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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

3724(a) ..... 31:224b(words before 
9th comma and 
between 10th and 
11th commas, 1st, 
2d provisos). 

Mar. 20, 1936, ch. 159, 49 Stat. 
1184. 

31:224b(note). Aug. 2, 1946, ch. 753, § 424(a)(2d 
par. on p. 847), (b)(related to 
2d par. of (a) on p. 847), 60 
Stat. 847. 

3724(b) ..... 31:224b(words be-
tween 9th and 
10th commas and 
between 11th 
comma and 1st 
proviso). 

3724(c) ..... 31:224b(last pro-
viso). 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘of the United States’’ 

are omitted as unnecessary. The word ‘‘settle’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘consider, adjust, and determine’’ for con-

sistency. The words ‘‘after January 1, 1934’’ are omitted 

as executed. The words ‘‘personal injury, death’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘damages to any person’’ for clarity. 

The words ‘‘of the Department of Justice’’ are omitted 

as unnecessary. The words ‘‘that may not be settled 

under chapter 171 of title 28’’ are substituted for section 

424(a)(2d par. on p. 847) and (b)(related to 2d par. of (a) 

on p. 847) of the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946 

(31:224b(note)) because of the restatement. The words 

‘‘An officer or employee of the United States Govern-

ment may not present a claim arising during the scope 

of employment’’ are substituted for 31:224b(1st proviso) 

to eliminate unnecessary words. The text of 31:224b(2d 

proviso words after semicolon) is omitted as executed. 
In subsection (b), the word ‘‘settlement’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘amount as may be found due to any 

claimant . . . as a legal claim’’ for clarity and consist-

ency. The words ‘‘by Congress’’ are omitted as surplus. 
In subsection (c), the words ‘‘A claim may be paid 

under this section’’ are added for clarity. The words ‘‘of 

the settlement’’ are substituted for ‘‘determined to be 

due him under the provisions of this section’’ for con-

sistency and to eliminate unnecessary words. The word 

‘‘complete’’ is substituted for ‘‘full and final’’ to elimi-

nate unnecessary words. The word ‘‘satisfaction’’ is 

substituted for ‘‘settlement’’ for clarity. 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 105–362 redesignated 

subsec. (c) as (b) and struck out former subsec. (b) 

which read as follows: ‘‘The Attorney General shall re-

port annually to the Congress on all settlements made 

under this section. With respect to each such settle-

ment, the Attorney General shall include a brief state-

ment on the type of the claim, the amount claimed, 

and the amount of the settlement.’’ 
1989—Pub. L. 101–203, § 1(b)(1), amended section catch-

line generally, substituting ‘‘investigative or law en-

forcement officers of the Department of Justice’’ for 

‘‘the Federal Bureau of Investigation’’. 
Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–203, § 1(a)(1), substituted 

‘‘$50,000’’ for ‘‘$500’’ and ‘‘an investigative or law en-

forcement officer as defined in section 2680(h) of title 28 

who is employed by the Department of Justice’’ for 

‘‘the Director or an Assistant Director, inspector, or 

special agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation’’. 
Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 101–203, § 1(a)(2), substituted ‘‘re-

port annually to the Congress on all settlements made 

under this section. With respect to each such settle-

ment, the’’ for ‘‘certify to Congress a settlement under 

this section for payment out of an appropriation that 

may be made to pay the settlement. The’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1989 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 101–203, § 2, Dec. 7, 1989, 103 Stat. 1805, provided 

that: ‘‘The amendments made by section 1 [amending 

this section] shall apply to— 
‘‘(1) any claim arising on or after the date of the en-

actment of this Act [Dec. 7, 1989], 

‘‘(2) any claim pending on such date, and 

‘‘(3) any claim arising before such date which has 

not been settled if the time for presenting the claim 

to the Attorney General under the last sentence of 

section 3724(a) of title 31, United States Code, has not 

expired.’’ 

SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS FOR DAMAGE TO OR LOSS OF 

PRIVATELY OWNED PROPERTY 

Pub. L. 106–185, § 3(b), Apr. 25, 2000, 114 Stat. 211, pro-

vided that: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect to a claim that cannot 

be settled under chapter 171 of title 28, United States 

Code, the Attorney General may settle, for not more 

than $50,000 in any case, a claim for damage to, or loss 

of, privately owned property caused by an investigative 

or law enforcement officer (as defined in section 2680(h) 

of title 28, United States Code) who is employed by the 

Department of Justice acting within the scope of his or 

her employment. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATIONS.—The Attorney General may not 

pay a claim under paragraph (1) that— 

‘‘(A) is presented to the Attorney General more 

than 1 year after it accrues; or 

‘‘(B) is presented by an officer or employee of the 

Federal Government and arose within the scope of 

employment.’’ 

§ 3725. Claims of non-nationals for personal in-
jury or death in a foreign country 

(a) The Secretary of State may settle, for not 
more than $1,500 in any one case, a claim for per-
sonal injury or death of an individual not a na-
tional of the United States in a foreign country 
in which the United States exercises privileges 
of extraterritoriality when the injury or death 
is caused by an officer, employee, or agent of the 
United States Government (except of a military 
department of the Department of Defense or the 
Coast Guard). An officer or employee of the Gov-
ernment may not present a claim. A claim under 
this section may be allowed only if it is pre-
sented to the Secretary within one year after it 
accrues. 

(b) The Secretary shall certify to Congress a 
settlement under this section for payment out 
of an appropriation that may be made to pay the 
settlement. The Secretary shall include a brief 
statement on the type of the claim, the amount 
claimed, and the amount of the settlement. 

(c) A claim may be paid under this section 
only if the claimant accepts the amount of the 
settlement in complete satisfaction of the claim 
against the Government. 

(Pub. L. 97–258, Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 975.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

3725(a) ..... 31:224a(words before 
21st comma, 1st, 
2d provisos). 

Feb. 13, 1936, ch. 67, 49 Stat. 
1138. 

31:224a(note). July 3, 1943, ch. 189, § 7, 57 
Stat. 374. 

Dec. 28, 1945, ch. 597, § 1, 59 
Stat. 662. 

Dec. 28, 1945, ch. 597, 59 Stat. 
662, § 5(1st sentence); added 
Mar. 20, 1946, ch. 104, 60 
Stat. 56. 

3725(b) ..... 31:224a(words be-
tween 21st comma 
and 1st proviso). 

3725(c) ..... 31:224a(last pro-
viso). 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘settle’’ is substituted for 

‘‘consider, adjust, and determine’’ for consistency. The 
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words ‘‘United States currency’’ are omitted as surplus. 

The words ‘‘after February 13, 1936’’ are omitted as exe-

cuted. The words ‘‘act of omission of any’’ are omitted 

as surplus. The words ‘‘(except of a military depart-

ment of the Department of Defense or the Coast 

Guard)’’ are substituted for ‘‘including all officers, en-

listed men, and employees of the Army, Air Force, 

Navy, and Marine Corps’’ because of 10:2734, section 7 of 

the Act of July 3, 1943 (ch. 189, 57 Stat. 374), and sec-

tions 1 and 5(1st sentence) of the Act of December 28, 

1945 (ch. 597, 59 Stat. 662). The words ‘‘An officer or em-

ployee of the Government may not present a claim’’ are 

substituted for 31:224a(1st proviso) for consistency and 

to eliminate unnecessary words. The words ‘‘by the 

Secretary of State’’ are omitted as surplus. 
In subsection (b), the word ‘‘settlement’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘amount as may be found to be due to any 

claimant . . . as a legal claim’’ for clarity and consist-

ency. The words ‘‘by Congress’’ are omitted as surplus. 
In subsection (c), the words ‘‘A claim may be paid 

under this section’’ are added for clarity. The words ‘‘of 

the settlement’’ are substituted for ‘‘determined under 

the provisions of this section’’ for consistency and to 

eliminate unnecessary words. The word ‘‘complete’’ is 

substituted for ‘‘full’’ for consistency. The word ‘‘satis-

faction’’ is substituted for ‘‘settlement’’ for clarity. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 

assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 

and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-

ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 

and for treatment of related references, see sections 

468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-

rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-

ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 

out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 3726. Payment for transportation 

(a)(1) Each agency that receives a bill from a 
carrier or freight forwarder for transporting an 
individual or property for the United States 
Government shall verify its correctness (to in-
clude transportation rates, freight classifica-
tions, or proper combinations thereof), using 
prepayment audit, prior to payment in accord-
ance with the requirements of this section and 
regulations prescribed by the Administrator of 
General Services. 

(2) The Administrator of General Services may 
exempt bills, a particular mode or modes of 
transportation, or an agency or subagency from 
a prepayment audit and verification and in lieu 
thereof require a postpayment audit, based on 
cost effectiveness, public interest, or other fac-
tors the Administrator considers appropriate. 

(3) Expenses for prepayment audits shall be 
funded by the agency’s appropriations used for 
the transportation services. 

(4) The audit authority provided to agencies 
by this section is subject to oversight by the Ad-
ministrator. 

(b) The Administrator may conduct pre- or 
post-payment audits of transportation bills of 
any Federal agency. The number and types of 
bills audited shall be based on the Administra-
tor’s judgment. 

(c)(1) The Administrator shall adjudicate 
transportation claims which cannot be resolved 
by the agency procuring the transportation 
services, or the carrier or freight-forwarder pre-
senting the bill. 

(2) A claim under this section shall be allowed 
only if it is received by the Administrator not 
later than 3 years (excluding time of war) after 
the later of the following dates: 

(A) The date of accrual of the claim. 
(B) The date payment for the transportation 

is made. 
(C) The date a refund for an overpayment for 

the transportation is made. 
(D) The date a deduction under subsection 

(d) of this section is made. 

(d) Not later than 3 years (excluding time of 
war) after the time a bill is paid, the Govern-
ment may deduct from an amount subsequently 
due a carrier or freight forwarder an amount 
paid on the bill that was greater than the rate 
allowed under— 

(1) a lawful tariff under title 49 or on file 
with the Secretary of Transportation with re-
spect to foreign air transportation (as defined 
in section 40102(a) of title 49), the Federal Mar-
itime Commission, or a State transportation 
authority; 

(2) a lawfully quoted rate subject to the ju-
risdiction of the Surface Transportation 
Board; or 

(3) sections 10721, 13712, and 15504 of title 49 
or an equivalent arrangement or an exemp-
tion. 

(e) Expenses of transportation audit postpay-
ment contracts and contract administration, 
and the expenses of all other transportation 
audit and audit-related functions conferred upon 
the Administrator of General Services, shall be 
financed from overpayments collected from car-
riers on transportation bills paid by the Govern-
ment and other similar type refunds, not to ex-
ceed collections. Payment to any contractor for 
audit services shall not exceed 50 percent of the 
overpayment identified by contract audit. 

(f) At least annually, and as determined by the 
Administrator, after making adequate provision 
for expense of refunds to carriers, transpor-
tation audit postpayment contracts, contract 
administration, and other expenses authorized 
in subsection (e), overpayments collected by the 
General Services Administration shall be trans-
ferred to miscellaneous receipts of the Treasury. 
A report of receipts, disbursements, and trans-
fers (to miscellaneous receipts) pursuant to this 
section shall be made annually in connection 
with the budget estimates to the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget and to the 
Congress. This reporting requirement expires 
December 31, 1998. 

(g) The Administrator may delegate any au-
thority conferred by this section to another 
agency or agencies if the Administrator deter-
mines that such a delegation would be cost-ef-
fective or otherwise in the public interest. 

(h) Under regulations the head of an agency 
prescribes that conform with standards the Sec-
retary of the Treasury prescribes, a bill under 
this section may be paid before the transpor-
tation is completed notwithstanding section 3324 
of this title when a carrier or freight forwarder 
issues the usual document for the transpor-
tation. Payment for transportation ordered but 
not provided may be recovered by deduction or 
other means. 

(i)(1) A carrier or freight forwarder may re-
quest the Administrator of General Services to 
review the action of the Administrator if the re-
quest is received not later than 6 months (ex-
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