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1 See References in Text note below. 

PART C—REGISTRATION OF MANUFACTURERS, 
DISTRIBUTORS, AND DISPENSERS OF CON-
TROLLED SUBSTANCES 

§ 821. Rules and regulations 

The Attorney General is authorized to promul-
gate rules and regulations and to charge reason-
able fees relating to the registration and control 
of the manufacture, distribution, and dispensing 
of controlled substances and to listed chemicals. 

(Pub. L. 91–513, title II, § 301, Oct. 27, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1253; Pub. L. 103–200, § 3(a), Dec. 17, 1993, 107 
Stat. 2336; Pub. L. 108–447, div. B, title VI, 
§ 633(b), Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat. 2922.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Pub. L. 108–447 substituted ‘‘listed chemicals’’ 

for ‘‘the registration and control of regulated persons 

and of regulated transactions’’. 

1993—Pub. L. 103–200 inserted before period at end 

‘‘and to the registration and control of regulated per-

sons and of regulated transactions’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 103–200 effective on date that 

is 120 days after Dec. 17, 1993, see section 11 of Pub. L. 

103–200, set out as a note under section 802 of this title. 

§ 822. Persons required to register 

(a) Period of registration 

(1) Every person who manufactures or distrib-
utes any controlled substance or list I chemical, 
or who proposes to engage in the manufacture or 
distribution of any controlled substance or list I 
chemical, shall obtain annually a registration 
issued by the Attorney General in accordance 
with the rules and regulations promulgated by 
him. 

(2) Every person who dispenses, or who pro-
poses to dispense, any controlled substance, 
shall obtain from the Attorney General a reg-
istration issued in accordance with the rules and 
regulations promulgated by him. The Attorney 
General shall, by regulation, determine the pe-
riod of such registrations. In no event, however, 
shall such registrations be issued for less than 
one year nor for more than three years. 

(b) Authorized activities 

Persons registered by the Attorney General 
under this subchapter to manufacture, distrib-
ute, or dispense controlled substances or list I 
chemicals are authorized to possess, manufac-
ture, distribute, or dispense such substances or 
chemicals (including any such activity in the 
conduct of research) to the extent authorized by 
their registration and in conformity with the 
other provisions of this subchapter. 

(c) Exceptions 

The following persons shall not be required to 
register and may lawfully possess any controlled 
substance or list I chemical under this sub-
chapter: 

(1) An agent or employee of any registered 
manufacturer, distributor, or dispenser of any 
controlled substance or list I chemical if such 
agent or employee is acting in the usual 
course of his business or employment. 

(2) A common or contract carrier or ware-
houseman, or an employee thereof, whose pos-

session of the controlled substance or list I 
chemical is in the usual course of his business 
or employment. 

(3) An ultimate user who possesses such sub-
stance for a purpose specified in section 
802(25) 1 of this title. 

(d) Waiver 

The Attorney General may, by regulation, 
waive the requirement for registration of cer-
tain manufacturers, distributors, or dispensers 
if he finds it consistent with the public health 
and safety. 

(e) Separate registration 

(1) A separate registration shall be required at 
each principal place of business or professional 
practice where the applicant manufactures, dis-
tributes, or dispenses controlled substances or 
list I chemicals. 

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), a registrant 
who is a veterinarian shall not be required to 
have a separate registration in order to trans-
port and dispense controlled substances in the 
usual course of veterinary practice at a site 
other than the registrant’s registered principal 
place of business or professional practice, so 
long as the site of transporting and dispensing is 
located in a State where the veterinarian is li-
censed to practice veterinary medicine and is 
not a principal place of business or professional 
practice. 

(f) Inspection 

The Attorney General is authorized to inspect 
the establishment of a registrant or applicant 
for registration in accordance with the rules and 
regulations promulgated by him. 

(g) Delivery of controlled substances by ultimate 
users for disposal 

(1) An ultimate user who has lawfully obtained 
a controlled substance in accordance with this 
subchapter may, without being registered, de-
liver the controlled substance to another person 
for the purpose of disposal of the controlled sub-
stance if— 

(A) the person receiving the controlled sub-
stance is authorized under this subchapter to 
engage in such activity; and 

(B) the disposal takes place in accordance 
with regulations issued by the Attorney Gen-
eral to prevent diversion of controlled sub-
stances. 

(2) In developing regulations under this sub-
section, the Attorney General shall take into 
consideration the public health and safety, as 
well as the ease and cost of program implemen-
tation and participation by various commu-
nities. Such regulations may not require any en-
tity to establish or operate a delivery or dis-
posal program. 

(3) The Attorney General may, by regulation, 
authorize long-term care facilities, as defined by 
the Attorney General by regulation, to dispose 
of controlled substances on behalf of ultimate 
users who reside, or have resided, at such long- 
term care facilities in a manner that the Attor-
ney General determines will provide effective 
controls against diversion and be consistent 
with the public health and safety. 
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