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Development, in collaboration with the heads of 
other relevant United States agencies and com-
munities, regions, and governments in focus 
countries, may design and implement programs 
in focus countries to carry out the recommenda-
tions made in the strategic plan required under 
section 7631(a)(2) of this title among other goals, 
with clear and measurable targets and indica-
tors of success, to increase the capacity of wild-
life law enforcement and customs and border se-
curity officers in focus countries. 

(b) Transnational programs 

The Secretary of State and the Administrator 
of the United States Agency for International 
Development, in collaboration with other rel-
evant United States agencies, nongovernmental 
partners, and international bodies, and in col-
laboration with communities, regions, and gov-
ernments in focus countries, may design and im-
plement programs, including support for Wild-
life Enforcement Networks, in focus countries to 
carry out the recommendations made in the 
strategic plan required under section 7631(a)(2) 
of this title, among other goals, to better under-
stand and combat the transnational trade in il-
legal wildlife. 

(Pub. L. 114–231, title IV, § 402, Oct. 7, 2016, 130 
Stat. 954.) 

§ 7643. Engagement of United States diplomatic 
missions 

As soon as practicable but not later than 2 
years after October 7, 2016, each chief of mission 
to a focus country should begin to implement 
the recommendations contained in the strategic 
plan required under section 7631(a)(2) of this 
title, among other goals, for the country. 

(Pub. L. 114–231, title IV, § 403, Oct. 7, 2016, 130 
Stat. 955.) 

§ 7644. Community conservation 

The Secretary of State, in collaboration with 
the United State Agency for International De-
velopment, heads of other relevant United 
States agencies, the private sector, nongovern-
mental organizations, and other development 
partners, may provide support in focus countries 
to carry out the recommendations made in the 
strategic plan required under section 7631(a)(2) 
of this title as such recommendations relate to 
the development, scaling, and replication of 
community wildlife conservancies and commu-
nity conservation programs in focus countries 
to assist with rural stability and greater secu-
rity for people and wildlife, empower and sup-
port communities to manage or benefit from 
their wildlife resources in a long-term bio-
logically viable manner, and reduce the threat 
of poaching and trafficking, including through— 

(1) promoting conservation-based enterprises 
and incentives, such as eco-tourism and stew-
ardship-oriented agricultural production, that 
empower communities to manage wildlife, 
natural resources, and community ventures 
where appropriate, by ensuring they benefit 
from well-managed wildlife populations; 

(2) helping create alternative livelihoods to 
poaching by mitigating wildlife trafficking, 
helping support rural stability, greater secu-

rity for people and wildlife, responsible eco-
nomic development, and economic incentives 
to conserve wildlife populations; 

(3) engaging regional businesses and the pri-
vate sector to develop goods and services to 
aid in anti-poaching and anti-trafficking 
measures; 

(4) working with communities to develop se-
cure and safe methods of sharing information 
with enforcement officials; 

(5) providing technical assistance to support 
land use stewardship plans to improve the eco-
nomic, environmental, and social outcomes in 
community-owned or -managed lands; 

(6) supporting community anti-poaching ef-
forts, including policing and informant net-
works; 

(7) working with community and national 
governments to develop relevant policy and 
regulatory frameworks to enable and promote 
community conservation programs, including 
supporting law enforcement engagement with 
wildlife protection authorities to promote in-
formation-sharing; and 

(8) working with national governments to 
ensure that communities have timely and ef-
fective support from national authorities to 
mitigate risks that communities may face 
when engaging in anti-poaching and anti-traf-
ficking activities. 

(Pub. L. 114–231, title IV, § 404, Oct. 7, 2016, 130 
Stat. 955.) 
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§ 7701. Definitions 

In this chapter: 

(1) Commission 

The term ‘‘Commission’’ means the North 
Pacific Fisheries Commission established in 
accordance with the North Pacific Fisheries 
Convention. 

(2) Commissioner 

The term ‘‘Commissioner’’ means a United 
States Commissioner appointed under section 
7702(a) of this title. 

(3) Convention Area 

The term ‘‘Convention Area’’ means the area 
to which the Convention on the Conservation 
and Management of High Seas Fisheries Re-
sources in the North Pacific Ocean applies 
under Article 4 of such Convention. 

(4) Council 

The term ‘‘Council’’ means the North Pacific 
Fishery Management Council, the Pacific 
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Fishery Management Council, or the Western 
Pacific Fishery Management Council estab-
lished under section 1852 of this title, as the 
context requires. 

(5) Exclusive economic zone 

The term ‘‘exclusive economic zone’’ 
means— 

(A) with respect to the United States, the 
zone established by Presidential Proclama-
tion Numbered 5030 of March 10, 1983 (16 
U.S.C. 1453 note); and 

(B) with respect to a foreign country, a 
designated zone similar to the zone referred 
to in subparagraph (A) for that country, con-
sistent with international law. 

(6) Fisheries resources 

(A) In general 

Except as provided in subparagraph (B), 
the term ‘‘fisheries resources’’ means all 
fish, mollusks, crustaceans, and other ma-
rine species caught by a fishing vessel with-
in the Convention Area, as well as any prod-
ucts thereof. 

(B) Exclusions 

The term ‘‘fisheries resources’’ does not in-
clude— 

(i) sedentary species insofar as they are 
subject to the sovereign rights of coastal 
nations consistent with Article 77, para-
graph 4 of the 1982 Convention and indica-
tor species of vulnerable marine eco-
systems as listed in, or adopted pursuant 
to, Article 13, paragraph 5 of the North Pa-
cific Fisheries Convention; 

(ii) catadromous species; 
(iii) marine mammals, marine reptiles, 

or seabirds; or 
(iv) other marine species already covered 

by preexisting international fisheries man-
agement instruments within the area of 
competence of such instruments. 

(7) Fishing activities 

(A) In general 

The term ‘‘fishing activities’’ means— 
(i) the actual or attempted searching for, 

catching, taking, or harvesting of fisheries 
resources; 

(ii) engaging in any activity that can 
reasonably be expected to result in the lo-
cating, catching, taking, or harvesting of 
fisheries resources for any purpose; 

(iii) the processing of fisheries resources 
at sea; 

(iv) the transshipment of fisheries re-
sources at sea or in port; or 

(v) any operation at sea in direct support 
of, or in preparation for, any activity de-
scribed in clauses (i) through (iv), includ-
ing transshipment. 

(B) Exclusions 

The term ‘‘fishing activities’’ does not in-
clude any operation related to an emergency 
involving the health or safety of a crew 
member or the safety of a fishing vessel. 

(8) Fishing vessel 

The term ‘‘fishing vessel’’ means any vessel 
used or intended for use for the purpose of en-

gaging in fishing activities, including a proc-
essing vessel, a support ship, a carrier vessel, 
or any other vessel directly engaged in such 
fishing activities. 

(9) High seas 

The term ‘‘high seas’’ does not include an 
area that is within the exclusive economic 
zone of the United States or of any other coun-
try. 

(10) North Pacific Fisheries Convention 

The term ‘‘North Pacific Fisheries Conven-
tion’’ means the Convention on the Conserva-
tion and Management of the High Seas Fish-
eries Resources in the North Pacific Ocean (in-
cluding any annexes, amendments, or proto-
cols that are in force, or have come into force) 
for the United States, which was adopted at 
Tokyo on February 24, 2012. 

(11) Person 

The term ‘‘person’’ means— 
(A) any individual, whether or not a citi-

zen or national of the United States; 
(B) any corporation, partnership, associa-

tion, or other entity, whether or not orga-
nized or existing under the laws of any 
State; or 

(C) any Federal, State, local, tribal, or for-
eign government or any entity of such gov-
ernment. 

(12) Secretary 

Except as otherwise specifically provided, 
the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary of 
Commerce. 

(13) State 

The term ‘‘State’’ means each of the several 
States of the United States, the District of Co-
lumbia, the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, American Samoa, Guam, and 
any other commonwealth, territory, or posses-
sion of the United States. 

(14) Straddling stock 

The term ‘‘straddling stock’’ means a stock 
of fisheries resources that migrates between, 
or occurs in, the economic exclusion zone of 
one or more parties to the Convention and the 
Convention Area. 

(15) Transshipment 

The term ‘‘transshipment’’ means the un-
loading of any fisheries resources taken in the 
Convention Area from one fishing vessel to an-
other fishing vessel either at sea or in port. 

(16) 1982 convention 

The term ‘‘1982 Convention’’ means the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea of 10 December 1982. 

(Pub. L. 114–327, title I, § 101, Dec. 16, 2016, 130 
Stat. 1974.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 114–327, § 1, Dec. 16, 2016, 130 Stat. 1974, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this chapter, chapter 
97, and section 6909a of this title, amending sections 
1826g, 1826h, 1826j, 1826k, 5003, 5004, 5601 to 5604, 5606, 
5607, 5609, 5610, 6902, and 6910 of this title, section 1541 
of Title 15, Commerce and Trade, and section 3103 of 
Title 33, Navigation and Navigable Waters, repealing 
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section 5612 of this title, enacting provisions set out as 
a note under section 5601 of this title, and amending 
provisions set out as a note under section 1823 of this 
title] may be cited as the ‘Ensuring Access to Pacific 
Fisheries Act’.’’ 

§ 7702. United States participation in the North 
Pacific Fisheries Convention 

(a) United States Commissioners 

(1) Number of Commissioners 

The United States shall be represented on 
the Commission by five United States Com-
missioners. 

(2) Selection of commissioners 

The Commissioners shall be as follows: 

(A) Appointment by the President 

(i) In general 

Two of the Commissioners shall be ap-
pointed by the President and shall be an 
officer or employee of— 

(I) the Department of Commerce; 
(II) the Department of State; or 
(III) the Coast Guard. 

(ii) Selection criteria 

In making each appointment under 
clause (i), the President shall select a 
Commissioner from among individuals who 
are knowledgeable or experienced concern-
ing fisheries resources in the North Pacific 
Ocean. 

(B) North Pacific Fishery Management Coun-
cil 

One Commissioner shall be the chairman 
of the North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council or a designee of such chairman. 

(C) Pacific Fishery Management Council 

One Commissioner shall be the chairman 
of the Pacific Fishery Management Council 
or a designee of such chairperson. 

(D) Western Pacific Fishery Management 
Council 

One Commissioner shall be the chairman 
of the Western Pacific Fishery Management 
Council or a designee of such chairperson. 

(b) Alternate Commissioners 

In the event of a vacancy in a position as a 
Commissioner appointed under subsection (a), 
the Secretary of State, in consultation with the 
Secretary, may designate from time to time and 
for periods of time considered appropriate an al-
ternate Commissioner to the Commission. An 
alternate Commissioner may exercise all powers 
and duties of a Commissioner in the absence of 
a Commissioner appointed under subsection (a), 
and shall serve the remainder of the term of the 
absent Commissioner for which designated. 

(c) Administrative matters 

(1) Employment status 

An individual serving as a Commissioner, or 
an alternative Commissioner, other than an 
officer or employee of the United States Gov-
ernment, shall not be considered a Federal em-
ployee, except for the purposes of injury com-
pensation or tort claims liability as provided 
in chapter 81 of title 5 and chapter 171 of title 
28. 

(2) Compensation 

An individual serving as a Commissioner or 
an alternate Commissioner, although an offi-
cer of the United States while so serving, shall 
receive no compensation for the individual’s 
services as such Commissioner or alternate 
Commissioner. 

(3) Travel expenses 

(A) In general 

The Secretary of State shall pay the nec-
essary travel expenses of a Commissioner or 
an alternate Commissioner in accordance 
with the Federal Travel Regulations and 
sections 5701, 5702, 5704 through 5708, and 5731 
of title 5. 

(B) Reimbursement 

The Secretary may reimburse the Sec-
retary of State for amounts expended by the 
Secretary of State under this paragraph. 

(d) Advisory Committee 

(1) Establishment of permanent Advisory Com-
mittee 

(A) Membership 

There is established an advisory commit-
tee which shall be composed of 11 members 
appointed by the Secretary as follows: 

(i) A member engaging in commercial 
fishing activities in the management area 
of the North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council. 

(ii) A member engaging in commercial 
fishing activities in the management area 
of the Pacific Fishery Management Coun-
cil. 

(iii) A member engaging in commercial 
fishing activities in the management area 
of the Western Pacific Fishery Manage-
ment Council. 

(iv) Three members from the indigenous 
population of the North Pacific, including 
an Alaska Native, Native Hawaiian, or a 
native-born inhabitant of any State of the 
United States in the Pacific, and an indi-
vidual from a Pacific Coast tribe. 

(v) A member that is a marine fisheries 
scientist that is a resident of a State the 
adjacent exclusive economic zone for 
which is bounded by the Convention Area. 

(vi) A member nominated by the Gov-
ernor of the State of Alaska. 

(vii) A member nominated by the Gov-
ernor of the State of Hawaii. 

(viii) A member nominated by the Gov-
ernor of the State of Washington. 

(ix) A member nominated by the Gov-
ernor of the State of California. 

(B) Terms and privileges 

Each member of the Advisory Committee 
shall serve for a term of 2 years and shall be 
eligible for reappointment for not more than 
3 consecutive terms. The Commissioners 
shall notify the Advisory Committee in ad-
vance of each meeting of the Commissioners. 
The Advisory Committee shall attend each 
meeting and shall examine and be heard on 
all proposed programs, investigations, re-
ports, recommendations, and regulations of 
the Commissioners. 
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