
Page 407 TITLE 21—FOOD AND DRUGS § 373 

1999—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 106–113, in first sentence, 

substituted ‘‘Under Secretary of Commerce for Intel-

lectual Property and Director of the United States Pat-

ent and Trademark Office’’ for ‘‘Commissioner of Pat-

ents’’ and ‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Commissioner’’. 

1993—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–80 struck out ‘‘of Agri-

culture’’ after ‘‘Department’’. 

1992—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 102–300, which directed the 

amendment of subsec. (c) by striking out ‘‘of Health, 

Education, and Welfare’’, could not be executed because 

such words did not appear in the original statutory 

text. See 1993 Amendment note above and Transfer of 

Functions note below. 

1970—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 91–513 struck out reference 

to depressant or stimulant drugs. 

1965—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 89–74 added subsec. (e). 

1962—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 87–781, § 307(b), inserted ‘‘the 

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico or’’ before ‘‘a Territory 

the Secretary’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 87–781, § 308, added subsec. (d). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1999 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 106–113 effective 4 months 

after Nov. 29, 1999, see section 1000(a)(9) [title IV, § 4731] 

of Pub. L. 106–113, set out as a note under section 1 of 

Title 35, Patents. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–513 effective on first day of 

seventh calendar month that begins after Oct. 26, 1970, 

see section 704 of Pub. L. 91–513, set out as an Effective 

Date note under section 801 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1965 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 89–74 effective July 15, 1965, 

see section 11 of Pub. L. 89–74, set out as a note under 

section 321 of this title. 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–513 not to affect or abate 

any prosecutions for any violation of law or any civil 

seizures or forfeitures and injunctive proceedings com-

menced prior to the effective date of such amendment, 

and all administrative proceedings pending before the 

Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs [now Drug 

Enforcement Administration] on Oct. 27, 1970, to be 

continued and brought to final determination in accord 

with laws and regulations in effect prior to Oct. 27, 1970, 

see section 702 of Pub. L. 91–513, set out as a note under 

section 321 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of Federal Security Admin-

istrator to Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare 

[now Health and Human Services], and of Food and 

Drug Administration in the Department of Agriculture 

to Federal Security Agency, see note set out under sec-

tion 41 of this title. 

§ 372a. Transferred 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act June 25, 1938, ch. 675, § 702A, formerly 

June 30, 1906, ch. 3915, § 10A, as added June 22, 1934, ch. 

712, 48 Stat. 1204, and amended, which related to exam-

ination of sea food, was renumbered section 706 of act 

June 25, 1938, by Pub. L. 102–571, title I, § 106(3), Oct. 29, 

1992, 106 Stat. 4498, and transferred to section 376 of this 

title. 

§ 373. Records 

(a) In general 

For the purpose of enforcing the provisions of 
this chapter, carriers engaged in interstate com-
merce, and persons receiving food, drugs, de-
vices, tobacco products, or cosmetics in inter-
state commerce or holding such articles so re-

ceived, shall, upon the request of an officer or 
employee duly designated by the Secretary, per-
mit such officer or employee, at reasonable 
times, to have access to and to copy all records 
showing the movement in interstate commerce 
of any food, drug, device, tobacco product, or 
cosmetic, or the holding thereof during or after 
such movement, and the quantity, shipper, and 
consignee thereof; and it shall be unlawful for 
any such carrier or person to fail to permit such 
access to and copying of any such record so re-
quested when such request is accompanied by a 
statement in writing specifying the nature or 
kind of food, drug, device, tobacco product, or 
cosmetic to which such request relates, except 
that evidence obtained under this section, or 
any evidence which is directly or indirectly de-
rived from such evidence, shall not be used in a 
criminal prosecution of the person from whom 
obtained, and except that carriers shall not be 
subject to the other provisions of this chapter 
by reason of their receipt, carriage, holding, or 
delivery of food, drugs, devices, tobacco prod-
ucts, or cosmetics in the usual course of busi-
ness as carriers, except as provided in subsection 
(b). 

(b) Food transportation records 

A shipper, carrier by motor vehicle or rail ve-
hicle, receiver, or other person subject to sec-
tion 350e of this title shall, on request of an offi-
cer or employee designated by the Secretary, 
permit the officer or employee, at reasonable 
times, to have access to and to copy all records 
that the Secretary requires to be kept under 
section 350e(c)(1)(E) of this title. 

(June 25, 1938, ch. 675, § 703, 52 Stat. 1057; Pub. L. 
91–452, title II, § 230, Oct. 15, 1970, 84 Stat. 930; 
Pub. L. 103–80, § 3(z), Aug. 13, 1993, 107 Stat. 778; 
Pub. L. 109–59, title VII, § 7202(c), Aug. 10, 2005, 
119 Stat. 1913; Pub. L. 111–31, div. A, title I, 
§ 103(h), June 22, 2009, 123 Stat. 1837.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2009—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111–31 inserted ‘‘tobacco 

product,’’ after ‘‘device,’’ in two places and ‘‘tobacco 

products,’’ after ‘‘devices,’’ in two places. 

2005—Pub. L. 109–59 struck out ‘‘of interstate ship-

ment’’ after ‘‘Records’’ in section catchline, designated 

existing provisions as subsec. (a), inserted subsec. head-

ing, substituted ‘‘carriers, except as provided in sub-

section (b)’’ for ‘‘carriers’’ before period at end, and 

added subsec. (b). 

1993—Pub. L. 103–80 substituted ‘‘, except that’’ for 

‘‘: Provided, That’’ and ‘‘, and except that’’ for 

‘‘: Provided further, That’’. 

1970—Pub. L. 91–452 inserted ‘‘, or any evidence which 

is directly or indirectly derived from such evidence,’’ 

after ‘‘under this section’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2005 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–59 effective Oct. 1, 2005, 

see section 7204 of Pub. L. 109–59, set out as a note 

under section 331 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–452 effective on sixtieth 

day following Oct. 15, 1970, and not to affect any immu-

nity to which any individual is entitled under this sec-

tion by reason of any testimony given before sixtieth 

day following Oct. 15, 1970, see section 260 of Pub. L. 

91–452, set out as an Effective Date; Savings Provision 

note under section 6001 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal 

Procedure. 
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