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1 So in original. The comma probably should not appear. 1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘Senators’’. 

§ 954a. Access to the arts through support of edu-
cation 

(a) Purposes 

The purposes of this section are— 
(1) to increase accessibility to the arts 

through providing education to all Americans, 
including diverse cultures, urban and rural 
populations by encouraging and developing 
quality education in the arts at all levels, in 
conjunction with programs of nonformal edu-
cation for all age groups, with formal systems 
of elementary, secondary, and postsecondary 
education; 

(2) to develop and stimulate research to 
teach quality education in the arts; and 

(3) to encourage and facilitate the work of 
artists, arts institutions, and Federal, State, 
regional, and local agencies in the area of edu-
cation in the arts. 

(b) Program of contracts or grants 

The Chairperson of the National Endowment 
for the Arts,1 is authorized to establish and 
carry out a program of contracts with, or grants 
to, any State or other public agency, individual, 
artist, any nonprofit society, performing and 
nonperforming arts and educational institution 
or organization, association, or museum in the 
United States, in order to foster and encourage 
exceptional talent, public knowledge, under-
standing, and appreciation of the arts, and to 
support the education, training, and develop-
ment of this Nation’s artists, through such ac-
tivities as projects that will— 

(1) promote and improve the availability of 
arts instruction for American youth and life- 
long learning in the arts; 

(2) enhance the quality of arts instruction in 
programs of teacher education; 

(3) develop arts faculty resources and tal-
ents; 

(4) support and encourage the development 
of improved curriculum materials in the arts; 

(5) improve evaluation and assessment of 
education in the arts programs and instruc-
tion; 

(6) foster cooperative programs with the De-
partment of Education and encourage partner-
ships between arts and education agencies at 
State and local levels, arts organizations, 
business colleges and universities; 

(7) support apprenticeships, internships, and 
other career oriented work-study experiences 
for artists and arts teachers, and encourage 
residencies of artists at all educational levels; 

(8) support the use of technology and im-
proved facilities and resources in education in 
the arts programs at all levels; and 

(9) foster the development of demonstration 
projects, demonstration productions, dem-
onstration workshops, and demonstration pro-
grams in arts education and collect, and make 
available to the public, information on their 
implementation and effectiveness. 

(c) Advisory council on arts education 

In order to provide advice and counsel con-
cerning arts education, the Chairperson shall 
appoint an advisory council on arts education. 

(Pub. L. 89–209, § 5A, as added Pub. L. 101–512, 
title III, § 318 [title I, § 105], Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 
1960, 1967.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1990, see section 318 [title IV, 
§ 403(a)] of Pub. L. 101–512, set out as an Effective Date 
of 1990 Amendment note under section 951 of this title. 

§ 955. National Council on the Arts 

(a) Inclusion within the National Endowment for 
the Arts 

There shall be, within the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, a National Council on the 
Arts (hereinafter in this section referred to as 
the ‘‘Council’’). 

(b) Appointment and composition of Council 

(1) The Council shall be composed of members 
as follows: 

(A) The Chairperson of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, who shall be the chair-
person of the Council. 

(B) Members of Congress appointed for a 2- 
year term beginning on January 1 of each odd- 
numbered year as follows: 

(i) Two Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives appointed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

(ii) One Member of the House of Represent-
atives appointed by the Minority Leader of 
the House of Representatives. 

(iii) Two Senator 1 appointed by the Major-
ity Leader of the Senate. 

(iv) One Senator appointed by the Minor-
ity Leader of the Senate. 

Members of the Council appointed under this 
subparagraph shall serve ex officio and shall 
be nonvoting members of the Council. 

(C) 18 members appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate, who shall be selected— 

(i) from among private citizens of the 
United States who— 

(I) are widely recognized for their broad 
knowledge of, or expertise in, or for their 
profound interest in the arts; and 

(II) have established records of distin-
guished service, or achieved eminence, in 
the arts; 

(ii) so as to include practicing artists, 
civic cultural leaders, members of the mu-
seum profession, and others who are profes-
sionally engaged in the arts; and 

(iii) so as collectively to provide an appro-
priate distribution of membership among 
major art fields and interested citizens 
groups. 

In making such appointments, the President 
shall give due regard to equitable representation 
of women, minorities, and individuals with dis-
abilities who are involved in the arts and shall 
make such appointments so as to represent equi-
tably all geographical areas in the United 
States. 

(2) TRANSITION TO THE NEW COUNCIL COMPOSI-
TION.— 

(A) Notwithstanding subsection (b)(1)(B), 
members first appointed pursuant to such sub-
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