
Page 23 TITLE 21—FOOD AND DRUGS § 209 

pharmacy in the consular districts of the United 
States in China may be revoked by the consul if 
such person be found to have obtained such li-
cense by fraud, or be addicted to the use of any 
narcotic or stimulant, or to be suffering from 
physical or mental disease, in such manner and 
to such extent as to render it expedient that in 
the interests of the public his license be can-
celed; or to be of an immoral character; or if 
such person be convicted in any court of com-
petent jurisdiction of any offense involving 
moral turpitude. It shall be the duty of the con-
sul to investigate any case in which it is discov-
ered by him or made to appear to his satisfac-
tion that any license issued under the provisions 
of this chapter is revocable and shall, after full 
hearing, if in his judgment the facts warrant it, 
revoke such license. 

(Mar. 3, 1915, ch. 74, § 4, 38 Stat. 819.) 

§ 207. Restrictions on sales; written orders or 
prescriptions 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or 
corporation whose permanent allegiance is due 
to the United States, either personally or by 
servant or agent or as the servant or agent of 
any other person or of any firm or corporation, 
to sell, furnish, or give away any cocaine, salts 
of cocaine, or preparation containing cocaine or 
salts of cocaine, or morphine or preparation con-
taining morphine or salts of morphine, or any 
opium or preparation containing opium, or any 
chloral hydrate or preparation containing chlo-
ral hydrate, except upon the original written 
order or prescription of a recognized and reputa-
ble practitioner of medicine, dentistry, or vet-
erinary medicine, which order or prescription 
shall be dated and shall contain the name of the 
person for whom prescribed, or, if ordered by a 
practitioner of veterinary medicine, shall state 
the kind of animal for which ordered and shall 
be signed by the person giving the order or pre-
scription. Such order or prescription shall be, 
for a period of three years, retained on file by 
the person, firm, or corporation who compounds 
or dispenses the article ordered or prescribed, 
and it shall not be compounded or dispensed 
after the first time except upon the written 
order of the original prescriber. 

(Mar. 3, 1915, ch. 74, § 6, 38 Stat. 819.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of part of section 6 of act Mar. 

3, 1915. Remainder of such section 6 is classified to sec-

tion 208 of this title. 

§ 208. Certain preparations and sales excepted 

The provisions of section 207 of this title shall 
not apply to preparations containing not more 
than two grains of opium or not more than one- 
quarter grain of morphine, or not more than 
one-quarter grain of cocaine, or not more than 
two grains of chloral hydrate in the fluid ounce, 
or, of a solid preparation, in one avoirdupois 
ounce, nor shall they apply to preparations sold 
in good faith for diarrhea and cholera, each bot-
tle or package of which is accompanied by spe-
cific directions for use and caution against ha-
bitual use, nor to liniments or ointments sold in 
good faith as such when plainly labeled ‘‘for ex-

ternal use only’’, nor to powder of ipecac and 
opium, commonly known as Dover’s powder, 
when sold in quantities not exceeding twenty 
grains. The provisions of this section or section 
207 of this title shall not be construed to permit 
the selling, furnishing, giving away, or prescrib-
ing for the use of any habitual users of the same 
any cocaine, salts of cocaine, or preparation 
containing cocaine or salts of cocaine, or mor-
phine or salts of morphine, or preparations con-
taining morphine or salts of morphine, or any 
opium or preparation containing opium, or any 
chloral hydrate or preparation containing chlo-
ral hydrate. But the preceding sentence shall 
not be construed to prevent any recognized or 
reputable practitioner of medicine whose perma-
nent allegiance is due to the United States from 
furnishing in good faith for the use of any habit-
ual user of narcotic drugs who is under his pro-
fessional care such substances as he may deem 
necessary for their treatment, when such pre-
scriptions are not given or substances furnished 
for the purpose of evading the provisions of this 
section. But the provisions of this section or 
section 207 of this title shall not apply to sales 
at wholesale between jobbers, manufacturers, 
and retail druggists, hospitals, and scientific or 
public institutions. 

(Mar. 3, 1915, ch. 74, § 6, 38 Stat. 819.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 6 of act Mar. 3, 1915. 

Remainder of such section 6 is classified to section 207 

of this title. 

§ 209. Poisons; book entry of sale; labels 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or 
corporation whose permanent allegiance is due 
to the United States to sell or deliver to any 
other person any of the following-described sub-
stances, or any poisonous compound, combina-
tion, or preparation thereof, to wit: The com-
pounds of and salts of antimony, arsenic, bar-
ium, chromium, copper, gold, lead, mercury, sil-
ver, and zinc, the caustic hydrates of sodium and 
potassium, solution or water of ammonia, meth-
yl alcohol, paregoric, the concentrated mineral 
acids, oxalic and hydrocyanic acids and their 
salts, yellow phosphorus, Paris green, carbolic 
acid, the essential oils of almonds, pennyroyal, 
tansy, rue, and savin; croton oil, creosote, 
chloroform, cantharides, or aconite, belladonna, 
bitter almonds, colchicum, cotton root, cocculus 
indicus, conium, cannabis indica, digitalis, 
ergot, hyoscyamus, ignatia, lobelia, nux vomica, 
physostigma, phytolacca, strophanthus, stramo-
nium, veratrum viride, or any of the poisonous 
alkaloids or alkaloidal salts derived from the 
foregoing, or any other poisonous alkaloids or 
their salts, or any other virulent poison, except 
in the manner following, and, moreover, if the 
applicant be less than eighteen years of age, ex-
cept upon the written order of a person known 
or believed to be an adult. 

It shall first be learned, by due inquiry, that 
the person to whom delivery is about to be made 
is aware of the poisonous character of the sub-
stance and that it is desired for a lawful pur-
pose, and the box, bottle, or other package shall 
be plainly labeled with the name of the sub-
stance, the word ‘‘Poison’’, the name of at least 
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