-
ings and recommendations. Upon the submission 
of such report, the Committee shall cease to 
exist. Each appointed member of the Committee 
shall be reimbursed for expenses actually in-
curred in the performance of his duties as a 
member. 

(l) Admission 

The Superintendent is authorized to admit to 
the courses and programs of the Academy indi-
viduals who are members of the firefighting, res-
cue, and civil defense forces of the Nation and 
such other individuals, including candidates for 
membership in these forces, as he determines 
can benefit from attendance. Students shall be 
admitted from any State, with due regard to 
adequate representation in the student body of 
all geographic regions of the Nation. In select-
ing students, the Superintendent may seek 
nominations and advice from the fire services 
and other organizations which wish to send stu-
dents to the Academy. The Superintendent shall 
offer, at the Academy and at other sites, courses 
and training assistance as necessary to accom-
modate all geographic regions and needs of ca-
reer and volunteer firefighters. 

(m) On-site training 

(1) In general 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), the Ad-
ministrator may enter into a contract with 
nationally recognized organizations that have 
established on-site training programs that 
comply with national voluntary consensus 
standards for fire service personnel to facili-
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tate the delivery of the education and training 
programs outlined in subsection (d)(1) directly 
to fire service personnel. 

(2) Limitation 

(A) In general 

The Administrator may not enter into a 
contract with an organization described in 
paragraph (1) unless such organization pro-
vides training that— 

(i) leads to certification by a program 
that is accredited by a nationally recog-
nized accreditation organization; or 

(ii) the Administrator determines is of 
equivalent quality to a fire service train-
ing program described by clause (i). 

(B) Approval of unaccredited fire service 
training programs 

The Administrator may consider the fact 
that an organization has provided a satisfac-
tory fire service training program pursuant 
to a cooperative agreement with a Federal 
agency as evidence that such program is of 
equivalent quality to a fire service training 
program described by subparagraph (A)(i). 

(3) Restriction on use of funds 

The amounts expended by the Administrator 
to carry out this subsection in any fiscal year 
shall not exceed 7.5 per centum of the amount 
authorized to be appropriated in such fiscal 
year pursuant to section 2216 of this title. 

(n) Triennial report 

In the first annual report filed pursuant to 
section 2215 of this title for which the deadline 
for filing is after the expiration of the 18-month 
period that begins on October 8, 2008, and in 
every third annual report thereafter, the Admin-
istrator shall include information about changes 
made to the National Fire Academy curriculum, 
including— 

(1) the basis for such changes, including a re-
view of the incorporation of lessons learned by 
emergency response personnel after signifi-
cant emergency events and emergency pre-
paredness exercises performed under the Na-
tional Exercise Program; and 

(2) the desired training outcome of all such 
changes. 

(Pub. L. 93–498, § 7, Oct. 29, 1974, 88 Stat. 1537; 
Pub. L. 106–503, title I, § 110(a)(2)(B)(ii), Nov. 13, 
2000, 114 Stat. 2302; Pub. L. 108–169, title II, 
§ 204(a), (d), Dec. 6, 2003, 117 Stat. 2039; Pub. L. 
110–376, § 4(a)–(c), Oct. 8, 2008, 122 Stat. 4057, 4058; 
Pub. L. 112–239, div. A, title XVIII, § 1802(b)(1), 
Jan. 2, 2013, 126 Stat. 2100.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Subsecs. (a), (b), (g), (j). Pub. L. 112–239 sub-

stituted ‘‘Administrator of FEMA’’ for ‘‘Director’’ 

wherever appearing. 

2008—Subsec. (c)(6). Pub. L. 110–376, § 4(b)(1), inserted 

‘‘, including on-site training’’ after ‘‘United States’’. 

Subsec. (d)(1)(H). Pub. L. 110–376, § 4(a)(1), amended 

subpar. (H) generally. Prior to amendment, subpar. (H) 

read as follows: ‘‘response, tactics, and strategies for 

dealing with terrorist-caused national catastrophes;’’. 

Subsec. (d)(1)(I), (J). Pub. L. 110–376, § 4(a)(5), added 

subpars. (I) and (J). Former subpars. (I) and (J) redesig-

nated (M) and (N), respectively. 

Subsec. (d)(1)(K). Pub. L. 110–376, § 4(a)(5), added sub-

par. (K). Former subpar. (K) redesignated (O). 

Pub. L. 110–376, § 4(a)(2), substituted ‘‘wildland’’ for 

‘‘forest’’. 

Subsec. (d)(1)(L). Pub. L. 110–376, § 4(a)(5), added sub-

par. (L). Former subpar. (L) redesignated (P). 

Subsec. (d)(1)(M). Pub. L. 110–376, § 4(a)(4), redesig-

nated subpar. (I) as (M). Former subpar. (M) redesig-

nated (Q). 

Pub. L. 110–376, § 4(a)(3), struck out ‘‘response’’ before 

‘‘tactics’’. 

Subsec. (d)(1)(N) to (R). Pub. L. 110–376, § 4(a)(4), re-

designated subpars. (J) to (N) as (N) to (R), respec-

tively. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 110–376, § 4(b)(2), which directed 

substitution of ‘‘7.5 percent’’ for ‘‘4 percent’’, was exe-

cuted by making the substitution for ‘‘4 per centum’’ to 

reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

Subsecs. (m), (n). Pub. L. 110–376, § 4(b)(3), (c), added 

subsecs. (m) and (n). 

2003—Subsec. (d)(1)(F) to (N). Pub. L. 108–169, § 204(a), 

added subpars. (F) to (M) and redesignated former sub-

par. (F) as (N). 

Subsec. (l). Pub. L. 108–169, § 204(d), inserted at end 

‘‘The Superintendent shall offer, at the Academy and 

at other sites, courses and training assistance as nec-

essary to accommodate all geographic regions and 

needs of career and volunteer firefighters.’’ 

2000—Subsecs. (a), (b), (g), (j). Pub. L. 106–503 sub-

stituted ‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Secretary’’ wherever appear-

ing. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of all functions, personnel, assets, com-

ponents, authorities, grant programs, and liabilities of 

the Federal Emergency Management Agency, including 

the functions of the Under Secretary for Federal Emer-

gency Management relating thereto, to the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency, see section 315(a)(1) 

of Title 6, Domestic Security. 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-

abilities of the Federal Emergency Management Agen-

cy, including the functions of the Director of the Fed-

eral Emergency Management Agency relating thereto, 

to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treat-

ment of related references, see former section 313(1) and 

sections 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-

rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-

ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 

out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

Functions of National Fire Prevention and Control 

Administration [now United States Fire Administra-

tion] and National Academy for Fire Prevention and 

Control generally transferred to Federal Emergency 

Management Agency. For further details see Transfer 

of Functions note set out under section 2202 of this 

title. 

CONSULTATION ON FIRE ACADEMY CLASSES 

Pub. L. 108–169, title II, § 204(b), Dec. 6, 2003, 117 Stat. 

2039, provided that: ‘‘The Superintendent of the Na-

tional Fire Academy may consult with other Federal, 

State, and local agency officials in developing curricula 

for classes offered by the Academy.’’ 

COORDINATION WITH OTHER PROGRAMS TO AVOID 

DUPLICATION 

Pub. L. 108–169, title II, § 204(c), Dec. 6, 2003, 117 Stat. 

2039, provided that: ‘‘The Administrator of the United 

States Fire Administration shall coordinate training 

provided under section 7(d)(1) of the Federal Fire Pre-

vention and Control Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 2206(d)(1)) 

with the Attorney General, the Secretary of Health and 

Human Services, and the heads of other Federal agen-

cies— 

‘‘(1) to ensure that such training does not duplicate 

existing courses available to fire service personnel; 

and 
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‘‘(2) to establish a mechanism for eliminating dupli-

cative training programs.’’ 

LIMITATIONS ON AUTHORITY OF SUPERINTENDENT OF 

FIRE ACADEMY; EXCLUSIVE CONTROL AND DIRECTION 

OF UNITED STATES FIRE ADMINISTRATOR 

Pub. L. 101–507, title III, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1377, 

provided that: ‘‘The Superintendent of the Fire Acad-

emy, in exercising the powers and authority provided 

by section 7 of the Federal Fire Prevention Control Act 

of 1974 [15 U.S.C. 2206], shall be subject to the exclusive 

direction of the Administrator, United States Fire Ad-

ministration: Provided, That all funds appropriated by 

this or any other Act, with respect for any fiscal year, 

or otherwise made available, for the National Fire 

Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland, or any Fire Acad-

emy field programs, shall be placed under the exclusive 

control of the United States Fire Administration.’’ 

§ 2207. Fire technology 

(a) Development 

The Administrator shall conduct a continuing 
program of development, testing, and evaluation 
of equipment for use by the Nation’s fire, rescue, 
and civil defense services, with the aim of mak-
ing available improved suppression, protective, 
auxiliary, and warning devices incorporating the 
latest technology. Attention shall be given to 
the standardization, compatibility, and inter-
changeability of such equipment. Such develop-
ment, testing, and evaluation activities shall in-
clude, but need not be limited to— 

(1) safer, less cumbersome articles of protec-
tive clothing, including helmets, boots, and 
coats; 

(2) breathing apparatus with the necessary 
duration of service, reliability, low weight, 
and ease of operation for practical use; 

(3) safe and reliable auxiliary equipment for 
use in fire prevention, detection, and control, 
such as fire location detectors, visual and 
audio communications equipment, and mobile 
equipment; 

(4) special clothing and equipment needed 
for forest fires, brush fires, oil and gasoline 
fires, aircraft fires and crash rescue, fires oc-
curring aboard waterborne vessels, and in 
other special firefighting situations; 

(5) fire detectors and related equipment for 
residential use with high sensitivity and reli-
ability, and which are sufficiently inexpensive 
to purchase, install, and maintain to insure 
wide acceptance and use; 

(6) in-place fire prevention systems of low 
cost and of increased reliability and effective-
ness; 

(7) methods of testing fire alarms and fire 
protection devices and systems on a non-inter-
ference basis; 

(8) the development of purchase specifica-
tions, standards, and acceptance and valida-
tion test procedures for all such equipment 
and devices; and 

(9) operation tests, demonstration projects, 
and fire investigations in support of the ac-
tivities set forth in this section. 

(b) Limitation on manufacture and sale of equip-
ment 

The Administration shall not engage in the 
manufacture or sale of any equipment or device 
developed pursuant to this section, except to the 

extent that it deems it necessary to adequately 
develop, test, or evaluate such equipment or de-
vice. 

(c) Management studies 

(1) The Administrator is authorized to con-
duct, directly or through contracts or grants, 
studies of the operations and management as-
pects of fire services, utilizing quantitative 
techniques, such as operations research, man-
agement economics, cost effectiveness studies, 
and such other techniques and methods as may 
be applicable and useful. Such studies shall in-
clude, but need not be limited to, the allocation 
of resources, the optimum location of fire sta-
tions, the optimum geographical area for an in-
tegrated fire service, the manner of responding 
to alarms, the operation of citywide and re-
gional fire dispatch centers, firefighting under 
conditions of civil disturbance, and the effec-
tiveness, frequency, and methods of building in-
spections. 

(2) The Administrator is authorized to con-
duct, directly or through contracts or grants, 
studies of the operations and management as-
pects of fire service-based emergency medical 
services and coordination between emergency 
medical services and fire services. Such studies 
may include the optimum protocols for on-scene 
care, the allocation of resources, and the train-
ing requirements for fire service-based emer-
gency medical services. 

(3) The Administrator is authorized to con-
duct, directly or through contracts or grants, re-
search concerning the productivity and effi-
ciency of fire service personnel, the job cat-
egories and skills required by fire services under 
varying conditions, the reduction of injuries to 
fire service personnel, the most effective fire 
prevention programs and activities, and tech-
niques for accuracy measuring and analyzing 
the foregoing. 

(4) The Administrator is authorized to con-
duct, directly or through contracts, grants, or 
other forms of assistance, development, testing 
and demonstration projects to the extent 
deemed necessary to introduce and to encourage 
the acceptance of new technology, standards, 
operating methods, command techniques, and 
management systems for utilization by the fire 
services. 

(5) The Administrator is authorized to assist 
the Nation’s fire services, directly or through 
contracts, grants, or other forms of assistance, 
to measure and evaluate, on a cost-benefit basis, 
the effectiveness of the programs and activities 
of each fire service and the predictable conse-
quences on the applicable local fire services of 
coordination or combination, in whole or in 
part, in a regional, metropolitan, or statewide 
fire service. 

(d) Rural and wildland-urban interface assist-
ance 

The Administrator may, in coordination with 
the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of 
the Interior, and the Wildland Fire Leadership 
Council, assist the fire services of the United 
States, directly or through contracts, grants, or 
other forms of assistance, in sponsoring and en-
couraging research into approaches, techniques, 
systems, equipment, and land-use policies to im-
prove fire prevention and control in— 
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