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of title VIII of Pub. L. 114–125, enacting subchapter VII 
of this chapter and amending section 8311 of Title 7, Ag-
riculture, section 1356 of Title 8, Aliens and National-
ity, and section 44901 of Title 49, Transportation] may 
be cited as the ‘Preclearance Authorization Act of 
2015’.’’ 

SUBCHAPTER I—TRADE FACILITATION 
AND TRADE ENFORCEMENT 

§ 4311. Improving partnership programs 

(a) In general 

In order to advance the security, trade en-
forcement, and trade facilitation missions of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, the Com-
missioner shall ensure that partnership pro-
grams of U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
established before February 24, 2016, such as the 
Customs–Trade Partnership Against Terrorism 
established under subtitle B of title II of the Se-
curity and Accountability for Every Port Act of 
2006 (6 U.S.C. 961 et seq.), and partnership pro-
grams of U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
established on or after February 24, 2016, provide 
trade benefits to private sector entities that 
meet the requirements for participation in those 
programs established by the Commissioner 
under this section. 

(b) Elements 

In developing and operating partnership pro-
grams under subsection (a), the Commissioner 
shall— 

(1) consult with private sector entities, the 
public, and other Federal agencies when ap-
propriate, to ensure that participants in those 
programs receive commercially significant 
and measurable trade benefits, including pro-
viding preclearance of merchandise for quali-
fied persons that demonstrate the highest lev-
els of compliance with the customs and trade 
laws of the United States, regulations of U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection, and other re-
quirements the Commissioner determines to 
be necessary; 

(2) ensure an integrated and transparent sys-
tem of trade benefits and compliance require-
ments for all partnership programs of U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection; 

(3) consider consolidating partnership pro-
grams in situations in which doing so would 
support the objectives of such programs, in-
crease participation in such programs, en-
hance the trade benefits provided to partici-
pants in such programs, and enhance the allo-
cation of the resources of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection; 

(4) coordinate with the Director of U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement, and 
other Federal agencies with authority to de-
tain and release merchandise entering the 
United States— 

(A) to ensure coordination in the release of 
such merchandise through the Automated 
Commercial Environment, or its prede-
cessor, and the International Trade Data 
System established under section 1411(d) of 
this title; 

(B) to ensure that the partnership pro-
grams of those agencies are compatible with 
the partnership programs of U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection; 

(C) to develop criteria for authorizing the 
release, on an expedited basis, of merchan-
dise for which documentation is required 
from one or more of those agencies to clear 
or license the merchandise for entry into the 
United States; and 

(D) to create pathways, within and among 
the appropriate Federal agencies, for quali-
fied persons that demonstrate the highest 
levels of compliance with the customs and 
trade laws of the United States to receive 
immediate clearance absent information 
that a transaction may pose a national secu-
rity or compliance threat; and 

(5) ensure that trade benefits are provided to 
participants in partnership programs. 

(c) Report required 

Not later than the date that is 180 days after 
February 24, 2016, and not later than December 
31 of each calendar year thereafter, the Commis-
sioner shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report that— 

(1) identifies each partnership program re-
ferred to in subsection (a); 

(2) for each such program, identifies— 
(A) the requirements for participants in 

the program; 
(B) the commercially significant and 

measurable trade benefits provided to par-
ticipants in the program; 

(C) the number of participants in the pro-
gram; and 

(D) in the case of a program that provides 
for participation at multiple tiers, the num-
ber of participants at each such tier; 

(3) identifies the number of participants en-
rolled in more than one such partnership pro-
gram; 

(4) assesses the effectiveness of each such 
partnership program in advancing the secu-
rity, trade enforcement, and trade facilitation 
missions of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion, based on historical developments, the 
level of participation in the program, and the 
evolution of benefits provided to participants 
in the program; 

(5) summarizes the efforts of U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection to work with other Fed-
eral agencies with authority to detain and re-
lease merchandise entering the United States 
to ensure that partnership programs of those 
agencies are compatible with partnership pro-
grams of U.S. Customs and Border Protection; 

(6) summarizes criteria developed with those 
agencies for authorizing the release, on an ex-
pedited basis, of merchandise for which docu-
mentation is required from one or more of 
those agencies to clear or license the merchan-
dise for entry into the United States; 

(7) summarizes the efforts of U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection to work with private 
sector entities and the public to develop and 
improve such partnership programs; 

(8) describes measures taken by U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection to make private 
sector entities aware of the trade benefits 
available to participants in such partnership 
programs; and 

(9) summarizes the plans, targets, and goals 
of U.S. Customs and Border Protection with 
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respect to such partnership programs for the 2 
years following the submission of the report. 

(Pub. L. 114–125, title I, § 101, Feb. 24, 2016, 130 
Stat. 127.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Security and Accountability for Every Port Act 
of 2006, referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 109–347, Oct. 
13, 2006, 120 Stat. 1884, also known as the SAFE Port 
Act. Subtitle B of title II of the Act is classified gener-
ally to part B (§ 961 et seq.) of subchapter II of chapter 
3 of Title 6, Domestic Security. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set 
out under section 901 of Title 6 and Tables. 

§ 4312. Priorities and performance standards for 
customs modernization, trade facilitation, 
and trade enforcement functions and pro-
grams 

(a) Priorities and performance standards 

(1) In general 

The Commissioner, in consultation with the 
appropriate congressional committees, shall 
establish priorities and performance standards 
to measure the development and levels of 
achievement of the customs modernization, 
trade facilitation, and trade enforcement func-
tions and programs described in subsection (b). 

(2) Minimum priorities and standards 

Such priorities and performance standards 
shall, at a minimum, include priorities and 
standards relating to efficiency, outcome, out-
put, and other types of applicable measures. 

(b) Functions and programs described 

The functions and programs referred to in sub-
section (a) are the following: 

(1) The Automated Commercial Environ-
ment. 

(2) Each of the priority trade issues de-
scribed in section 4322 of this title. 

(3) The Centers of Excellence and Expertise 
described in section 4317 of this title. 

(4) Drawback for exported merchandise 
under section 313 of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 
U.S.C. 1313), as amended by section 906 of this 
Act. 

(5) Transactions relating to imported mer-
chandise in bond. 

(6) Collection of countervailing duties as-
sessed under subtitle A of title VII of the Tar-
iff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1671 et seq.) and anti-
dumping duties assessed under subtitle B of 
title VII of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1673 
et seq.). 

(7) The expedited clearance of cargo. 
(8) The issuance of regulations and rulings. 
(9) The issuance of Regulatory Audit Re-

ports. 

(c) Consultations and notification 

(1) Consultations 

The consultations required by subsection 
(a)(1) shall occur, at a minimum, on an annual 
basis. 

(2) Notification 

The Commissioner shall notify the appro-
priate congressional committees of any 
changes to the priorities or performance 

standards referred to in subsection (a) not 
later than 30 days before such changes are to 
take effect. 

(Pub. L. 114–125, title I, § 103, Feb. 24, 2016, 130 
Stat. 129.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Tariff Act of 1930, referred to in subsec. (b)(4), (6), 
is act June 17, 1930, ch. 497, 46 Stat. 590. Section 313 of 
the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended by section 906 of this 
Act, is section 1313 of this title, as amended by section 
906 of Pub. L. 114–125. Subtitles A and B of title VII of 
the Act are classified generally to parts I (§ 1671 et seq.) 
and II (§ 1673 et seq.), respectively, of subtitle IV of 
chapter 4 of this title. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see section 1654 of this title and 
Tables. 

§ 4313. Educational seminars to improve efforts 
to classify and appraise imported articles, to 
improve trade enforcement efforts, and to 
otherwise facilitate legitimate international 
trade 

(a) Establishment 

The Commissioner and the Director shall es-
tablish and carry out on a fiscal year basis edu-
cational seminars to— 

(1) improve the ability of personnel of U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection to classify and 
appraise articles imported into the United 
States in accordance with the customs and 
trade laws of the United States; 

(2) improve the trade enforcement efforts of 
personnel of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion and personnel of U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement; and 

(3) otherwise improve the ability and effec-
tiveness of personnel of U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection and personnel of U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement to facilitate le-
gitimate international trade. 

(b) Content 

(1) Classifying and appraising imported arti-
cles 

In carrying out subsection (a)(1), the Com-
missioner, the Director, and interested parties 
in the private sector selected under subsection 
(c) shall provide instruction and related in-
structional materials at each educational sem-
inar carried out under this section to person-
nel of U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
and, as appropriate, to personnel of U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement on the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Conducting a physical inspection of an 
article imported into the United States, in-
cluding testing of samples of the article, to 
determine if the article is mislabeled in the 
manifest or other accompanying documenta-
tion. 

(B) Reviewing the manifest and other ac-
companying documentation of an article im-
ported into the United States to determine 
if the country of origin of the article listed 
in the manifest or other accompanying docu-
mentation is accurate. 

(C) Customs valuation. 
(D) Industry supply chains and other relat-

ed matters as determined to be appropriate 
by the Commissioner. 
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