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1 See References in Text note below. 

REPEALS 

Joint Res. Nov. 4, 1939, ch. 2, § 19, 54 Stat. 12, provided 
that: ‘‘The joint resolution of August 31, 1935, as 
amended [sections 245a to 245i of this title], and the 
joint resolution of January 8, 1937 [ch. 1, 50 Stat. 3], are 
hereby repealed; but offenses committed and penalties, 
forfeitures, or liabilities incurred under either of such 
joint resolutions prior to the date of enactment of this 
joint resolution [this subchapter] may be prosecuted 
and punished, and suits and proceedings for violations 
of either of such joint resolutions or of any rule or reg-
ulation issued pursuant thereto may be commenced and 
prosecuted, in the same manner and with the same ef-
fect as if such joint resolutions had not been repealed.’’ 

Neutrality Act of 1939 not to be deemed repealed or 
modified in any manner by Joint Res. May 7, 1940, ch. 
185, 54 Stat. 179, according to section 3 thereof, which 
resolution amended section 5(b) of the Trading With 
the Enemy Act, see section 4305(b) of Title 50, War and 
National Defense, which resolution approved and con-
firmed Ex. Ord. No. 8389, amending Ex. Ord. No. 6560, 
formerly set out as a note under section 95a of Title 12, 
Banks and Banking, and regulations and general rul-
ings issued by Secretary of Treasury under Ex. Ord. No. 
8389. 

SEPARABILITY 

Joint Res. Nov. 4, 1939, ch. 2, § 17, 54 Stat. 12, provided 
that: ‘‘If any of the provisions of this joint resolution 
[this subchapter], or the application thereof to any per-
son or circumstance, is held invalid, the remainder of 
the joint resolution, and the application of such provi-
sion to other persons or circumstances, shall not be af-
fected thereby.’’ 

PURPOSE OF AND RIGHTS RESERVED UNDER 
SUBCHAPTER 

Joint Res. Nov. 4, 1939, ch. 2, 54 Stat. 4, provided in 
part as follows: 

‘‘Whereas the United States, desiring to preserve its 
neutrality in wars between foreign states and desiring 
also to avoid involvement therein, voluntarily imposes 
upon its nationals by domestic legislation the restric-
tions set out in this joint resolution [this subchapter]; 
and 

‘‘Whereas by so doing the United States waives none 
of its own rights or privileges, or those of any of its na-
tionals, under international law, and expressly reserves 
all the rights and privileges to which it and its nation-
als are entitled under the law of nations; and 

‘‘Whereas the United States hereby expressly reserves 
the right to repeal, change or modify this [this sub-
chapter] or any other domestic legislation in the inter-
ests of the peace, security or welfare of the United 
States and its people.’’ 

§§ 442, 443. Repealed. Nov. 17, 1941, ch. 473, § 1, 55 
Stat. 764 

Section 442, Joint Res. Nov. 4, 1939, ch. 2, § 2, 54 Stat. 
4, related to commerce with states engaged in armed 
conflict. 

Section 443, Joint Res. Nov. 4, 1939, ch. 2, § 3, 54 Stat. 
7, related to combat areas. 

DEFINITION OF COMBAT AREAS 

Proc. No. 2376, Nov. 4, 1939, 3 p.m., 4 F.R. 4495, 54 Stat. 
2673; Proc. No. 2394, Apr. 10, 1940, 5 F.R. 1400, 54 Stat. 
2693; Proc. No. 2410, June 11, 1940, 5:20 p.m. E.S.T., 5 
F.R. 2209, 54 Stat. 2708, as modified by Proc. No. 2474, 
Apr. 10, 1941, 6 F.R. 1905, 55 Stat. 1628, defined various 
combat areas. 

§ 444. American Red Cross vessels 

(a) Transport of officers, American Red Cross 
personnel, medical personnel, medical sup-
plies, food and clothing 

The provisions of section 442(a) 1 of this title 
shall not prohibit the transportation by vessels, 
unarmed and not under convoy, under charter or 
other direction and control of the American Red 
Cross of officers and American Red Cross person-
nel, medical personnel, and medical supplies, 
food, and clothing, for the relief of human suf-
fering: Provided, That where permission has not 
been given by the blockading power, no Amer-
ican Red Cross vessel shall enter a port where a 
blockade by aircraft, surface vessel, or sub-
marine is being attempted through the destruc-
tion of vessels, or into a port of any country 
where such blockade of the whole country is 
being so attempted: Provided further, That such 
American Red Cross vessel shall be on a mission 
of mercy only and carrying only Red Cross ma-
terials and personnel. 

(b) Transport of refugee children 

The provisions of sections 442(a) and 443 1 of 
this title shall not prohibit a vessel, in ballast, 
unarmed, and not under convoy, and transport-
ing refugee children, under sixteen years of age, 
from war zones, or combat areas, and shall not 
prohibit such vessel entering into such war 
zones or combat areas for this purpose, together 
with such necessary American citizen adult per-
sonnel in charge as may be approved by the Sec-
retary of State, subject to the provisions of the 
immigration laws, if such vessel is proceeding 
under safe conduct granted by all of the States 
named in the proclamations issued under the au-
thority of section 441(a) of this title, and if such 
vessel has painted on a large scale prominently, 
distinctly, and unmistakably on each side there-
of and upon the superstructure thereof plainly 
visible from the air an American flag and a 
statement to the effect that such vessel is a ref-
ugee-child rescue ship of the United States or 
under United States registry: Provided, That 
every such child so brought into the United 
States shall, previous to departure from the port 
of embarkation, have been so sponsored by some 
responsible American person, natural or cor-
porate, that he will not become a public charge. 

(Nov. 4, 1939, ch. 2, § 4, 54 Stat. 7; June 26, 1940, 
ch. 431, 54 Stat. 611; Aug. 27, 1940, ch. 695, 54 Stat. 
866.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Sections 442(a) and 443 of this title, referred to in sub-
secs. (a) and (b), were repealed by act Nov. 17, 1941, ch. 
473, § 1, 55 Stat. 764. 

AMENDMENTS 

1940—Act June 26, 1940, inserted ‘‘unarmed and not 
under convoy’’, inserted two proviso clauses and struck 
out ‘‘proceeding under safe conduct granted by states 
named in any proclamation issued under the authority 
of section 441(a) of this title’’ after ‘‘control of the 
American Red Cross’’. 

Act Aug. 27, 1940, designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b). 
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