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lished under section 6 of the National Foundation on 
the Arts and the Humanities Act of 1965 [this section], 
as amended by subsection (b), shall, for any purpose de-
termined to be necessary by the Chairman of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts, be deemed to be a con-
tinuation of the National Council on the Arts estab-
lished under the National Arts and Cultural Develop-
ment Act of 1964, Public Law 88–579 [former section 781 
et seq. of this title], without interruption.’’ 

APPOINTEES TO COUNCIL UNDER NATIONAL ARTS AND 
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1964 DEEMED AP-
POINTED UNDER 1965 ACT 

Pub. L. 91–346, § 5(d)(2), July 20, 1970, 84 Stat. 445, pro-
vided that: ‘‘Members appointed to the National Coun-
cil on the Arts pursuant to section 5 of the National 
Arts and Cultural Development Act of 1964 [section 784 
of this title] shall be deemed to have been appointed as 
members of the National Council on the Arts estab-
lished under section 6 of the National Foundation on 
the Arts and the Humanities Act of 1965 [this section], 
with such terms of office as may be remaining under 
the prior appointment on the effective date of the 
amendments made by subsection (b) [July 1, 1970].’’ 

§ 955a. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, Pub. L. 98–146, title II, Nov. 4, 1983, 97 Stat. 
949, which provided that persons serving on National 
Council on the Arts continue until their successors are 
qualified for office, was omitted as superseded. See sec-
tion 955(c) of this title as amended by Pub. L. 98–306. 
Similar provisions were contained in Pub. L. 97–394, 
title II, Dec. 30, 1982, 96 Stat. 1994. 

§ 955b. National Medal of Arts 

(a) Establishment 

There is hereby established a National Medal 
of Arts, which shall be a medal of such design as 
is deemed appropriate by the President, on the 
basis of recommendations submitted by the Na-
tional Council on the Arts, and which shall be 
awarded as provided in subsection (b). 

(b) Award of Medal; conditions; recipients; pres-
entation ceremonies 

(1) The President shall from time to time 
award the National Medal of Arts, on the basis 
of recommendations from the National Council 
on the Arts, to individuals or groups who in the 
President’s judgment are deserving of special 
recognition by reason of their outstanding con-
tributions to the excellence, growth, support, 
and availability of the arts in the United States. 

(2) Not more than twelve of such medals may 
be awarded in any calendar year. 

(3) An individual may be awarded the National 
Medal of Arts only if at the time such award is 
made such individual— 

(A) is a citizen or other national of the 
United States; or 

(B) is an alien lawfully admitted to the 
United States for permanent residence who (i) 
has filed an application or petition for natu-
ralization in the manner prescribed by section 
1445 of title 8 and (ii) is not permanently ineli-
gible to become a citizen of the United States. 

(4) A group may be awarded the National 
Medal of Arts only if such group is organized or 
incorporated in the United States. 

(5) The presentation of the National Medal of 
Arts shall be made by the President with such 
ceremonies as the President may deem proper, 

including attendance by appropriate Members of 
Congress. 

(c) Availability of funds 

Funds made available to the National Endow-
ment for the Arts shall be used to carry out this 
section. 

(Pub. L. 98–306, § 13, May 31, 1984, 98 Stat. 225.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the National Founda-
tion on the Arts and the Humanities Act Amendments 
of 1983, and not as part of the National Foundation on 
the Arts and the Humanities Act of 1965 which com-
prises this subchapter. 

§ 956. National Endowment for the Humanities 

(a) Establishment 

There is established within the Foundation 
the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

(b) Chairperson of the Endowment; appointment, 
term, reappointment; vacancy; expiration of 
term 

(1) The Endowment shall be headed by a chair-
person, who shall be appointed by the President, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Sen-
ate. 

(2) The term of office of the Chairperson shall 
be four years, and the Chairperson shall be eligi-
ble for reappointment. The provisions of this 
paragraph shall apply to any person appointed 
to fill a vacancy in the office of the Chairperson. 
Upon expiration of the Chairperson’s term of of-
fice the Chairperson shall serve until the Chair-
person’s successor shall have been appointed and 
shall have qualified. 

(c) Functions of the Endowment; publications; 
traditionally underrepresented recipients of 
financial assistance 

The Chairperson, with the advice of the Na-
tional Council on the Humanities (hereinafter 
established), is authorized to enter into arrange-
ments, including contracts, grants, loans, and 
other forms of assistance, to— 

(1) develop and encourage the pursuit of a 
national policy for the promotion of progress 
and scholarship in the humanities; 

(2) initiate and support research and pro-
grams to strengthen the research and teaching 
potential of the United States in the human-
ities by making arrangements with individ-
uals or groups to support such activities; any 
loans made by the Endowment shall be made 
in accordance with terms and conditions ap-
proved by the Secretary of the Treasury; 

(3) initiate and support training and work-
shops in the humanities by making arrange-
ments with institutions or individuals (fellow-
ships awarded to individuals under this au-
thority may be for the purpose of study or re-
search at appropriate nonprofit institutions 
selected by the recipient of such aid, for stated 
periods of time); 

(4) initiate and support programs and re-
search which have substantial scholarly and 
cultural significance and that reach, or reflect 
the diversity and richness of our American 
cultural heritage, including the culture of, a 
minority, inner city, rural, or tribal commu-
nity; 
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