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1993—Pub. L. 103–182, as amended by Pub. L. 104–295, 
substituted ‘‘Trade Representative’’ for ‘‘Special Rep-
resentative’’ wherever appearing. 

§ 2554. Procedure after finding by international 
forum 

(a) In general 

If an appropriate international forum finds 
that a standards-related activity being engaged 
in within the United States conflicts with the 
obligations of the United States under the 
Agreement, the interagency trade organization 
established under section 1872(a) of this title 
shall review the finding and the matters related 
thereto with a view to recommending appro-
priate action. 

(b) Cross reference 

For provisions of law regarding remedies avail-
able to domestic persons alleging that standards ac-
tivities engaged in by Parties to the Agreement 
(other than the United States) violate the obliga-
tions of the Agreement, see section 2411 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 96–39, title IV, § 424, July 26, 1979, 93 
Stat. 248.) 

SUBPART 2—OTHER PROCEEDINGS REGARDING 
CERTAIN STANDARDS-RELATED ACTIVITIES 

§ 2561. Findings of reciprocity required in admin-
istrative proceedings 

(a) In general 

Except as provided under subpart 1, no Federal 
agency may consider a complaint or petition 
against any standards-related activity regarding 
an imported product, if that activity is engaged 
in within the United States and is covered by 
the Agreement, unless the Trade Representative 
finds, and informs the agency concerned in writ-
ing, that— 

(1) the country of origin of the imported 
product is a Party to the Agreement or a for-
eign country described in section 2552(2) of 
this title; and 

(2) the dispute settlement procedures pro-
vided under the Agreement are not appro-
priate. 

(b) Exemptions 

This section does not apply with respect to 
causes of action arising under— 

(1) the antitrust laws as defined in section 
12(a) of title 15; or 

(2) statutes administered by the Secretary of 
Agriculture. 

This section does not apply with respect to peti-
tions and proceedings that are provided for 
under the practices of any Federal agency for 
the purpose of ensuring, in accordance with sec-
tion 553 of title 5, that interested persons are 
given an opportunity to participate in agency 
rulemaking or to seek the issuance, amendment, 
or repeal of a rule. 

(Pub. L. 96–39, title IV, § 441, July 26, 1979, 93 
Stat. 248; Pub. L. 103–182, title III, § 351(b)(2)(A), 
Dec. 8, 1993, 107 Stat. 2122; Pub. L. 104–295, 
§ 21(b)(1), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3529.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–295 amended directory language of 
Pub. L. 103–182. See 1993 Amendment note below. 

1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–182, as amended by Pub. 
L. 104–295, substituted ‘‘Trade Representative’’ for 
‘‘Special Representative’’. 

§ 2562. Consideration of standards-related activi-
ties by an international forum 

No standards-related activity being engaged in 
within the United States may be stayed in any 
judicial or administrative proceeding on the 
basis that such activity is currently being con-
sidered, pursuant to the Agreement, by an inter-
national forum. 

(Pub. L. 96–39, title IV, § 442, July 26, 1979, 93 
Stat. 248.) 

PART D—DEFINITIONS AND MISCELLANEOUS 
PROVISIONS 

§ 2571. Definitions 

As used in this subchapter— 

(1) Agreement 

The term ‘‘Agreement’’ means the Agree-
ment on Technical Barriers to Trade referred 
to in section 3511(d)(5) of this title. 

(2) Conformity assessment procedure 

The term ‘‘conformity assessment proce-
dure’’ means any procedure used, directly or 
indirectly, to determine that relevant require-
ments in technical regulations or standards 
are fulfilled. 

(3) Federal agency 

The term ‘‘Federal agency’’ means any of 
the following within the meaning of chapter 2 
of part I of title 5: 

(A) Any executive department. 
(B) Any military department. 
(C) Any Government corporation. 
(D) Any Government-controlled corpora-

tion. 
(E) Any independent establishment. 

(4) International conformity assessment proce-
dure 

The term ‘‘international conformity assess-
ment procedure’’ means a conformity assess-
ment procedure that is adopted by an inter-
national standards organization. 

(5) International standard 

The term ‘‘international standard’’ means 
any standard that is promulgated by an inter-
national standards organization. 

(6) International standards organization 

The term ‘‘international standards organiza-
tion’’ means any organization— 

(A) the membership of which is open to 
representatives, whether public or private, 
of the United States and at least all Mem-
bers; and 

(B) that is engaged in international stand-
ards-related activities. 

(7) International standards-related activity 

The term ‘‘international standards-related 
activity’’ means the negotiation, development, 
or promulgation of, or any amendment or 
change to, an international standard, or an 
international conformity assessment proce-
dure, or both. 
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