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tion, or otherwise’’ are omitted as unnecessary. The 

words ‘‘a vacancy occurring in an elected position on 

the board’’ are substituted for ‘‘Any vacancy that may 

occur in the Governors elected by the chapters pursu-

ant to subsection (b) of this section or in the Gov-

ernors-at-large elected by the Board of Governors pur-

suant to subsection (c) of this section’’ to eliminate un-

necessary words. The words ‘‘An individual appointed 

by the board to fill a vacancy serves’’ are substituted 

for ‘‘such appointees to serve’’ for clarity. 
In subsection (c)(2), the words ‘‘of the corporation’’ 

are substituted for ‘‘designated by the President of the 

United States’’ for consistency in the revised section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2007—Pub. L. 110–26 reenacted section catchline with-

out change and amended section generally. Prior to 

amendment, section consisted of subsecs. (a) to (d) re-

lating to the board of governors, its terms of office and 

filling of vacancies, the executive committee, and vot-

ing by proxy. 

§ 300105. Powers 

(a) GENERAL.—The corporation may— 
(1) adopt policies and regulations; 
(2) adopt, alter, and destroy a seal; 
(3) own and dispose of property to carry out 

the purposes of the corporation; 
(4) accept gifts, devises, and bequests of 

property to carry out the purposes of the cor-
poration; 

(5) sue and be sued in courts of law and eq-
uity, State or Federal, within the jurisdiction 
of the United States; and 

(6) do any other act necessary to carry out 
this chapter and promote the purposes of the 
corporation. 

(b) DESIGNATION.—The corporation is des-
ignated as the organization authorized to act in 
matters of relief under the treaties of Geneva, 
August 22, 1864, July 27, 1929, and August 12, 1949. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1492; Pub. 
L. 110–26, § 7, May 11, 2007, 121 Stat. 108.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

300105 ......... 36:2 (1st sentence 
words between 2d 
comma and 3d 
semicolon and 
after 4th semi-
colon). 

Jan. 5, 1905, ch. 23, § 2 (1st 
sentence words between 2d 
comma and 3d semicolon 
and after 4th semicolon), 
33 Stat. 600; May 8, 1947, 
ch. 50, § 3, 61 Stat. 81. 

In subsection (a)(1), the word ‘‘adopt’’ is substituted 

for ‘‘ordain and establish’’ for consistency in the re-

vised title. The words ‘‘not inconsistent with the laws 

of the United States of America or any State thereof’’ 

are omitted as unnecessary. 
In subsection (a)(2), the words ‘‘adopt, alter, and de-

stroy a seal’’ are substituted for ‘‘adopt a seal and the 

same to alter and destroy at pleasure’’ for consistency 

in the revised title and to eliminate unnecessary words. 
In subsection (a)(3), the words ‘‘own and dispose of 

property’’ are substituted for ‘‘to have and to hold such 

real and personal estate as shall be deemed advisable 

and to dispose of the same’’ for consistency in the re-

vised title and to eliminate unnecessary words. 
In subsection (a)(4), the word ‘‘property’’ is sub-

stituted for ‘‘real and personal estate’’ for clarity and 

consistency in the revised title. 
In subsection (a)(6), the word ‘‘things’’ is omitted as 

included in ‘‘act’’. The words ‘‘carry out this chapter’’ 

are substituted for ‘‘carry into effect the provisions of 

sections 1, 2 to 6, 8, and 9 of this title’’ for clarity and 

because under 36:1a the corporation existing under 

those sections continued under the source provisions 

restated in the revised chapter. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘treaties of Geneva, Au-

gust 22, 1864, July 27, 1929, and August 12, 1949’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘said treaties’’ for clarity and consistency 

in the chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2007—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 110–26 substituted ‘‘poli-

cies’’ for ‘‘bylaws’’. 

§ 300106. Emblem, badge, and brassard 

(a) EMBLEM AND BADGE.—In carrying out its 
purposes under this chapter, the corporation 
may have and use, as an emblem and badge, a 
Greek red cross on a white ground, as described 
in the treaties of Geneva, August 22, 1864, July 
27, 1929, and August 12, 1949, and adopted by the 
nations acceding to those treaties. 

(b) DELIVERY OF BRASSARD.—In accordance 
with those treaties, the delivery of the brassard 
allowed for individuals neutralized in time of 
war shall be left to military authority. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1492.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

300106(a) ..... 36:2 (1st sentence 
words between 3d 
and 4th semi-
colons). 

Jan. 5, 1905, ch. 23, § 2 (1st 
sentence words between 3d 
and 4th semicolons, last 
sentence), 33 Stat. 600; 
May 8, 1947, ch. 50, § 3, 61 
Stat. 81. 

300106(b) ..... 36:2 (last sentence). 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘under this chapter’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘hereinafter designated’’ for clarity. 

The date ‘‘August 12, 1949’’ is added to include the ref-

erence to a subsequent treaty. 

§ 300107. Annual meeting 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The annual meeting of the 
corporation is the annual meeting of delegates 
of the chapters. 

(b) TIME OF MEETING.—The annual meeting 
shall be held as determined by the board of gov-
ernors. 

(c) PLACE OF MEETING.—The board of gov-
ernors is authorized to determine that the an-
nual meeting shall not be held at any place, but 
may instead be held solely by means of remote 
communication subject to such procedures as 
are provided in the bylaws. 

(d) VOTING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In matters requiring a vote 

at the annual meeting, each chapter is enti-
tled to at least 1 vote, and voting on all mat-
ters may be conducted by mail, telephone, 
telegram, cablegram, electronic mail, or any 
other means of electronic or telephone trans-
mission, provided that the person voting shall 
state, or submit information from which it 
can be determined, that the method of voting 
chosen was authorized by such person. 

(2) ESTABLISHMENT OF NUMBER OF VOTES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The board of governors 

shall determine on an equitable basis the 
number of votes that each chapter is enti-
tled to cast, taking into consideration the 
size of the membership of the chapters, the 
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populations served by the chapters, and such 
other factors as may be determined by the 
board. 

(B) PERIODIC REVIEW.—The board of gov-
ernors shall review the allocation of votes at 
least every 5 years. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1493; Pub. 
L. 110–26, § 8, May 11, 2007, 121 Stat. 108.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

300107 ......... 36:5(c) (6th par.). Jan. 5, 1905, ch. 23, § 5(c) (6th 
par.), 33 Stat. 601; Dec. 10, 
1912, ch. 1, § 1, 37 Stat. 647; 
Mar. 3, 1921, ch. 131, § 1, 41 
Stat. 1354; May 8, 1947, ch. 
50, § 6, 61 Stat. 83.) 

The words ‘‘The board shall determine on an equi-

table basis the number of votes’’ are substituted for 

‘‘shall be determined according to allocation by the 

Board of Governors, which shall be established on an 

equitable basis’’ for clarity and to eliminate unneces-

sary words. The words ‘‘the populations served’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘the populations in the territories 

served’’ for clarity and to eliminate unnecessary words. 

AMENDMENTS 

2007—Pub. L. 110–26 reenacted section catchline with-

out change and amended text generally. Prior to 

amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘The annual meeting 

of the corporation is the national convention of dele-

gates of the chapters. The national convention shall be 

held annually on a date and at a place specified by the 

board of governors. In matters requiring a vote at the 

national convention, each chapter is entitled to at 

least one vote. The board shall determine on an equi-

table basis the number of votes that each chapter is en-

titled to cast, taking into consideration the size of the 

membership of the chapters and of the populations 

served by the chapters. The board shall review the allo-

cation of votes at least every 5 years.’’ 

§ 300108. Buildings 

(a) OWNERSHIP.—The United States Govern-
ment shall retain ownership of the corporation’s 
permanent headquarters, comprised of buildings 
erected on square 172 in the District of Colum-
bia, including— 

(1) the memorial building to commemorate 
the service and sacrifice of the women of the 
United States, North and South, during the 
Civil War, erected for the use of the corpora-
tion; 

(2) the memorial building to commemorate 
the service and sacrifice of the patriotic 
women of the United States, its territories and 
possessions, and the District of Columbia dur-
ing World War I, erected for the use of the cor-
poration; and 

(3) the permanent building erected for the 
use of the corporation in connection with its 
work in cooperation with the Government. 

(b) MAINTENANCE AND EXPENSES.—Those build-
ings shall remain under the supervision of the 
Administrator of General Services. However, the 
corporation shall care for and maintain the 
buildings without expense to the Government. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1493.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

300108 ......... 36:13. Feb. 7, 1930, ch. 42, §§ 1, 5, 46 
Stat. 66. 

36:15. June 7, 1924, ch. 369, §§ 1, 2, 4, 
43 Stat. 665, 666. 

Subsection (a)(1) is substituted for ‘‘land occupied in 

part on June 7, 1924, by the Memorial to the Women of 

the Civil War, the permanent headquarters of the 

American Red Cross’’ in 36:15 because the words in the 

source refer to the building, provided for by the Act of 

October 22, 1913 (ch. 32 (par. under heading ‘‘Monument 

to Commemorate the Women of the Civil War’’), 38 

Stat. 233), that was built as the permanent head-

quarters of the American Red Cross, the predecessor or-

ganization to the corporation. 
In subsection (a)(2), the words ‘‘That there is hereby 

authorized to be appropriated out of any money in the 

Treasury not otherwise appropriated the sum of $150,000 

as a part contribution to the erection of . . . with 

equipment’’ in section 1 of the Act June 7, 1924 (ch. 369, 

43 Stat. 665), are omitted as executed. The words ‘‘That 

said memorial shall be a building monumental in de-

sign and character . . . and shall cost not less than 

$300,000: Provided, That this expenditure shall include 

complete equipment’’ in section 2 of that Act are omit-

ted as executed. The words ‘‘The expenditures for said 

memorial building shall be made under the direction of 

a commission consisting of the chairman of the Senate 

Committee on the Library and the chairman of the 

House Committee on the Library’’ in section 4 (last 

par.) of that Act are omitted as executed. The text of 

section 4 (1st par.) of that Act is omitted as executed. 

The words ‘‘of America’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

The words ‘‘its territories and possessions’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘its insular possessions’’ for clarity and 

consistency in the revised title and with other titles of 

the United States Code. The words ‘‘World War I’’ are 

substituted for ‘‘the World War’’ for clarity. 
In subsection (a)(3), the words ‘‘That authority be, 

and is hereby, given to the American National Red 

Cross to erect . . . in replacement of the temporary 

building or buildings erected on such lot under Public 

Resolution Numbered 3, Sixty–fifth Congress (S.J. Res. 

61)’’ in section 1 of the Act of February 7, 1930 (ch. 42, 

46 Stat. 66) are omitted as executed. 
In subsection (b), the words ‘‘Administrator of Gen-

eral Services’’ are substituted for ‘‘Superintendent of 

Public Buildings and Grounds’’ in section 4 (last par.) 

of the Act June 7, 1924 (ch. 369, 43 Stat. 666) and ‘‘Direc-

tor of Public Buildings and Public Parks of the Na-

tional Capital’’ in section 5 of the Act of February 7, 

1930 (ch. 42, 46 Stat. 66) to reflect subsequent transfers 

of functions. The office of Public Buildings and 

Grounds under the Chief of Engineers was abolished 

and the functions of the Chief of Engineers, United 

States Army, were transferred to the Director of Public 

Buildings and Public Parks of the National Capital by 

section 3 of the Act of February 26, 1925 (ch. 339, 43 

Stat. 983). The office of Public Buildings and Public 

Parks of the National Capital was abolished and its 

functions transferred to the Office of National Parks, 

Buildings and Reservations of the Department of the 

Interior by section 2 of Executive Order No. 6166, effec-

tive June 10, 1933. The name of the latter office was 

changed to ‘‘National Park Service’’ by section 1 of the 

Act of March 2, 1934 (ch. 38, 48 Stat. 389). The functions 

of the Director of the National Park Service related to 

public buildings were transferred to the Federal Works 

Administrator by section 303(b) of Reorganization Plan 

No. I of 1939 (5 App. U.S.C.). The functions of the Fed-

eral Works Administrator were transferred to the Ad-

ministrator of General Services by section 103(a) of the 

Act of June 30, 1949 (ch. 288, 63 Stat. 380). The words 

‘‘the corporation shall care for and maintain the build-

ings’’ are substituted for ‘‘the American National Red 
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