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§6303a. Whole-school reform strategy

Funds available for school improvement
grants for fiscal year 2014 and thereafter may be
used by a local educational agency to implement
a whole-school reform strategy for a school
using an evidence-based strategy that ensures
whole-school reform is undertaken in partner-
ship with a strategy developer offering a whole-
school reform program that is based on at least
a moderate level of evidence that the program
will have a statistically significant effect on
student outcomes, including at least one well-
designed and well-implemented experimental or
quasi-experimental study.

(Pub. L. 114-113, div. H, title III, Dec. 18, 2015, 129
Stat. 2627.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Department of
Education Appropriations Act, 2016, and also as part of
the Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 2016, and the Consolidated Appropriations Act,
2016, and not as part of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 which comprises this chapter.

SIMILAR PROVISIONS

Similar provisions were contained in the following
prior appropriation act:

Pub. L. 113-235, div. G, title III, Dec. 16, 2014, 128 Stat.
2493.

§ 6303b. Direct student services

(a) State reservation
(1) In general

(A) States
Each State educational agency, after
meaningful consultation with geographi-

cally diverse local educational agencies de-
scribed in subparagraph (B), may reserve not
more than 3 percent of the amount the State
educational agency receives under subpart 2
of part A for each fiscal year to carry out
this section.

(B) Consultation

A State educational agency shall consult
under subparagraph (A) with local edu-
cational agencies that include—

(i) suburban, rural, and urban local edu-
cational agencies;

(ii) local educational agencies serving a
high percentage of schools identified by
the State for comprehensive support and
improvement under section 6311(c)(4)(D)(i)
of this title; and

(iii) local educational agencies serving a
high percentage of schools implementing
targeted support and improvement plans
under section 6311(d)(2) of this title.

(2) Program administration

Of the funds reserved under paragraph (1)(A),
the State educational agency may use not
more than 1 percent to administer the pro-
gram described in this section.

(b) Awards
(1) In general

From the amount reserved under subsection
(a) by a State educational agency, the State
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educational agency shall award grants to geo-
graphically diverse local educational agencies
described in subsection (a)(1)(B)(1).

(2) Priority

In making such awards, the State edu-
cational agency shall prioritize awards to
local educational agencies serving the highest
percentage of schools, as compared to other
local educational agencies in the State—

(A) identified by the State for comprehen-
sive support and improvement under section
6311(c)(4)(D)(i) of this title; or

(B) implementing targeted support and im-
provement plans under section 6311(d)(2) of
this title.

(¢) Local use of funds

A local educational agency receiving an award
under this section—

(1) may use not more than 1 percent of its
award for outreach and communication to par-
ents about available direct student services
described in paragraph (3) in the local edu-
cational agency and State;

(2) may use not more than 2 percent of its
award for administrative costs related to such
direct student services;

(3) shall use the remainder of the award to
pay the costs associated with one or more of
the following direct student services—

(A) enrollment and participation in aca-
demic courses not otherwise available at a
student’s school, including—

(i) advanced courses; and
(ii) career and technical
coursework that—

(I) is aligned with the challenging
State academic standards; and

(IT) leads to industry-recognized cre-
dentials that meet the quality criteria
established by the State under section
3153(a) of title 29;

(B) credit recovery and academic accelera-
tion courses that lead to a regular high
school diploma;

(C) activities that assist students in suc-
cessfully completing postsecondary level in-
struction and examinations that are accept-
ed for credit at institutions of higher edu-
cation (including Advanced Placement and
International Baccalaureate courses), which
may include reimbursing low-income stu-
dents to cover part or all of the costs of fees
for such examinations;

(D) components of a personalized learning
approach, which may include high-quality
academic tutoring; and

(E) in the case of a local educational agen-
cy that does not reserve funds under section
6311(d)(1)(D)(v) of this title, transportation
to allow a student enrolled in a school iden-
tified for comprehensive support and im-
provement under section 6311(c)(4)(D)(i) of
this title to transfer to another public
school (which may include a charter school)
that has not been identified by the State
under such section; and

education

(4) in paying the costs associated with the
direct student services described in paragraph
(3), shall—
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