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1997—Par. (3). Pub. L. 105–34 added par. (3). 
1981—Pub. L. 97–34 struck out subsec. ‘‘(a) In general’’ 

designation, substituted ‘‘calendar year’’ for ‘‘calendar 
quarter’’ and ‘‘year’’ for ‘‘quarter’’ wherever appearing, 
inserted in provision designated par. (1) reference to 
subsec. (e) of section 2503, added par. (2), and deleted 
provision respecting transfers by gift other than quali-
fied charitable transfers, repealed subsec. (b) setting 
forth return requirement and definition of qualified 
charitable transfer, and repealed subsec. (c) setting 
forth cross reference to section 2515(c) relating to ten-
ancy by the entirety. 

1970—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 91–614 substituted ‘‘Any in-
dividual who in any calendar quarter makes any trans-
fers by gift (other than transfers which under section 
2503(b) are not to be included in the total amount of 
gifts for such quarter and other than qualified chari-
table transfers) shall make a return for such quarter 
with respect to the gift tax imposed by subtitle B’’ for 
‘‘Any individual who in any calendar year makes any 
transfers by gift (except those which under section 
2503(b) are not to be included in the total amount of 
gifts for such year) shall make a return with respect to 
the gift tax imposed by subtitle B’’. 

Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 91–614 added subsec. (b) and 
redesignated former subsec. (b) as (c). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2010 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 111–312 applicable to estates 
of decedents dying, and transfers made after Dec. 31, 
2009, except as otherwise provided, see section 301(e) of 
Pub. L. 111–312, set out as an Effective and Termination 
Dates of 2010 Amendment note under section 121 of this 
title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2001 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–16 applicable to estates of 
decedents dying after Dec. 31, 2009, see section 542(f)(1) 
of Pub. L. 107–16, set out as a note under section 121 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 105–34, title XIII, § 1301(b), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 
Stat. 1039, provided that: ‘‘The amendment made by 
this section [amending this section] shall apply to gifts 
made after the date of the enactment of this Act [Aug. 
5, 1997].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–34 applicable to gifts made 
after Dec. 31, 1981, see sections 403(e)(2) and 442(e) of 
Pub. L. 97–34, set out as a note under sections 2056 and 
2501 of this title, respectively. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1970 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 91–614 applicable with respect 
to gifts made after Dec. 31, 1970, see section 102(e) of 
Pub. L. 91–614, set out as a note under section 2501 of 
this title. 

SUBPART D—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

6020. Returns prepared for or executed by Sec-
retary. 

6021. Listing by Secretary of taxable objects owned 
by nonresidents of internal revenue dis-
tricts. 

§ 6020. Returns prepared for or executed by Sec-
retary 

(a) Preparation of return by Secretary 

If any person shall fail to make a return re-
quired by this title or by regulations prescribed 
thereunder, but shall consent to disclose all in-
formation necessary for the preparation thereof, 
then, and in that case, the Secretary may pre-

pare such return, which, being signed by such 
person, may be received by the Secretary as the 
return of such person. 

(b) Execution of return by Secretary 

(1) Authority of Secretary to execute return 

If any person fails to make any return re-
quired by any internal revenue law or regula-
tion made thereunder at the time prescribed 
therefor, or makes, willfully or otherwise, a 
false or fraudulent return, the Secretary shall 
make such return from his own knowledge and 
from such information as he can obtain 
through testimony or otherwise. 

(2) Status of returns 

Any return so made and subscribed by the 
Secretary shall be prima facie good and suffi-
cient for all legal purposes. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 740; Pub. L. 
90–364, title I, § 103(e)(3), June 28, 1968, 82 Stat. 
264; Pub. L. 94–455, title XIX, § 1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 
4, 1976, 90 Stat. 1834; Pub. L. 98–369, div. A, title 
IV, § 412(b)(4), July 18, 1984, 98 Stat. 792.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 98–369 struck out ‘‘(other 
than a declaration of estimated tax required under sec-
tion 6015)’’ after ‘‘make any return’’. 

1976—Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after 
‘‘Secretary’’ wherever appearing. 

1968—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 90–364 struck out ref-
erence to section 6016. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–369 applicable with respect 
to taxable years beginning after Dec. 31, 1984, see sec-
tion 414(a)(1) of Pub. L. 98–369, set out as a note under 
section 6654 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 90–364 applicable with respect 
to taxable years beginning after Dec. 31, 1967, except as 
provided by section 104 of Pub. L. 90–364, see section 
103(f) of Pub. L. 90–364, set out as a note under section 
243 of this title. 

§ 6021. Listing by Secretary of taxable objects 
owned by nonresidents of internal revenue 
districts 

Whenever there are in any internal revenue 
district any articles subject to tax, which are 
not owned or possessed by or under the care or 
control of any person within such district, and 
of which no list has been transmitted to the Sec-
retary, as required by law or by regulations pre-
scribed pursuant to law, the Secretary shall 
enter the premises where such articles are situ-
ated, shall make such inspection of the articles 
as may be necessary and make lists of the same, 
according to the forms prescribed. Such lists, 
being subscribed by the Secretary, shall be suffi-
cient lists of such articles for all purposes. 

(Aug. 16, 1954, ch. 736, 68A Stat. 740; Pub. L. 
94–455, title XIX, § 1906(b)(13)(A), Oct. 4, 1976, 90 
Stat. 1834.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Pub. L. 94–455 struck out ‘‘or his delegate’’ after 
‘‘Secretary’’ wherever appearing. 

PART III—INFORMATION RETURNS 

Subpart 

A. Information concerning persons subject to 
special provisions. 
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