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lishment, membership, duties, etc., of Advisory Council
on Employee Welfare and Pension Benefit Plans. See
section 1142 of this title.

Section 308f, Pub. L. 85-836, §15, as added Pub. L.
87-420, §16(a), Mar. 20, 1962, 76 Stat. 41, related to ad-
ministration of provisions of chapter. See section 1137
of this title.

Section 309, Pub. L. 85-836, §16, formerly §10, Aug. 28,
1958, 72 Stat. 1002, renumbered and amended Pub. L.
87-420, §16(a), (b), Mar. 20, 1962, 76 Stat. 38, 41, related to
effect of other laws on provisions of this chapter. See
section 1144 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Repeal effective Jan. 1, 1975, except that chapter to
remain applicable to any conduct and events which oc-
curred before Jan. 1, 1975, see section 1031 of this title.

The Secretary of Labor was empowered, in the case of
a plan which has a plan year which begins before Jan.
1, 1975, and ends after Dec. 31, 1974, to postpone by regu-
lation the effective date of the repeal of any provision
of this chapter until the beginning of the first plan
year of such plan which begins after Jan. 1, 1975, pursu-
ant to section 1031(b)(2) of this title.
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§401. Congressional declaration of findings, pur-
poses, and policy

(a) Standards for labor-management relations

The Congress finds that, in the public interest,
it continues to be the responsibility of the Fed-
eral Government to protect employees’ rights to
organize, choose their own representatives, bar-
gain collectively, and otherwise engage in con-
certed activities for their mutual aid or protec-
tion; that the relations between employers and
labor organizations and the millions of workers
they represent have a substantial impact on the
commerce of the Nation; and that in order to ac-
complish the objective of a free flow of com-
merce it is essential that labor organizations,
employers, and their officials adhere to the
highest standards of responsibility and ethical
conduct in administering the affairs of their or-
ganizations, particularly as they affect labor-
management relations.

(b) Protection of rights of employees and the
public

The Congress further finds, from recent inves-
tigations in the labor and management fields,
that there have been a number of instances of
breach of trust, corruption, disregard of the
rights of individual employees, and other fail-
ures to observe high standards of responsibility
and ethical conduct which require further and
supplementary legislation that will afford nec-
essary protection of the rights and interests of
employees and the public generally as they re-
late to the activities of labor organizations, em-
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