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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–375 effective within 1 year 

after Aug. 12, 1970, on date established therefor by 

Board of Governors of United States Postal Service and 

published by it in Federal Register, see section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as an Effective Date note preced-

ing section 101 of Title 39, Postal Service. 

§ 1724. Postage on mail delivered by foreign ves-
sels 

Except as otherwise provided by treaty or con-
vention the Postal Service may require the 
transportation by any steamship of mail be-
tween the United States and any foreign port at 
the compensation fixed under authority of law. 
Upon refusal by the master or the commander of 
such steamship or vessel to accept the mail, 
when tendered by the Postal Service or its rep-
resentative, the collector or other officer of the 
port empowered to grant clearance, on notice of 
the refusal aforesaid, shall withhold clearance, 
until the collector or other officer of the port is 
informed by the Postal Service or its represent-
ative that the master or commander of the 
steamship or vessel has accepted the mail or 
that conveyance by his steamship or vessel is no 
longer required by the Postal Service. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 784; Sept. 25, 1951, 
ch. 413, § 1(4), 65 Stat. 336; Pub. L. 91–375, § 6(j)(32), 
Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 780.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 326 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 203, 35 Stat. 1127; Feb. 6, 1929, ch. 157, 45 Stat. 

1153). 

AMENDMENTS 

1970—Pub. L. 91–375 substituted ‘‘Postal Service’’ and 

‘‘Postal Service or its representative’’ for ‘‘Postmaster 

General’’ and ‘‘Postmaster General or his representa-

tive’’, respectively, in two places. 

1951—Act Sept. 25, 1951, repealed former first para-

graph relating to penalties for failure to pay postage on 

or unlawful conveyance of mail to or from any part of 

the United States by foreign vessels. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–375 effective within 1 year 

after Aug. 12, 1970, on date established therefor by 

Board of Governors of United States Postal Service and 

published by it in Federal Register, see section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as an Effective Date note preced-

ing section 101 of Title 39, Postal Service. 

§ 1725. Postage unpaid on deposited mail matter 

Whoever knowingly and willfully deposits any 
mailable matter such as statements of accounts, 
circulars, sale bills, or other like matter, on 
which no postage has been paid, in any letter 
box established, approved, or accepted by the 
Postal Service for the receipt or delivery of mail 
matter on any mail route with intent to avoid 
payment of lawful postage thereon, shall for 
each such offense be fined under this title. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 784; Pub. L. 91–375, 
§ 6(j)(33), Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 780; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(F), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 321a (May 7, 1934, 

ch. 220, § 2, 48 Stat. 667). 

Reference to persons aiding or assisting was struck 

out as unnecessary since such persons are made prin-

cipals by section 2 of this title. 
Minor verbal changes were made. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $300’’. 
1970—Pub. L. 91–375 substituted ‘‘Postal Service’’ for 

‘‘Postmaster General’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–375 effective within 1 year 

after Aug. 12, 1970, on date established therefor by 

Board of Governors of United States Postal Service and 

published by it in Federal Register, see section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as an Effective Date note preced-

ing section 101 of Title 39, Postal Service. 

§ 1726. Postage collected unlawfully 

Whoever, being a postmaster or other person 
authorized to receive the postage of mail mat-
ter, fraudulently demands or receives any rate 
of postage or gratuity or reward other than is 
provided by law for the postage of such mail 
matter, shall be fined under this title or impris-
oned not more than six months, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 784; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(B), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2146.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 330 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 207, 35 Stat. 1128). 
Minor verbal changes were made. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $100’’. 

[§ 1727. Repealed. Pub. L. 90–384, § 1(a), July 5, 
1968, 82 Stat. 292] 

Section, act June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 785, pro-

vided for a fine of not more than $50 for postage ac-

counting violations. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Pub. L. 90–384, § 2, July 5, 1968, 82 Stat. 292, provided 

that: ‘‘Nothing in this Act [repealing this section] shall 

be construed to affect in any way any prosecution for 

any offense occurring prior to the date of enactment of 

such Act [July 5, 1968].’’ 

§ 1728. Weight of mail increased fraudulently 

Whoever places any matter in the mails dur-
ing the regular weighing period, for the purpose 
of increasing the weight of the mail, with intent 
to cause an increase in the compensation of the 
railroad mail carrier over whose route such mail 
may pass, shall be fined under this title or im-
prisoned not more than five years, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 785; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(N), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2148.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 358 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 228, 35 Stat. 1134). 
Reference to persons causing or procuring was omit-

ted as unnecessary in view of definition of ‘‘principal’’ 

in section 2 of this title. 
Minor verbal changes were made. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $20,000’’. 
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§ 1729. Post office conducted without authority 

Whoever, without authority from the Postal 
Service, sets up or professes to keep any office 
or place of business bearing the sign, name, or 
title of post office, shall be fined under this 
title. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 785; Pub. L. 91–375, 
§ 6(j)(34), Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 780; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(G), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 302 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 179, 35 Stat. 1123). 

Minor verbal changes were made. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $500’’. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–375 substituted ‘‘Postal Service’’ for 

‘‘Postmaster General’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–375 effective within 1 year 

after Aug. 12, 1970, on date established therefor by 

Board of Governors of United States Postal Service and 

published by it in Federal Register, see section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as an Effective Date note preced-

ing section 101 of Title 39, Postal Service. 

§ 1730. Uniforms of carriers 

Whoever, not being connected with the letter- 
carrier branch of the Postal Service, wears the 
uniform or badge which may be prescribed by 
the Postal Service to be worn by letter carriers, 
shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not 
more than six months, or both. 

The provisions of the preceding paragraph 
shall not apply to an actor or actress in a theat-
rical, television, or motion-picture production 
who wears the uniform or badge of the letter- 
carrier branch of the Postal Service while por-
traying a member of that service. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 785; Pub. L. 90–413, 
July 21, 1968, 82 Stat. 396; Pub. L. 91–375, § 6(j)(35), 
Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 780; Pub. L. 101–647, title 
XII, § 1210(a), Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 4832; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(B), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2146.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 310 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 187, 35 Stat. 1124). 

Minor verbal change was made. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $100’’ in first par. 

1990—Pub. L. 101–647 struck out ‘‘, if the portrayal 

does not tend to discredit that service’’ before period at 

end of second par. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–375 substituted ‘‘Postal Service’’ for 

‘‘Postmaster General’’ before ‘‘to be worn’’ in first par. 

1968—Pub. L. 90–413 inserted provision exempting an 

actor or actress in a theatrical, television, or motion- 

picture production who wears the uniform or badge of 

the letter-carrier branch of the Postal Service from the 

penalties imposed by this section. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–375 effective within 1 year 

after Aug. 12, 1970, on date established therefor by 

Board of Governors of United States Postal Service and 

published by it in Federal Register, see section 15(a) of 

Pub. L. 91–375, set out as an Effective Date note preced-

ing section 101 of Title 39, Postal Service. 

§ 1731. Vehicles falsely labeled as carriers 

It shall be unlawful to paint, print, or in any 
manner to place upon or attach to any steam-
boat or other vessel, or any car, stagecoach, ve-
hicle, or other conveyance, not actually used in 
carrying the mail, the words ‘‘United States 
Mail’’, or any words, letters, or characters of 
like import; or to give notice, by publishing in 
any newspaper or otherwise, that any steamboat 
or other vessel, or any car, stagecoach, vehicle, 
or other conveyance, is used in carrying the 
mail, when the same is not actually so used. 

Whoever violates, and every owner, receiver, 
lessee, or managing operator who suffers, or per-
mits the violation of, any provision of this sec-
tion, shall be fined under this title or impris-
oned not more than six months, or both. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 785; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(G), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 311 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 188, 35 Stat. 1124). 

Reference to persons causing or procuring was omit-

ted as unnecessary in view of definition of ‘‘principal’’ 

in section 2 of this title. 

The punishment provision was rewritten to conform 

more closely with comparable offenses in other sec-

tions. (See sections 1729 and 1730 of this title.) 

Minor verbal changes were made. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $500’’ in second par. 

§ 1732. Approval of bond or sureties by post-
master 

Whoever, being a postmaster, affixes his signa-
ture to the approval of any bond of a bidder, or 
to the certificate of sufficiency of sureties in 
any contract, before the said bond or contract is 
signed by the bidder or contractor and his sure-
ties, or knowingly, or without the exercise of 
due diligence, approves any bond of a bidder 
with insufficient sureties, or knowingly makes 
any false or fraudulent certificate, shall be fined 
under this title or imprisoned not more than one 
year, or both; and shall be dismissed from office 
and disqualified from holding the office of post-
master. 

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 785; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., § 352 (Mar. 4, 1909, 

ch. 321, § 222, 35 Stat. 1133). 

Minor verbal changes were made. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000’’. 

§ 1733. Mailing periodical publications without 
prepayment of postage 

Whoever, except as permitted by law, know-
ingly mails any periodical publication without 
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