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§ 276. Disbursement of appropriations

All appropriations for the Office of the Legis-
lative Counsel shall be disbursed by the Sec-
retary of the Senate.

(Feb. 24, 1919, ch. 18, title XIII, §1303(c), (d), 40
Stat. 1142; June 2, 1924, ch. 234, title XI, §1101, 43
Stat. 353.)
CODIFICATION

As originally enacted, section provided for disburse-
ment of one-half of appropriations for office of legisla-
tive counsel by Secretary of Senate and one-half by
Clerk of House of Representatives. In view of nonappli-
cability of section to Speaker, employee, etc., of the
House of Representatives pursuant to section 531 of
Pub. L. 91-510, set out as a note under section 281 of
this title, section has been revised to limit application
to Office of the Legislative Counsel of the Senate. See
section 282c¢ of this title for provisions relating to ex-
penditures by Legislative Counsel of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

§276a. Expenditures

With the approval of the President Pro Tem-
pore of the Senate, the Legislative Counsel of
the Senate may make such expenditures as may
be necessary or appropriate for the functioning
of the Office of the Legislative Counsel of the
Senate.

(Pub. L. 98-51, title I, §105, July 14, 1983, 97 Stat.
2617.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Congressional Op-
erations Appropriation Act, 1984, which is title I of the
Legislative Branch Appropriation Act, 1984, and not as
part of section 1303 of act Feb. 24, 1919 which comprises
this subchapter.

§276b. Travel and related expenses

Funds expended by the Legislative Counsel of
the Senate for travel and related expenses shall
be subject to the same regulations and limita-
tions (insofar as they are applicable) as those
which the Senate Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration prescribes for application to travel
and related expenses for which payment is au-
thorized to be made from the contingent fund of
the Senate.

(Pub. L. 98-51, title I, §106, July 14, 1983, 97 Stat.
2617.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Congressional Op-
erations Appropriation Act, 1984, which is title I of the
Legislative Branch Appropriation Act, 1984, and not as
part of section 1303 of act Feb. 24, 1919 which comprises
this subchapter.

Section, as it relates to funds expended by the Senate
Legal Counsel, is classified to section 288n of this title.

§277. Repealed. Pub. L. 93-191, § 13, Dec. 18, 1973,
87 Stat. 746

Section, act Feb. 24, 1919, ch. 18, title XIII, §1303(d), as
added June 2, 1924, ch. 234, title XI, §1101, 43 Stat. 353,
provided for free transmission of official mail matter of
legislative counsel. Official mail matter of Legislative
Counsel of House of Representatives is covered by sec-
tion 282d of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Repeal effective Dec. 18, 1973, see section 14 of Pub. L.
93-191, set out as an Effective Date of 1973 Amendment
note under section 3210 of Title 39, Postal Service.

TITLE 2—THE CONGRESS

§281b

SUBCHAPTER II—HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

PART I—PURPOSE, POLICY, AND FUNCTION
§ 281. Establishment

There is established in the House of Rep-
resentatives an office to be known as the Office
of the Legislative Counsel, referred to herein-
after in this subchapter as the ‘‘Office”’.

(Pub. L. 91-510, title V, §501, Oct. 26, 1970, 84
Stat. 1201.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Subchapter effective Oct. 26, 1970, see section 601(5) of
Pub. L. 91-510, set out as an Effective Date of 1970
Amendment note under section 4301 of this title.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS; NONAPPLICABILITY OF
SECTIONS 271 TO 277 TO THE HOUSE

Pub. L. 91-510, title V, §531, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 1203,
provided that: ‘“Any individual who on the date of the
enactment of this Act [Oct. 26, 1970] is serving under an
appointment by the Speaker as Legislative Counsel of
the House of Representatives shall continue as Legisla-
tive Counsel of the House of Representatives in accord-
ance with this subtitle [this subchapter]. All personnel,
positions, property, records, and unexpended balances
of appropriations of or for that part of the Office of the
Legislative Counsel established under section 1303 of
the Revenue Act of 1918 (2 U.S.C., ch. 9) [sections 271 to
277 of this title] employed or held in or for the House
of Representatives shall be transferred to the Office es-
tablished under this subtitle; and, effective upon the
date of enactment of this Act, the provisions of section
1303 of the Revenue Act of 1918 shall have no further ap-
plicability of any kind to the Speaker or to any com-
mittee, officer, employee, or property of the House of
Representatives.”’

§281a. Purpose and policy

The purpose of the Office shall be to advise
and assist the House of Representatives, and its
committees and Members, in the achievement of
a clear, faithful, and coherent expression of leg-
islative policies. The Office shall maintain im-
partiality as to issues of legislative policy to be
determined by the House of Representatives,
and shall not advocate the adoption or rejection
of any legislation except when duly requested by
the Speaker or a committee to comment on a
proposal directly affecting the functions of the
Office. The Office shall maintain the attorney-
client relationship with respect to all commu-
nications between it and any Member or com-
mittee of the House.

(Pub. L. 91-510, title V, §502, Oct. 26, 1970, 84
Stat. 1202.)

§ 281b. Functions

The functions of the Office shall be as follows:

(1) Upon request of the managers on the part
of the House at any conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses, to advise
and assist the managers on the part of the
House in the course of the conference, and to
assist the committee of conference in the
preparation of the conference report and any
accompanying explanatory statement.

(2) Upon request of any committee of the
House, or any joint committee having author-
ity to report legislation to the House, to ad-
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